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This memorandum summarizes the purpose, methods, results, and conclusions of a biological
site visit conducted at the Shelby Residential Project Site in Goleta on May 12, 2015. The
purpose of the site visit was to verify existing on-site conditions in the biological reports
submitted by the applicant; to determine the conditions, function, and quality of the habitat in El
Encanto Creek that parallels part of the western boundary of the property; and to observe the
Project Site habitat in preparation for revisions to the Project EIR.
Methods
Tamara Klug (botany and vegetation), Rosemary Thompson (general wildlife and aquatic
species), and Clint Scheuerman (least Bell’s vireo and southwestern willow flycatcher),
collectively referred to as Cardno biologists, conducted a reconnaissance visit of the Project Site
and El Encanto Creek on May 12, 2015. Access to the creek was granted by Glen Annie Golf
Course. The creek corridor was examined for several hundred feet on the golf course property
where the creek diverges from the Shelby Property to assess current conditions. The Cardno
biologists proceeded downstream as far as feasible off the golf course property until access was
prevented by very dense vegetation and poison oak. Downstream of that location, various
access points and views into the creek were explored where feasible, including just north of
Cathedral Oaks Road.
The Project Site was then accessed using the main driveway on the western side of the
property. Cardno biologists walked the fence line and compared the vegetation map with
features observed on the ground. Additionally, the Cardno biologists looked for unmapped
biological features that may contain Environmentally Sensitive Habitat (ESH) such as wetlands,
paying special attention to areas of dense vegetation and lower elevation.
Results and Conclusions
The habitat along El Encanto Creek on the Glen Annie Golf Course consists of willow-dominated
vegetation in a band approximately 80 feet wide shading a creek that is about 9 feet wide.
Occasional sycamore (Platanus racemosa) trees and patches of California bulrush
(Schoenoplectus californicus) are present along the creek channel. Many nonnative weed
species, including Cape ivy (Delairea odorata) and Kikuyu grass (Pennisetum clandestinum)

Australia • Belgium • Canada • Colombia • Ecuador • Germany • Indonesia • Italy •
Kenya • New Zealand • Papua New Guinea • Peru • Tanzania • United Arab Emirates •
United Kingdom • United States • Operations in 85 countries

Toll-free 800 368 7511
Fax
805 963 0412
www.cardno.com

www.cardno.com

2
June 11, 2015

were common in this area. The understory in this section of creek is very dense. Downstream of the maintained golf
course, the creek continues with a canopy of willow vegetation with a second, taller overstory in some places of
eucalyptus trees that are present adjacent to the east side of the creek.
The willow understory between the golf course and Cathedral Oaks Road consists of native and non-native species
including blackberry (Rubus ursinus), poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum), and stinging nettle (Utica dioica).
Just upstream of where the creek flows into the culvert under Cathedral Oaks Road, the streambed consists of
articulated concrete revetment in two linear segments. West of the creek, is an eroded embankment with a fence
line at the top. The embankment is dominated by a variety of plant species including patches of weedy vegetation
dominated by castor bean (Ricinus communis) and wild radish (Raphanus sativa), planted coast live oak trees
(Quercus agrifolia) and relict native shrub stands. Among native shrubs are some dense thickets of Santa Barbara
honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata), a rare species.
The creek was dry at Cathedral Oaks Road on May 12, 2015 but had water upstream and onto the golf course.
During years with normal rainfall, water may be present all year, at least to Cathedral Oaks Road, in part due to
irrigation runoff from the golf course and possibly irrigated orchards upstream. Just downstream of the golf course,
water cress (Nasturtium officinale) was present, indicating a relatively long duration of surface water. The creek and
associated riparian vegetation is adjacent to but not present on the Shelby property.
At the Shelby property, substantial areas are covered by wood chip piles, and disturbed ground dominated by
weedy species is also common. Even in weed dominated areas, the vegetation is sparse. Native habitat is only
present adjacent to the western property boundary where it is adjacent to El Encanto Creek. However, the
vegetation adjacent to the creek is primarily nonnative, dominated by blue gum (Eucalyptus globulus) and olive
(Olea europaea). Individual remnant Santa Barbara honeysuckle and other coastal scrub species are also present.
Based on Cardno’s observations, it was determined that the mapping prepared by the applicant’s biologist in 2012
and updated in 2015 was generally accurate. The vegetation categories and the individual mapping of the Santa
Barbara honeysuckle appear to be generally consistent with our observations, except that several patches of olive
trees were mapped as arroyo willow riparian woodland. We have corrected the mapping of that vegetation and
have combined it with eucalyptus semi-natural woodland with olive tree. A corrected vegetation map is provided in
Figure 1.
The creek where/when water is present provides breeding habitat for Baja chorus frog (Pseudacris hypocondriaca)
(larvae observed during site visit) and a variety of aquatic insects. Southwestern pond turtles (Actinemys
marmorata pallilda) are unlikely to be present because the aquatic foraging habitat is very limited. This species lays
eggs in nests in upland areas 1,300 feet or more from aquatic habitat, but no such habitat is present to the west,
and access to the Shelby property is constrained by steep creek banks and a chain-link fence along the property
boundary. The creek contains very marginal habitat for the California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii) due to the
small (narrow) channel and lack of adequate water (primarily at depth).
The large amount of open space (approximately 13 acres) on the property provides foraging habitat for a number of
raptors. A red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) was observed foraging there during the site visit. In addition, the
adjacent trees, especially eucalyptus, provide perches for resting and observation of the property. An abundant
prey base of ground squirrels and gophers is also present. The riparian corridor and adjacent/interspersed nonnative woodland provides cover, foraging, resting, and nesting habitat for a variety of song birds.
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The southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) uses dense willow riparian habitats 23 to 23 feet in
height near surface water or saturated soil for nesting. The riparian corridor adjacent to the Project Site does not
contain suitable habitat for nesting given the lack of ponding and/or pools in the creek channel, the lack of a dense
understory throughout much of the riparian corridor, and the relatively high non-native tree component. The
adjacent areas (golf course, disturbed lot, and urban development) do not provide a buffer around the riparian
corridor. The lack of any known breeding occurrences in the Goleta area makes it unlikely that the southwestern
willow flycatcher would breed along El Encanto Creek or be present as transient migrants.
The riparian corridor adjacent to the Project Site contains only marginal habitat for least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii
pusillus), which prefers dense riparian shrubs near the ground with water nearby. As described for the
southwestern willow flycatcher, the lack of substantial understory vegetation throughout much of the riparian
corridor, the relatively high non-native tree component, the lack of a buffer around the riparian corridor, and the lack
of any known breeding occurrences in the Goleta area make it unlikely that least Bell’s vireo would breed or occur
along El Encanto Creek.
Based on our observations, we have determined that information included in the applicant-prepared biological
report is accurate, with the exception of the extent of the arroyo willow riparian woodland as described above.
Recommendations for buffer width based on the streamside protection area defined by the riparian habitat will be
determined in the Project EIR.
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City of Goleta
Planning and Environmental Review
130 Cremona Drive, Suite B
Goleta, CA 93117
May 5, 2015
RE: April 2015 Biological Survey – Shelby Property 7400 Cathedral Oaks
Road (APN: 077-530-019), Goleta, California
Introduction
This letter report describes recent biological survey methods and results performed
during the month of April 2015 on and adjacent to the Shelby Property located at
7400 Cathedral Oaks Road, (APN: 077-530-019) in the City of Goleta, California. The
report also contains updated maps of vegetation and land cover types, as well as
updated sensitive biological resource information from the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife Natural Diversity Database. This report is intended to supplement
the biological report that we (Watershed Environmental) prepared for the property
owners (Shelby Family Trust) in February of 2011. It is our understanding that the
City of Goleta will use the information contained in this letter report and the
information in our 2011 biological report in its’ environmental review of the
residential development project that is proposed on this property.
Survey Methodology
Biologist Mark de la Garza performed biological surveys on the 13.92 acre Shelby
property and accessible adjacent areas on April 3, 8, 16, and 24, of 2015. He was
assisted by Melodee Hickman (environmental analyst/cartographer) on April 3, 2015.
The surveys on April 3 and April 24 were in the morning between the hours of 7:00 10:30 a.m. and the surveys on April 8 and April 16 were in the late afternoon
between the hours of 6:00 – 7:45 pm. Weather conditions during performance of the
April 3, 2015 survey were cool 47-60 degrees Fahrenheit, clear and sunny with light
wind. The weather during the April 8, 2015 survey was sunny and calm with a high
temperature of 70 degrees Fahrenheit. Weather during the April 16, 2015 survey
was warm (80 degrees Fahrenheit) clear and calm. Weather on April 24, 2015 was
cool 52–65 degrees Fahrenheit with high clouds and light winds. Photographs of the
project site were taken to document existing conditions at the time of the surveys
(Attachment 1). Prior to the start of our surveys background biological information
was obtained from the April 2015 California Department of Fish and Wildlife,
California Natural Diversity Data Base1.
Vegetation and land cover types were mapped on a 1-in.= 50-ft.-scale field map with
a January 5, 2015 Google Earth color aerial photograph as the background. The
vegetation composition and dominant species cover was used to identify the
vegetation types following the methodology and nomenclature described in A Manual
1

