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ANALYSIS

4.2

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Note: After the Draft EIR was released, the applicant chose to remove the car wash facilities from
the Project site, and use of the car wash area is no longer part of the proposal. All references to
future use of the car wash area have been removed from the project description and the impact
analysis.
Biological resources include plants and animals (common and special-status) and the habitats
they rely on. Geology, soils, topography, climate, and hydrology, as well as human activities, all
affect the abundance and distribution of biological resources. This section describes biological
resources at and near the Project site at the time the NOP was issued (2016). Older data are
used when more recent information is not available and to indicate the potential for occurrence of
species whose distribution and abundance can change over time (e.g., species that may only be
present in some years).
Sources of information used in this analysis include the following:
•

A biological report 1 prepared by the applicant (included as Appendix B).

•

A Cardno peer-review of the applicant’s biological report (included as Appendix C) and
associated observations made during a site visit to the property on March 4, 2016.

•

Information included in the City of Goleta’s Conservation Element of the GP/CLUP (City of
Goleta 2006).

•

The California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), which contains records of specialstatus species and habitats.

•

Aerial photographs from Google Earth and the National Agricultural Imaging Project.

•

Observations made by Cardno biologists during other work in the Goleta Valley over the last
several decades.

•

Federally listed and proposed species, and designated critical habitat that could occur in the
Project area from US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

•

Maps of critical habitat from USFWS.

•

National Wetlands Inventory maps.

•

City of Goleta Environmentally Sensitive Habitat layers and maps from the GP/CLUP (City of
Goleta 2006).

•

Literature information, including reports for other projects in the area.

4.2.1

Existing Conditions

The Rancho GoletaEstates parcel extends from Hollister Avenue on the north to approximately
300 feet south of Devereux Creek. About 80 percent of the property is developed with mobile
homes, associated infrastructure, and a small amount of landscape vegetation. A paved
1

Note that the applicant’s report is called a Biological Assessment, but we refer to it as a biological
report so that it will not be confused with a federal Endangered Species Act Section 7 permitting
document, which is known as a Biological Assessment. The applicant’s biology report is not suitable for
or intended to be used as a federal Endangered Species Act permitting document.
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hammerhead is present at the south end of the developed area for a fire truck turnaround (repaved
in 2014). The remaining approximately 20 percent of the parcel is undeveloped. A City-owned
parcel extends from Coronado Drive on the west to the Rancho GoletaEstates property on the
east and 95 feet south of the southern boundary of the residential development on the north side
of the proposed emergency access road.
4.2.1.1

Project Area

The developed mobile home park provides minimal habitat for biological resources. Wildlife
present are those species adapted to urban development such as house finch, northern
mockingbird, English sparrow, American crow, house mouse, and Norway rat. Domestic cats and
dogs are also present. Vegetation within the development is typical of residential areas. The
undeveloped portions of the property have predominantly weedy vegetation with eucalyptus and
shamel ash trees along Devereux Creek.
The northern edge of the City parcel contains landscape vegetation along portions of the fence
for the adjacent residential development. This area slopes downward to the south, to a relatively
flat area that is crossed by an informal trail that connects to trails to the east and west through the
Devereux Creek floodplain and adjacent eucalyptus woodlands. The flat area is primarily
dominated by nonnative herbaceous species. The north bank of Devereux Creek has a sloping
concrete wall. A narrow strip of trees and shrubs, mostly nonnative, grow along the top of the
bank. However, three coast live oak trees and five willow trees are present, as well as a sapling
sycamore tree. Several willow stems have fallen across the creek from the south, resting on the
top of the concrete wall, and then turning upward to the light.
Biological resources on both parcels are described in more detail below.
Vegetation
The botanical study area includes Rancho GoletaEstates and the City of Goleta-owned parcel
that abuts the mobile home park and continues to the west approximately 100 feet past Coronado
Drive (APN 079-442-023). Vegetation present on the two parcels is shown in Figure 4.2-1.
Vegetation categories are based on the California Manual of Vegetation II (Sawyer et al. 2009),
for categories included in that text. However, most the vegetation present at the parcels is
nonnative, and nonnative vegetation types are generally underrepresented in Sawyer et al. If no
vegetation categories are available in Sawyer et al., a similar naming convention, based on
dominant vegetation, was used. Table 4.2-1 provides acreage of vegetation at the two parcels.
Table 4.2-1