CDFW 2015. 2014. California Department of Fish and Wildlife, California Natural Diversity Data Base.
April 2015. Sacramento, California.
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of California Vegetation 2nd Edition2. This vegetation classification system has three
main categories which are based on the following criteria:
1. Forests & Woodlands which have a tree canopy of at least 10 percent over
denser layers of shrubs and herbaceous species.
2. Shrublands which have at least 10 percent shrub cover and less than 10
percent tree cover; herbaceous species may have total higher cover than
shrubs.
3. Herbaceous which are dominated by graminoid (grasses) and forbs with less
than 10 percent shrubs, subshrubs and trees.
In this report we identify environmentally sensitive habitat as habitat/vegetation
types that are designated by the City of Goleta3 or County of Santa Barbara as
environmentally sensitive4 and/or are considered to be threatened in California and
are ranked S3.2 or higher by the California Department of Fish and Game 5.
Rare plant surveys were performed by Mark de la Garza and consisted of walking a
meandering route through the property and along the bed of El Encanto Creek
between Northgate Drive and the Shelby property. The April rare plant surveys were
conducted at a time when spring blooming annual and perennial plants would
expected to be present and were conducted per the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories for Federally Listed,
Proposed, and Candidate Plants6, and California Department of Fish and Game
Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant
Populations and Natural Communities7.
Wildlife surveys followed standard professional practices per the Santa Barbara
County Biological Survey Guidelines8, but did not include invertebrate surveys,
nocturnal surveys, or acoustic surveys for bats. Wildlife that were seen, heard, or
had left tracks or scat were recorded when observed. Botanical surveys consisted of
walking the project site and identifying all plant species observed. Samples of a few
plants were collected for identification purposes under a dissecting microscope. Bird
surveys were performed by observing birds with 10x50 binoculars and by listening to
bird calls and included looking for bird nests and raptor perching activity in trees and
shrubs. Identification of birds and bird calls was aided by use of a smartphone
application IBIRD Pro 3.19.
2

Sawyer, J., Keeler-Woolf, T., Evens J. 2009. A Manual of California Vegetation 2nd Edition. California
Native Plant Society and California Department of Fish and Game, Sacramento, California.
3

City of Goleta. 2006. General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan. Adopted October 2, 2006, amended and
republished November 17, 2009.
4

Santa Barbara County. 2005. Biological Resources Map. Unpublished GIS data. County Mapping
Department: Santa Barbara, California.
5

California Department of Fish and Game. 2010. Natural Communities List, California Natural Diversity
Database. Sacramento, California.
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1996. Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories
for Federally Listed, Proposed and Candidate Plants. USFWS: Ventura, California.
7

California Department of Fish and Game. 2009. Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special
Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities. Sacramento, California.
8

Santa Barbara County. 1995. Biological Survey Guidelines. Planning and Development Department:
Santa Barbara, California.
9

Mitch Waite Group 2013. IBIRD Pro 3.1. Smartphone Application. Sausalito, California.
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Survey Results
Vegetation and Land Cover Types
Within the 17.8 acre study area we identified eight vegetation types and 4 land cover
types (Table 1). Figure 1 depicts the location and extent of existing vegetation and land
cover types in the study area. The most noteworthy changes in vegetation since 2011 are
the removal of the avocado orchard from the northern portion of the property, the
conversion of non-native grassland to ruderal vegetation in the area previously used for
agriculture, and a slight expansion in the eucalyptus tree canopy. A description of the
vegetation and land cover types currently present in the study area is provided below.
Table 1. Existing Vegetation and Land Cover Types
Area
(sq. ft.)

Area
(acres)

45,729

1.05

30,904

0.71

3,089

0.07

49,232

1.13

4,666

0.11

1,239

0.03

55,407

1.27

472,895

10.86

663,161

15.22

Asphalt pavement (roads and driveways)

11,343

0.26

Dirt road

13,301

0.31

Structure

5,691

0.13

81,873

1.88

Subtotal Land Cover Types

112,207

2.58

GRAND TOTAL VEGETATION AND LAND COVER

775,368

17.80

Vegetation and Land Cover Type
Vegetation Types
Avena fatua, Bromus diandrus, Hordeum murinum
Semi-Natural Herbaceous Stand (non-native annual
grassland dominated by wild oat, rip-gut brome and
foxtail)
Eucalyptus globulus Semi-Natural Woodland with
olive tree association (blue gum eucalyptus
woodland with olive tree understory)
Lonicera subspicata var. subspicata Shrubland
Alliance (coastal sage scrub dominated by Santa
Barbara honeysuckle)
Ornamental landscape trees and shrubs
Ornamental landscape turf grass
Saliva mellifera Shrubland Alliance (coastal sage
scrub dominated by black sage)
Salix lasiolepis Shrubland Alliance (riparian scrub
dominated by arroyo willow)
Ruderal (dominated by cheeseweed, horseweed,
redstem filaree, knotweed, tumbleweed, and
Russian thistle)
Subtotal Vegetation Types
Land Cover Types

Wood chips, mulch, and bare ground

3
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Vegetation Landuse Community
Arroyo Willow Riparian Woodland
Asphalt pavement
Dirt road
Eucalyptus Semi-Natural Woodland with Olive Tree
Ornamental landscape trees and shrubs
Ornamental landscape turf grass
Ruderal
SB Honeysuckle Coastal Sage Scrub
Salvia mellifera Shrubland Alliance
Structure
Wild Oat & Rip-Gut Brome Non-Native Grassland
Wood chips, mulch, and bare ground
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Avena fatua, Bromus diandrus, Hordeum murinum Semi-Natural Herbaceous
Stand (non-native annual grassland dominated by wild oat, rip-gut brome
and foxtail) this non-native grassland exists along the Cathedral Oaks and
Northgate Drive road shoulders and is comprised of a mixture of annual non-native
grasses and herbs. The dominant species in this vegetation type are wild oat, rip-gut
brome and foxtail. Other species found in this non-native annual grassland include:
red brome, Italian rye, rattail six week grass, smilo grass, soft chess, Harding grass,
wild radish, black mustard, fennel, cheeseweed, common vetch, redstem filaree,
bristly ox tongue and bur clover. There are 12 ornamental strawberry trees planted
along the north side Cathedral Oaks Road and approximately 20 coast live oak tree
saplings planted on the east side of Northgate Drive within the 17.8 acre study area.
This semi-natural non-native grassland herbaceous stand is not considered to be rare
by the CDFW Natural Diversity Data Base and as such does not have a global or
state rarity ranking. The non-native annual grasslands in the study area are not
officially designated or mapped by the City as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat, and
do not meet the City’s criteria to be classified as environmentally sensitive habitat.
Eucalyptus globules Semi-Natural Woodland with olive tree association
(blue gum eucalyptus woodland with olive tree understory) this non-native
woodland exists west of the Shelby property on property owned by the Glen Annie
Golf Course. The dominant vegetation in this vegetation type is blue gum eucalyptus
with a dense olive tree understory. There are approximately 25 large blue gum
eucalyptus trees in the project study area that create this woodland. Other
vegetation present in this woodland include: Peruvian pepper, toyon, poison oak,
periwinkle, coyote brush, Santa Barbara honeysuckle, and a few scattered coast live
oak tree saplings. This non-native eucalyptus semi-natural woodland is not
considered to be rare by the CDFW Natural Diversity Data Base and as such does not
have a global or state rarity ranking. The City of Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land
Use Plan, Conservation Element specifically identifies eucalyptus groves associated
with monarch butterfly roosts as meeting the criteria to be classified as
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat. The eucalyptus grove in the western portion of
the study area is not known to historically or currently support roosting monarch
butterflies and as such does not meet the City’s criteria be classified as
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat.
Lonicera subspicata var. subspicata Shrubland Alliance (coastal sage scrub
dominated by Santa Barbara honeysuckle) this vegetation type occurs on the
Glen Annie Golf Course property west of the Shelby project site on the banks of El
Encanto Creek. Santa Barbara honeysuckle is the dominant species present in this
coastal sage scrub vegetation type. This plant is a perennial shrub with long flexible
stems that form dense impenetrable mats and thickets. The only other species
observed in this vegetation type is poison oak. This coastal sage scrub vegetation
type is not officially recognized in the Manual of California Vegetation 2nd Edition as a
shrub alliance or association because the dominant shrub(s) observed do not meet
any of the published vegetation type membership rules. Other coastal sage scrub
vegetation alliances that are listed in the CDFW Natural Diversity Data Base have
global and state rarity rankings of G4 S4 and G5 S5 meaning they are demonstrably
secure to secure at a global and state levels. Although not officially designated or
mapped by the City as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat, the City of Goleta General
Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan, Conservation Element does specifically identify coastal
sage scrub vegetation and habitat areas containing rare, threatened or endangered
plants as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat. The coastal sage scrub vegetation that
exists in the study area west of the Shelby property meets the City’s criteria to be
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classified as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat due to the presence of rare Santa
Barbara honeysuckle.
Ornamental landscape trees and shrubs this vegetation type includes the
myoporum shrub hedges planted around the western and northern perimeter of the
property, the acacia and pepper trees that line the existing driveway, strawberry
trees planted along the Cathedral Oaks Road shoulder, and assorted ornamental
landscape trees planted around the existing structures on the property. Ornamental
landscape tree and shrub vegetation is not listed by the CDFW Natural Diversity Data
Base and as such does not have a global or state rarity ranking. The ornamental
landscape trees and shrubs in the study area are not officially designated or mapped
by the City as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat, and do not meet the City’s criteria
to be classified as environmentally sensitive habitat.
Ornamental landscape turf grass this vegetation type exists adjacent to the
single family residence in the western portion of the Shelby property. This is an
irrigated lawn that is maintained by the tenant living in the residence. Ornamental
landscape turf grass vegetation is not listed by the CDFW Natural Diversity Data
Base and as such does not have a global or state rarity ranking. The ornamental
landscape turf grass in the study area is not officially designated or mapped by the
City as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat, and does not meet the City’s criteria to be
classified as environmentally sensitive habitat.
Saliva mellifera Shrubland Alliance (coastal sage scrub dominated by black
sage) this vegetation type occurs on the Glen Annie Golf Course property near the
Cathedral Oaks Road El Encanto Creek crossing. The vegetation in this area was
planted as part of the habitat restoration/mitigation for the Cathedral Oaks Road
extension10 (Woodward-Clyde 1997). The dominant species present in this area is
black sage. Other species present include: California sagebrush, Santa Barbara
honeysuckle, coyote brush, and mugwort. Salvia mellifera Shurbland Alliance is listed
by the CDFW Natural Diversity Data Base as having a global and state rarity ranking
of G4 S4 meaning this vegetation type is secure at global and state levels. The
coastal sage scrub vegetation in the study area is not designated or mapped by the
City as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat. This coastal sage scrub vegetation in the
study area was planted in 1997 as part of a habitat restoration/mitigation effort for
the Cathedral Oaks Road extension and does not meet the City’s environmentally
sensitive habitat designation criteria because it is not rare or especially valuable, and
does not contain any rare, threatened, or endangered species.
Salix lasiolepis Shrubland Alliance (arroyo willow riparian scrub) this
vegetation type exists along the bed and banks of El Encanto Creek on the Glen
Annie Golf Course property west of the Shelby property. The dominant tree present
in this vegetation community is arroyo willow. Other species present include: poison
oak, California blackberry, blue elderberry, mugwort, garden nasturtium, smilo
grass, poison hemlock, Santa Barbara honeysuckle, fennel, California figwort, and
western vervain. Salix lasiolepis Shrubland Alliance is listed by the CDFW Natural
Diversity Data Base as having a global and state rarity ranking of G4 S4 meaning
this vegetation type is secure at global and state levels. Although not officially
designated or mapped by the City as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat, the City of
Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan, Conservation Element does identify
riparian habitat and areas containing rare, threatened or endangered plants as
10