Vegetation at Project Site

Vegetation Type
Annual brome grassland
Disturbed/developed

Rancho GoletaEstates (acres)

City of Goleta Property(acres)

0.02

0.02

13.70

0

Eucalyptus semi-natural stands

3.09

0.32

Landscaping

0

0.05

Shamel ash riparian woodland

0

0.58
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Annual brome grasslands are present in the northern portion of the City-owned parcel along a
walking path that runs between Coronado Drive and the mobile home park. The trail continues
southeast once entering the Rancho GoletaEstates property, but is under the canopy of other
trees. Annual brome grasslands are composed primarily of nonnative species, dominated by
ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus) with other herbaceous nonnative species abundant as well,
including barley (Hordeum glaucum), Italian ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum), Mediterranean
mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), wild radish (Raphanus sativus), and milk thistle (Silybum
marianum).
Disturbed/developed vegetation occupies the majority of the area mapped at the mobile home
park. Most of the land area is paved and supports very little vegetation. Vegetation that is present
is almost exclusively nonnative and represented by planted landscaping such as roses and
geraniums. Small lawns of Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon) are also present. In addition, some
areas are dominated by nonnative invasive species such as sow thistle (Sonchus spp.).
Eucalyptus semi-natural stands are present along Devereux Creek on the City property and cover
an area from just north of Devereux Creek to the southern property boundary on the Rancho
GoletaEstates property. The dominant vegetation is blue gum eucalyptus (Eucalyptus globulus),
but other species of eucalyptus are also present. All of these species are nonnative. Due to very
high canopy cover and a chemical leachate produced by the eucalyptus, the understory is very
limited in this habitat. However, herbaceous species, including sourgrass (Oxalis pes-caprae),
and various nonnative annual grasses are sparse, but present. Despite the nonnative nature of
the vegetation, it has been at this location for a considerable length of time and provides very
important habitat for a variety of species, particularly monarch butterflies and raptors, as
discussed below. In addition, it is considered environmentally sensitive habitat (ESH) due to its
importance to wildlife species.
Landscaping is present as small patches just south of the fence line separating the private
properties along Daytona Drive from the City-owned parcel. The amount of these plantings is very
limited and consists of yard plantings such as bamboo and echium (Echium sp.). These plantings
are interspersed with nonnative grasses and herbs, similar to annual brome grasslands. In
addition, several properties have gates and steps leading from the backyards into the City-owned
property.
Shamel ash riparian woodland is present along the channel of Devereux Creek, where the creek
is not dominated by eucalyptus trees. The applicant’s biological report labels this area as arroyo
willow thickets. However, it does not meet the membership rules in Sawyer et al., which is that 50
percent relative cover is arroyo willow. On the two properties, Devereux Creek has much less
than 50 percent cover of arroyo willow and much more than 50 percent cover of shamel ash
(Fraxinus uhde). Many other nonnative species are present as well, including privet (Ligustrum
sp.), Cape ivy (Delairea odorata), and English ivy (Hedera helix). In addition, at least one location
supports spike rush (Eleocharis macrostachya) and is considered a City of Goleta wetland and a
state wetland. It is assumed to also be a federal wetland, although no investigation of soils or
hydrology was conducted in that location. This habitat is considered ESH based on the riparian
and wetland characteristics (see discussion below).
Small patches of coastal scrub are also present, intermixed with annual brome grasslands and
shamel ash riparian woodland, but they are too small to be mapped separately. They are primarily
dominated by coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis) intermixed with nonnative annual grasses.
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Wildlife
The Ellwood Mesa area supports a variety of wildlife species and habitats outside the urban
developments. Eucalyptus woodlands, some associated with drainages and some in uplands,
provide habitat for monarch butterflies and raptor roosting and nesting. Open grassland and scrub
areas provide foraging habitat for raptors and other birds as well as habitat for reptiles and small
mammals. The emergency access road is between Devereux Creek and urban development,
while the Rancho GoletaEstates property is between urban development on the east and west
with open space to the southeast that contains eucalyptus woodland. The following describes
common and typical wildlife in the Project area.
As noted above, urban development in and adjacent to the Rancho GoletaEstates site limits the
value of wildlife habitat present. In addition, human use of the trails along Devereux Creek
adjacent to the proposed emergency access road site also reduce the value of wildlife habitat in
the undeveloped areas. Common species of reptiles and amphibians expected to occur in both
developed and undeveloped areas include Baja California chorus frog (Pseudacris
hypochondriaca), western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis), and southern alligator lizard
(Gerrhonotus multicarinatus). The chorus frog breeds in standing to slow-moving water during the
spring. Snakes likely to be present in the undeveloped areas include gopher snake (Pituophis
catenifer), western terrestrial garter snake (Thamnophis elegans), and common kingsnake
(Lampropeltis getulus) (Tierney and Collins 2015). Devereux Creek adjacent to the Project site
does not support fish populations, although fish from downstream perennial waters could move
upstream during the wet season.
Monarch butterfly aggregation sites are present adjacent to the Project as described below under
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas, and sensitive wildlife species are discussed under
Special-Status Species.
Common song birds that have been observed or are expected to occur in eucalyptus woodlands,
arroyo willow patches, and ruderal/landscaped habitats on Ellwood Mesa are listed in Table 4.22. Raptors that may use the trees in the Project area for perching, roosting, or nesting include
red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus), Cooper’s hawk
(Accipiter cooperi), American kestrel (Falco sparverius), great horned owl (Bubo virginianus),
northern harrier (Circus cyaneus), and merlin (Falco columbarius) (Althouse and Meade 2006,
Storrer and Collins 1990). Turkey vultures (Cathartes aura) have roosted approximately 2,640
feet northwest of the Project site (Tierney and Collins 2015).
Table 4.2-2