Woodward-Clyde 1997 Final Environmental Impact Report 96-EIR-06 Cathedral Oaks Road Circulation
Link Segment 3. Goleta, California.
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Environmentally Sensitive Habitat. The arroyo willow riparian vegetation that exists
in the study area west of the Shelby property meets the City’s criteria to be classified
as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat because of its value as wildlife habitat and the
fact that a rare plant Santa Barbara honeysuckle exists in large numbers within this
vegetation type.
Ruderal (cheeseweed, horseweed, redstem filaree, knotweed, tumbleweed,
and Russian thistle) this vegetation type occurs in the undeveloped portion of the
property in areas that were previously planted in row crops and/or avocado trees.
Ruderal is a term that is applied to weedy vegetation that typically occurs in recently
disturbed areas. The dominant species in this vegetation type are: cheeseweed,
horseweed, redstem filaree, knotweed, tumbleweed, and Russian thistle. Other
species present include: California burclover, prostrate sandmat, bristly ox tongue,
spring vetch, scarlet pimpernel, fennel, castor bean, red brome, rabbitfoot grass,
wild radish, ripgut brome, false brome, Italian thistle, prickly lettuce, puncturevine
Harding grass, wild oat, Bermuda grass, poison hemlock, tocalote, yellow
sweetclover, and black mustard. Ruderal vegetation is not listed by the CDFW
Natural Diversity Data Base and as such does not have a global or state rarity
ranking. The ruderal vegetation in the study area is not officially designated or
mapped by the City as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat, and does not meet the
City’s criteria to be classified as environmentally sensitive habitat.
Asphalt pavement (roads and driveways) this land cover type includes the
asphalt drive that serves the existing residence at 7400 Cathedral Oaks Road.
Dirt road this land cover type includes the existing dirt road in the southern portion
of the property.
Structure this land cover type include the existing single family residence, the
existing horse stable, and three car garage that exist in the western portion of the
property.
Wood chips, mulch, and bare ground this land cover type exists adjacent to the
existing paved asphalt driveway and in the southern portion of the property where
wood cutting and stockpiling of wood and wood chips occurs.
Botanical Resources
A total of 100 different plant species were observed in the 17.8 acre study area
during performance of our April 2015 surveys (Table 2). Approximately 83 percent of
the plant species present in the study area are nonnative and 17 percent are native.
The number of nonnative plant species is higher than normal, but reflects the fact
that most of the Shelby property has been disturbed by past agricultural and land
use practices. The only rare plant found in the study area is Santa Barbara
Honeysuckle which is listed by the California Native Plant Society as a List 1B plant11
which means that this plant is ‘rare, threatened, or endangered in California and
elsewhere’. Most of the native plants that are in the study area are located on the
bed and banks of El Encanto Creek on the Glen Annie Golf Course property. We did
however find 24 Santa Barbara honeysuckle plants growing in the southwestern
portion of the Shelby property between the driveway and the chain link fence that
runs along the western property line. The number of Santa Barbara honeysuckle
11

California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2015. “Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens
List.” California Natural Diversity Data Base. April 2015. The Resources Agency, CDFW: Sacramento,
California.
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plants growing on the Shelby property has increased slightly since 2011 when we
last surveyed the property.
Table 2. Vegetation Observed in Study Area
Scientific Name

Common Name

Acacia pycnantha
Acacia sp.
Agave tequilana
Amaranthus albus
Arbutus unedo
Artemisia californica
Artemisia douglasiana
Asparagus densiflorus
Asphodelus fistulosus
Avena fatua
Baccharis pilularis var. consanguinea
Bougainvillea spectabilis
Brachypodium distachyon
Brassica nigra
Bromus diandrus
Bromus hordeaceus
Bromus madritensis subsp. rubens
Brugmansia sp.
Carduus pycnocephalus subsp.
pycnocephalus
Centaurea melitensis
Cercis occidentalis
Chenopodium album
Chlorophytum comosum
Citrus sp.
Conium maculatum
Convolvulus arvensis
Crassula ovata
Cynodon dactylon
Echium candicans
Elymus condensatus
Erigeron canadensis
Eriobotrya japonica
Erodium cicutarium
Eucalyptus globulus
Euphorbia lathyris
Euphorbia peplus
Euphorbia prostrata
Festuca myuros
Festuca perennis
Ficus carica
Foeniculum vulgare
Fraxinus sp.
Heliconia sp.
Helminthotheca echioides
Hemerocallis sp.

golden wattle
acacia
blue agave
tumbleweed
strawberry tree
California sagebrush
mugwort
asparagus fern
onionweed
wild oat
coyote brush
bougainvillea
false brome
black mustard
ripgut brome
soft chess
red brome
angel trumpet flower

8

Native (N)
Introduced (I)
I
I
I
I
I
N
N
I
I
I
N
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Italian thistle

I

tocalote
western redbud
pigweed
spider plant
orange
poison hemlock
bindweed
jade bush
bermudagrass
pride of madeira
giant wild rye
horseweed
loquat tree
redstem filaree
blue gum eucalyptus
caper spurge
petty spurge
prostrate sandmat
rattail six week grass
Italian rye
mission fig
fennel
ash
heliconia
bristly ox tongue
daylily

I
N
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
N
N
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Scientific Name

Common Name

Heteromeles arbutifolia
Heterotheca grandiflora
Hordeum murinum subsp. leporinum
Hypochaeris glabra
Hypochaeris radicata
Lactuca serriola
Ligustrum sp.
Lonicera subspicata var. subspicata
Lupinus bicolor
Lysimachia arvensis
Malva parviflora
Medicago polymorpha
Melilotus officinalis
Musa sp.
Myoporum laetum
Olea europaea
Oxalis pes-caprae
Pelargonium hortorum
Pennisetum clandestinum
Persea americana
Phalaris aquatica
Pittosporum undulatum
Plantago lanceolata
Poa annua
Polygonum aviculare
Polypogon monspeliensis
Pseudognaphalium luteoalbum
Quercus agrifolia var. agrifolia
Raphanus sativus
Raphiolepis indica
Ricinus communis
Rubus ursinus
Rumex crispus
Salix lasiolepis
Salsola tragus
Salvia mellifera
Sambucus nigra subsp. caerulea
Schinus molle
Schinus terebinthifolius
Scrophularia californica
Silybum marianum
Solanum douglasii
Sonchus asper subsp. asper
Stipa miliacea var. miliacea
Strelitzia nicolai
Syagrus romanzoffiana
Taraxacum officinale
Tecoma capensis
Tipuana tipu
Toxicodendron diversilobum

toyon
telegraphweed
foxtail
smooth cat’s ear
hairy cat’s ear
prickly lettuce
privet
Santa Barbara honeysuckle
miniature lupine
scarlet pimpernel
cheeseweed
California burclover
yellow sweetclover
banana
myoporum
olive tree
sour-grass
garden geranium
kikuyu grass
avocado
Harding grass
sweet pittosporum
English plantain
annual blue grass
knotweed
rabbitfoot grass
weedy cudweed
coast live oak
wild radish
Indian hawthorn
castor bean
California blackberry
curly dock
arroyo willow
Russian thistle
black sage
blue elderberry
Peruvian pepper
Brazilian pepper
California figwort
milk thistle
Douglas’ nightshade
prickly sow-thistle
smilo grass
bird of paradise
queen palm
dandelion
cape honeysuckle
rosewood
western poison oak
9

Native (N)
Introduced (I)
N
I
I
I
I
I
I
N
N
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
N
I
I
I
N
I
N
I
I
N
I
I
N
I
N
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
N
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Scientific Name

Common Name

Tribulus terrestris
Tropaeolum majus
Verbena lasiostachys var. lasiostachys
Vicia sativa
Vinca major

puncturevine
garden nasturtium
western vervain
spring vetch
greater periwinkle

Native (N)
Introduced (I)
I
I
N
I
I

Wildlife
The site conditions within the study area during performance of our April 2015
survey were similar to the conditions observed in 2011 when we performed our last
survey. As previously stated, the most significant change observed was the removal
of the avocado orchard from the northern portion of the property, and the conversion
of non-native grassland vegetation to ruderal vegetation. Another notable difference
was the effect of the ongoing drought on vegetation causing trees and shrubs to
dieback, loose leaves, and non-native grassland vegetation to be shorter than
typically found in wetter year. The 2014 year was the warmest ever recorded in
California12 and also one of the driest with only 10.69 inches of rainfall recorded in
Goleta between September 1, 2014 and April 29, 2015. El Encanto Creek at the time
of our April 2015 surveys was completely dry with no standing water along the 630
ft. long reach of the creek that is adjacent to the Shelby property. The entire
perimeter of the Shelby property is fenced with a 6 ft. tall chain link fence. While
performing our April 2015 surveys, we saw a deer, a coyote, and two brush rabbits,
north of the Shelby property in the myoporum hedge that exists along the northern
property line. We also saw a few pocket gophers California ground squirrels and
western fence lizards on the portion of the property that contains ruderal vegetation.
We also saw/heard 28 different species of birds while performing our April 2015
surveys and we located on inactive red-tailed hawk nest in a blue gum eucalyptus
tree on the banks of El Encanto Creek on property owned by the Glen Annie golf
course. None of the wildlife species observed or expected to occur in the project area
are considered to be ‘rare’, and none are state or federally listed as ‘threatened’ or
‘endangered’ (CNDDB 2015). We only saw two raptor species while performing our
April 2015 surveys a red-tailed hawk, and an American kestrel, both of these birds
were perched in trees adjacent to the Shelby property and were seen foraging offsite
on the adjacent Glen Annie Golf Course property. Table 3 contains a list of wildlife
species observed during performance of our April 2015 surveys and wildlife species
expected to occur on the project site.

12

NOAA 2015. NOAA National Climatic Data Center, State of the Climate: National Overview for Annual
2014, published online January 2015.
10
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Table 3. Wildlife Observed During Performance of April 2015 Surveys and
Expected to Occur in Project Area
Common Name
Scientific Name
Seasonal
Site
Status
Status
Amphibians
arboreal salamander
black-bellied slender
salamander
California tree frog
western toad
Pacific tree frog

Aneides lugubris
Batrachoseps nigriventris

RB
RB

P
E

Pseudacris (=Hyla)
cadaverina
Bufo boreas
Pseudacris (=Hyla) regilla

RB

E

RB
RB

E
E

Lampropeltis getulus
Pituophis catenifer
Elgaria multicarinata
Sceloporus occidentalis
Eumeces skiltonianus
Crotalus viridis

RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB

E
E
E
O
E
E

Melanerpes formicivorus
Selasphorus sasin
Corvus brachyrhynchos
Carduelis tristis
Falco sparverius
Turdus migratorius
Mallard
Calypte anna
Myiarchus cinerascens
Patagioenas fasciata
Tyto alba
Hirundo rustica
Thryomanes bewickii
Sayornis nigricans
Pheucticus melanocephalus
Elanus axillaris
Polioptila caerulea
Molothrus ater
Psaltriparus minimus
Callipepla californica
Toxostoma redivivum
Melozone crissalis
Tyrannus vociferans
Bombycilla cedrorum
Hirundo pyrrhonota
Geothlypis trichas
Accipiter cooperii
Junco hyemalis
Picoides pubescens
Sturnus vulgaris

RB
M
RB
WV
RB
WV
RB
RB
SB
RB
RB
SB
RB
RB
SB
RB
WV
SB
RB
RB
RB
RB
WV
WV
SB
RB
RB
RB
RB
I

O
E
O
E
O
E
O
O
P
O
E
O
O
O
O
E
E
E
O
E
P
O
O
P
E
E
P
E
E
E

Reptiles
common king snake
gopher snake
southern alligator lizard
western fence lizard
western skink
western rattlesnake
Birds
acorn woodpecker
Allen’s hummingbird
American crow
American goldfinch
American kestrel
American robin
Anas platyrhynchos
Anna’s hummingbird
ash-throated flycatcher
band-tailed pigeon
barn owl
barn swallow
Bewick's wren
black phoebe
black-headed grosbeak
black-shouldered kite
blue-gray gnatcatcher
brown-headed cowbird
bushtit
California quail
California thrasher
California towhee
Cassin’s kingbird
cedar waxwing
cliff swallow
common yellowthroat
Cooper’s hawk
dark-eyed junco
downy woodpecker
European starling

11
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Common Name

Scientific Name

golden-crowned sparrow
great blue heron
great egret
great horned owl
hermit thrush
hooded oriole
house finch
house sparrow
house wren
killdeer
Lawrence’s goldfinch
lesser goldfinch
loggerhead shrike
mourning dove
northern flicker
northern harrier
northern mockingbird
northern oriole
Nuttall’s woodpecker
oak titmouse
Pacific-slope flycatcher
plain titmouse
purple finch
red-shouldered hawk
red-tailed hawk
rock pigeon
ruby-crowned kinglet
Rufous-crowned sparrow
Say’s phoebe
sharp-shinned hawk
song sparrow
spotted towhee
turkey vulture
western gull
western meadowlark
western screech-owl
western scrub-jay
white-breasted nuthatch
white-crowned sparrow
white-tailed kite
white-throated swift
wrentit
yellow warbler
yellow-rumped warbler

Zonotrichia atricapilla
Ardea herodias
Casmerodius albus
Bubo virginianus
Catharus guttatus
Icterus cucullatus
Haemorhous mexicanus
Passer domesticus
Troglodytes aedon
Charadrius vociferus
Carduelis lawrencei
Carduelis psaltria
Lanius ludovicianus
Zenaida macroura
Colaptes auratus
Circus cyaneus
Mimus polyglottos
Icterus bullockii
Picoides nuttallii
Bacolophus ridgwayi
Empidonax difficilis
Parus inornatus
Carpodacus purpurius
Buteo lineatus
Buteo jamaicensis
Columba livia
Regulus calendula
Aimophila ruficeps
Sayornis saya
Accipiter striatus
Melospiza melodia
Pipilo maculatus
Cathartes aura
Larus occidentalis
Sturnella neglecta
Otus kennicottii
Aphelocoma californica
Sitta carolinensis
Zonotrichia leucophrys
Elanus leucurus
Aeronautes saxatalis
Chamaea fasciata
Dendroica petechia
Setophaga coronata

Mammals
big brown bat
black-tailed deer
black rat
bobcat

Eptesicus fuscus
Odocoileus hemionus
Rattus rattus
Lynx rufus
12

Seasonal
Status
WV
RB
WV
RB
WV
SB
RB
I
RB
RB
M
RB
WV
SB
RB
WV
RB
M
RB
RB
SB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
WV
RB
RB
WV
RB
RB
V
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
WV
RB
V
RB
V
WV

Site
Status
E
E
O
E
E
O
O
E
E
O
P
P
E
O
E
E
O
P
O
E
E
E
E
E
O
O
E
P
E
E
E
O
O
E
E
P
O
P
O
E
P
O
P
O

SB
RB
I
RB

E
P
E
E
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Common Name

Scientific Name

Botta’s pocket gopher
Brazilian free-tailed bat
broad-footed mole
brush rabbit
California ground squirrel
California mouse
California myotis
California vole
coyote
deer mouse
dusky-foot woodrat
feral cat
red fox
gray fox
Merriam’s chipmunk
ornate shrew
pallid bat
raccoon
striped skunk
Virginia opossum
western harvest mouse
western spotted skunk

Thomomys bottae
Tadarida brasiliensis
Scapanus latimanus
Sylvilagus bachmani
Spermophilus beecheyi
Peromyscus californicus
Myotis californicus
Microtus californicus
Canis latrans
Peromyscus maniculatus
Neotoma fuscipes
Felis catus
Vulpes vulpes
Urocyon cinereoargenteus
Eutamias merriami
Sorex ornatus
Antrozous pallidus
Procyon lotor
Mephitis mephitis
Didelphis virginiana
Reithrodontomys megalotis
Spilogale gracilis

Seasonal
Status
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
SB
RB
V
RB
RB
I
RB
RB
RB
RB
SB
V
V
I
RB
V

Site
Status
O
S
E
O
O
E
E
E
E
E
P
E
P
P
P
P
P
E
E
E
E
E

Codes
Seasonal Status: RB = Resident Breeder; SB = Summer Breeder; M = Migrant; V =
Visitor; WV = Winter Visitor;
I = Introduced Species
Site Status: E = Expected to occur at the project site; O = Observed on or in the
immediate vicinity of the project
site; P = Potential to occur

13
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Sensitive Species
This section provides updated current information on sensitive species occurrence
records obtained from the April 2015 California Department of Fish and Wildlife,
California Natural Diversity Data Base, as well as sensitive species observations
made during the performance of our April 2015 field surveys. In this report, sensitive
species are those protected by the federal Endangered Species Act and/or the
California Endangered Species Act and those species meeting the California
Environmental Quality Act definition of “rare.” This includes all endangered or
threatened species, candidates for listing, species of special concern listed in the
March 2015 California Natural Diversity Data Base Special Animals List13 and April
2015 Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens List14 plants listed by the
California Native Plant Society Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants15 as List 1 or
List 2, as well as plants listed by the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 16 as locally
sensitive.
During the performance of our April surveys we found 24 Santa Barbara honeysuckle
plants growing in the southwestern portion of the Shelby property between the
driveway and the chain link fence that runs along the western property line. We also
found this plant on the golf course property in Santa Barbara honeysuckle dominated
coastal sage scrub and arroyo willow woodland riparian vegetaiton adjacent to El
Encanto Creek between Northgate Drive and the western Shelby property line. We
were not able to count the number of individual Santa Barbara Honeysuckle plants
growing along the banks of EL Encanto Creek on the golf course property because
the vegetation within the creek banks contains dense poison oak and is nearly
impenetrable, however we estimate that there are several hundred Santa Barbara
honeysuckle plants growing in this area. Santa Barbara Honeysuckle is not a state of
federally listed endangered or threatened species, but it is considered by the
California Native Plant Society to be a List 1B species meaning it is rare, threatened,
or endangered in California and as such must be considered during the California
Environmental Quality Act environmental review process.
The newest April 2015 California Department of Fish and Wildlife, California Natural
Diversity Data Base (CNDDB), Geographic Information System data on sensitive
species occurrence records within 2 miles of the Shelby property has only slightly
changed since 2011 when we prepared our original biological report (Figure 2). The
April 2015 CNDDB contains 11 different species occurrence records within 2 miles of
the Shelby property while the 2011 CNDDB contained 10 different species occurrence
records. Sensitive species in the April 2015 CNDDB known to occur within 2 miles of
the Shelby property include:


California red-legged frog (Rana draytoni) Status: federally threatened



Contra Costa goldfields (Lasthenia conjugens) Status: federally endangered



Coulter’s goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata ssp. coulteri) Status: CNPS List 1B



Santa Barbara honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata var. subspicata) Status:
CNPS List 1B

13

California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2015. “Special Animals List.” California Natural Diversity
Data Base. March 2015. The Resources Agency, CDFW: Sacramento, California.
14
California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2015. “Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens
List.” California Natural Diversity Data Base. April 2015. The Resources Agency, CDFW: Sacramento,
California.
15
California Native Plant Society. 2015. Online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants and
Bryophytes (v8-02). CNPS: Sacramento, California.
16
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden. 2007. Rare Plants of Santa Barbara County. Santa Barbara,
California.
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black-flowered figwort (Scrophularia atrata) Status: CNPS List 1B



ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis) Status: CDFW watch list



mesa horkelia (Horkelia cuneata var. puberula) Status: CNPS List 1B



monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) Status: CDFW winter aggregation sites
are threatened



southern tarplant (Centromadia parryi ssp. australis) Status: CNPS List 1B



tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi) Status: federally endangered



western pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata) Status: CDFW species of special
concern

Four (Contra Costa goldfields, Coulter’s goldfields, southern tarplant, and tidewater
goby) of the eleven sensitive species known to occur within 2 miles of the Shelby
property are only known to occur in beach, dune, salt marsh, or vernal pool habitat
and have no potential to occur in the habitat types present on the Shelby property.
In addition to the 11 species listed by the CNDDB as occurring within 2 miles of the
Shelby property, we have identified the following additional special status wildlife
species as having the potential to occur in the project vicinity: coast range newt
(Taricha torosa), silvery legless lizard, two-striped garter snake, Bell’s sage sparrow
(Amphispiza belli belli), loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus), white-tailed kite
(Elanus leucurus), Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii), and sharp-shinned hawk
(Accipiter striatus). Table 4 below contains a list of sensitive species potentially
occurring in the project area and an evaluation of their occurrence potential.

15
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Table 4. List of Sensitive Species Potentially Occurring in the Project Area and Evaluation of Occurrence Potential
Common Name
Amphibians and
Reptiles
California red-legged
frog

Coast Range newt

Scientific Name

Rana draytoni

Taricha torosa

Special
Status

Occurrence
Potential

Notes

FT

Low
Potential for
Occurrence

CSC

Low
Potential for
Occurrence

Adult California red-legged frogs are almost
always associated with permanent bodies of
water, and prefer ponds with emergent fresh
water marsh vegetation or riparian vegetation.
During the non-breeding season, some frogs
disperse into adjacent upland habitat and on
average travel 150 ft. from a breeding pond but
some are known to travel as far as 1.7 miles17
Nonbreeding habitat include nearly any habitat
within 1.7 miles of a breeding site that stays
moist and cool through the summer. The Shelby
property does not contain any aquatic habitat and
lacks any suitable moist or cool upland habitat for
this species. The nearest permanent aquatic
habitat is a pond on the Glen Annie Golf Course
located approximately 70 ft. east of the Shelby
property line. The nearest suitable non-breeding
upland habitat for this species is the coastal sage
scrub and riparian habitat along the banks of El
Encanto Creek west of the Shelby property.
Coast range newts spend the non-breeding part
of the year (June to November) in terrestrial
upland habitats underground in small mammal
burrows, beneath rocks, logs, and under leaf
litter. During the breeding season (December to
May) they migrate to fresh water aquatic habitats
(ponds, reservoirs, and streams) to breed and lay
eggs. The nearest aquatic habitat for this species
is a pond on the Glen Annie Golf Course located
approximately 70 ft. east the Shelby property.
This species has a very low potential of
occurrence in the upland habitat present on the
Shelby property, due to the agricultural land use
history and frequent soil disturbance that has
occurred.

17

Fellers, G. and Kleeman P. 2007. California Red-Legged Frog (Rana draytonii) Movement and Habitat Use: Implications for Conservation. Journal of Herpetology,
Vol. 41, No. 2, pp. 276–286, Western Ecological Research Center, USGS, Point Reyes National Seashore, Point Reyes, California.
16

Watershed Environmental 05/05/15

April 2015 Biological Survey
Shelby Property 7400 Cathedral Oaks Road, Goleta CA

Common Name

Scientific Name
Anniella pulchra pulchra

Special
Status
CSC

Occurrence
Potential
Low
Potential for
Occurrence

silvery legless lizard

two-striped garter
snake

Thamnophis hammondii

CSC

Low
Potential for
Occurrence

western pond turtle

Actinemys marmorata

CSC

Low
Potential for
Occurrence

17

Notes
This species is fossorial meaning it is adapted to
digging and living its entire life below ground.
Preferred habitat is sandy soil, and/or areas with
thick accumulations of leaf litter. This species has
a very low potential of occurrence because of a
lack of suitable soil substrate, lack of leaf litter,
and frequent soil disturbance that occurred during
past agricultural operations.
This species occurs in areas with permanent and
semi-permanent aquatic habitat. There is no
suitable aquatic habitat on the Shelby property
and the segment of El Encanto Creek that is
adjacent to the Shelby property is ephemeral and
was completely dry during performance of our
April 2015 surveys. The nearest suitable aquatic
habitat for this species is a pond on the Glen
Annie Golf Course located approximately 70 ft.
east the Shelby property. This species has a very
low potential of occurrence in the upland habitat
present on the Shelby property, due to the lack of
vegetation cover, and disturbed condition of the
property.
This species occurs in aquatic habitat in slow
moving creeks, lakes, ponds, and reservoirs.
There is no suitable aquatic habitat on the Shelby
property. The segment of El Encanto Creek that is
adjacent to the Shelby property is an ephemeral
creek but during performance of our April 2015
surveys was completely dry. The nearest
permanent aquatic habitat is a pond on the Glen
Annie Golf Course located approximately 70 ft.
east of the Shelby property line. This species is
not expected to occur in the segment of El
Encanto Creek adjacent to the Shelby property
due to the lack of aquatic habitat. This species is
also not expected to occur in the pond on the golf
course due to the high level of disturbance that
occurs during performance of routine golf course
maintenance activities.
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Common Name

Scientific Name

Special
Status

Occurrence
Potential

Fish
Tidewater goby

Eucyclogobius newberryi

FE
CSC

None
No Potential for
Occurrence

Birds
Bell’s sage sparrow

Amphispiza belli belli

CWL

Low
Potential for
Occurrence
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Notes

The tidewater gobies live in brackish, shallow coastal
lagoons, estuaries, and the lower segments of streams
where the water is fairly still, but not stagnant.
Tidewater gobies normally live in the tidally influenced
portions of coastal waters and in adjacent upstream
freshwater habitat. The nearest known observation
records to the project site for this fish is Devereux
Slough, it is also known to occur Elwood Creek. The
movement of fish from Devereux Slough upstream
into El Encanto Creek is physically limited by a 1,800
ft. of channelized creek bed and banks that exist in
the lower section of El Encanto Creek south of the
Hollister Avenue and a 565 ft. long culvert that exists
beneath the 101 Freeway, Calle Real, and the
Southern Pacific Railroad. Both of these structures are
barriers to fish migration and effectively block the
migration of tide water gobies from Devereux Slough
into El Encanto Creek.
This species prefers semi-open coastal sage scrub
and chaparral habitats. The Shelby property does
not contain any suitable habitat for this bird, but
the coastal sage scrub vegetation growing on the
banks of El Encanto Creek and around the
margins of the Glen Annie Golf Course may
provide suitable habitat for this species. Given the
lack of suitable habitat for this species on the
Shelby property, but proximity to habitat that
may support this species we have identified the
occurrence potential of this species as low.
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Common Name

Scientific Name

Special
Status
CSC

Occurrence
Potential
Low
Potential for
Occurrence
(foraging only)

Cooper’s hawk

Accipiter cooperii

ferruginous hawk

Buteo regalis

CWL

Low
Potential for
Occurrence
(foraging only)

loggerhead shrike

Lanius ludovicianus

CSC

Moderate
Potential for
Occurrence
(foraging only)

19

Notes
This raptor species preys on other birds and
prefers to hunt and nest in woodland habitats.
The Shelby property does not contain any
woodland habitat however there are eucalyptus
and riparian woodlands on the adjacent properties
where this bird may be found. Given the
proximity of the Shelby property to adjacent
woodland habitat, there is the potential for this
raptor to occasionally forge for prey on the
Shelby property. Given the poor habitat quality
on the Shelby property, but proximity to
woodland habitat we have identified the potential
for occurrence of this species as low.
This large raptor species is a fall transient and
winter visitor to the south coast of Santa Barbara
County. Ferruginous hawks prefer to hunt in open
habitats such as grasslands and fields. This
species is not known to nest in Santa Barbara
County and is only seen in very low numbers as it
passes through our area. The Shelby property
and adjacent Glen Annie Golf Course is open
habitat that may provide foraging habitat for this
species as it migrates through our area.
This bird forages for insects, lizards, mice, and
other birds, in open and semi-open habitats. It is
best known for its peculiar habit of impaling its
prey on thorns and barbwire fences to hold them
while it eats them. Along the south coast of Santa
Barbara County, this bird is an uncommon to
fairly common transient and winter visitor that is
known to rarely breed on the south coast south
between Point Conception and Gaviota. Given the
habitat types present in the project area, we
believe that this species has a moderate potential
to occur in the fall and winter in project area, but
has no potential (none) to breed.
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Common Name

Scientific Name
Accipiter striatus

Special
Status
CWL

Occurrence
Potential
Moderate
Potential for
Occurrence
(foraging only)

sharp-shinned hawk

white-tailed kite

Elanus leucurus

CFP

Moderate
Potential for
Occurrence
(foraging only)

20

Notes
This medium sized raptor is a fall transient and
winter visitor to the south coast of Santa Barbara
County. It prefers to hunt in semi-open and
wooded habitats and is not known to nest in
Santa Barbara County. The Shelby property and
adjacent Glen Annie Golf Course contain habitat
that may occasionally provide foraging habitat for
this species as it migrates through our area.
Given the habitat types present, we believe that
this species has a moderate potential to occur in
the fall and winter in project area, but has no
potential (none) to breed.
White-tailed kite is a medium size raptor that
forges for small mammals, birds, lizards and
insects in savanna, grasslands, orchards, open
woodlands, agricultural fields, and marsh
habitats. White-tailed kites are common yearround residents of Santa Barbara County, with
the greatest number of individuals occurring
along the South Coast of Santa Barbara County in
the fall and winter. White-tailed kites are social
birds that mate for life and communally roost in
large groups at night during the winter. The
Shelby property and adjacent Glen Annie Golf
Course contain habitat that may occasionally
provide foraging habitat for this species. Given
the habitat types present on and adjacent to the
Shelby property, we believe that this species has
a moderate potential to occasionally forage in the
project area, but has no potential (none) to nest
or communal roost.
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Common Name

Scientific Name

Special
Status

Occurrence
Potential

Insects
monarch butterfly

Danaus plexippus

CSC

Known to occur
but foraging only

Winter aggregation sites are typically in dense
eucalyptus groves that provide protection from
wind and rain. The small grove of eucalyptus
trees growing on the banks of El Encanto Creek
adjacent to the Shelby property are too sparse
and exposed to be used by monarch butterflies as
a winter aggregation site. Monarch butterflies are
expected to forage on the Shelby property, but
given the lack of suitable roosting trees, we have
concluded that there is no potential to for winter
aggregation.

Plants
black-flowered figwort

Scrophularia atrata

List 1B

None
No Potential for
Occurrence

Contra Costa goldfields

Lasthenia conjugens

FE

None
No Potential for
Occurrence

Coulter’s goldfields

Lasthenia glabrata ssp.
coulteri

List 1B

None
No Potential for
Occurrence

This plant is an endemic perennial herb that is
usually found in coastal sage scrub and chaparral
plant communities. This plant is very similar in
appearance to the more common species
California figwort which was found in the study
area growing on the banks of El Encanto Creek.
The nearest known population of black flowered
figwort to the project site is approximately 1.2
miles away near the intersection of Cathedral
Oaks Road and Calle Real. This plant was not
seen in the study area during performance of our
January 2011 or April 2015 biological surveys,
and is not expected to occur on the Shelby
property.
This plant in an annual endemic herb that only
occurs around the margins of vernal pools and in
wet meadows at low elevations. The Shelby
property and adjacent study area lacks any
suitable habitat for this species and therefore we
have identified the occurrence potential as none,
no potential for occurrence.
This plant is an annual endemic herb that only
occurs around the margins of vernal pools and
margins of saline wetlands. The Shelby property
and adjacent study area lacks any suitable habitat
for this species and therefore we have identified
the occurrence potential as none, no potential for
occurrence.
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Common Name

Scientific Name

Special
Status
List 1B

Occurrence
Potential
None
No Potential for
Occurrence

southern tarplant

Centromadia parryi ssp.
australis

mesa horkelia

Horkelia cuneata ssp.
puberula

List 1B

None
No Potential for
Occurrence

Santa Barbara
honeysuckle

Lonicera subspicata
var. subspicata

List 1B

Known to Occur

Santa Barbara morning
glory

Calystegia sepium var.
binghamiae

List 1A

None
No Potential for
Occurrence
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Notes
This plant is a late flowering (June-September)
endemic annual herb that occurs near the coast in
seasonally moist often saline grasslands (Jepson
1993). The surveys that were performed in January
2011 and April 2015 were performed outside of the
period when this plant would be present. However,
this plant is not expected to occur on the Shelby
property because of the lack of suitable seasonally wet
grassland habitat. The nearest known population of
this plant to the project site is 1.7 miles away near the
Ellwood tank farm.
This perennial endemic plant is normally found in oak
woodland, chaparral, and coastal sage scrub habitat.
It was not seen during performance of the January
2011 or April 2015 biological surveys. Given the
existing disturbed site conditions and long history of
agricultural use of the property we have identified the
potential for occurrence of this species as none, no
potential for occurrence.
This perennial large shrub was observed during
performance of our January 2011 and April 2015 field
surveys in the southwest corner of the Shelby
property and on the banks of El Encanto Creek on the
adjacent property to the west owned by the Glen
Annie Golf Course. A total of 24 of these plants were
found on the Shelby property and we estimate that
approximately 200 of these plants exist on the
adjacent golf course property between Northgate
Drive and the Shelby western property line.
This perennial plant was on the 2011 CNDDB list
as occurring within 2 miles of the Shelby property
but is no longer listed in the April 2015 CNDDB.
This may be due to the fact that this plant is
presumed extinct; and was last observed in Santa
Barbara in 1921. This plant was associated with
freshwater marsh habitat. Freshwater marsh
habitat does not exist on the Shelby property and
for this reason we have concluded that there is no
potential for occurrence of this species.
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Status Codes
FT = Federally listed as threatened
SE =State-listed as endangered
FE = Federally listed as endangered
ST = State-listed as threatened
CSC = CDFW California Special-Concern Species
CFP = CDFW fully protected species
List 1A = CNPS plants presumed extinct in California
List 1B = CNPS plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere
List 2 = CNPS plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere
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CWL = CDFW watch list
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Conclusions
The site is relatively unchanged from the list time we surveyed the site in 2011.
Since 2011, the few remaining avocado trees were removed, and the area that was
previously used to grow row crops has been left fallow and is now dominated by
weedy ruderal non-native plant species. The only sensitive species observed on the
property was Santa Barbara honeysuckle (Lonicera subspicata var. subspicata) a
California Native Plant Society List 1B plant that is considered rare, threatened, or
endangered in California and elsewhere. Santa Barbara honeysuckle is also
considered by the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden to be rare. A total of 24 Santa
Barbara honeysuckle plant were found on the Shelby property during performance of
our in April 2015 surveys.
A large number of bird species were seen during performance of our April 2015
surveys, none of which were rare, endangered, or threatened. Our bird surveys were
conducted during the bird breeding and nesting season and we observed birds
actively engaged in breeding behaviors (males calling, and defending territory) and
birds collecting nest building materials. We did not find any active bird nests on the
Shelby property, but we did find an inactive red-tailed hawk nest in a large
eucalyptus tree on the banks of El Encanto Creek west of the Shelby property. Given
the bird breeding activity that we saw, we are certain that many of the birds that we
observed during performance of our surveys are nesting on or adjacent to Shelby
property. Active raptor nests are protected by the California Fish and Wildlife Code
and the nest of migratory birds species are protected by the Federal Migratory Bird
Treaty Act.
The Shelby property does not contain and City mapped or designated
environmentally sensitive habitat. However, the County of Santa Barbara has
designated the riparian corridor of El Encanto Creek adjacent (west) to the Shelby
property as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat, and we have determined that the
arroyo willow woodland riparian vegetation and coastal sage scrub vegetation that is
dominated by Santa Barbara honeysuckle that exists along the bed and banks of El
Encanto Creek meets the City’s criteria to be classified as Environmentally Sensitive
Habitat because of its value as wildlife habitat and the fact that Santa Barbara
honeysuckle is a rare plant that exists in large numbers within these vegetation
types.
If you have any questions or need any additional information, please give me a call
at (805) 729 1070 or send me an email at
mdelagarza@watershedenvironmental.com.
Sincerely,

Mark de la Garza
President Watershed Environmental
Attachments
Attachment 1. April 2015 Photographs of Study Area
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View facing Northeast

View facing Northwest

View facing South

View facing North

Photos 1 – 4. Ruderal vegetation in fallow field.
View facing North

View facing North

Photos 5 & 6. Horse barn & Residential Structures within 7400 Cathedral Oaks
property.
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View facing Northwest

View facing West

View facing West

View facing Northwest

Photo 7-10. Eucalyptus Semi-Natural
Woodland with Olive Trees found on western
edge of property.

Photo 11 & 12. Eucalyptus Woodland and Arroyo Willow Riparian Woodland found
along western property edge on Northgate Drive, views facing north.
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Photo 13. Arroyo Willow Vegetation &
Santa Barbara Honeysuckle vegetation
found below Eucalyptus tree overstory in
western edge of property, view facing
west.

Photo 14
. Santa Barbara Honeysuckle/Coastal Sage
Scrub found on southwestern edge of
property, view facing west.

View facing South

View facing West

Photo 15 & 16. Ornamental Vegetation found along western edge of property.
View facing South

View facing North

View facing North

Photos 17-19. Dry El Encanto Creek
Bed with Arroyo Willow overstory,
blackberry and non-native grass
understory, found adjacent to western
parcel boundary.
A1-4