Common Song Birds of Ellwood Mesa

Common Name

Scientific Name

Anna’s hummingbird

Calypte anna

Northern flicker

Colaptes auratus

Brewer’s blackbird

Euphagus cyanocephalus

House finch

Haemorhous mexicanus

Bullock’s oriole

Icterus bullockii

Hooded oriole

Icterus cucullatus

Dark-eyed junco

Junco hyemalis

Song sparrow

Melospiza melodia

California towhee

Melozone crissalis
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Common Song Birds of Ellwood Mesa

Common Name

Scientific Name

Northern mockingbird

Mimus polyglottos

House sparrow

Passer domesticus

Bushtit

Psaltriparus minimus

Ruby-crowned kinglet (winter only)

Regulus calendula

Black phoebe

Sayornis nigricans

Allen’s hummingbird

Selasphorus sasin

Yellow-rumped warbler (winter only)

Setophaga coronata

Lesser goldfinch

Spinus psaltria

European starling

Sturnus vulgaris

Bewick’s wren

Thryomanes bewickii

Mourning dove

Zenaida macroura

Sources: Storrer and Collins 1990, Tierney and Collins 2015

A number of mammal species are expected to occur at the Project site and in adjacent habitat
along Devereux Creek (Tierney and Collins 2015). Small mammals include broad-footed mole
(Scapanus latimanus), Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae), deer mouse (Peromyscus
maniculatus), house mouse (Mus musculus), and black rat (Rattus rattus), while larger mammals
include Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana), domestic cat (Felis domesticus), domestic dog
(Canis familiaris), northern raccoon (Procyon lotor), and striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis). These
species are all tolerant of or associated with human activity. Three common bat species are
expected to forage in the Project area: California myotis (Myotis californicus), big brown bat
(Eptesicus fuscus), and Brazilian free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis). Other mammals not
discussed in Tierney and Collins (2015) that may be present periodically include the coyote (Canis
latrans), desert cottontail (Sylvilagus audubonii), and red fox (Vulpes vulpes) (Storrer and Collins
1990).
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas
The City of Goleta Conservation Element defines Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA)
types, provides some specific examples, and establishes buffer policies to protect the ESHAs.
Several ESHA types are present within or near the Project site, including monarch butterfly
aggregation areas, raptor nesting habitat, riparian habitat, wetlands, lagoon habitat, raptor nesting
habitat, and possibly habitat for special status species. The following discussion addresses each
of these ESHA types in proximity to the Project site; Figure 4.2-2 shows the location of these
features in the Project vicinity, based on the City’s Environmentally Sensitive Habitat mapping.
However, the scale of the information in Figure 4.2-2 is coarse, and more refined ESHA location
information is provided in the text and in Figure 4.2-1, which is based on recent field investigations.
For example, riparian/march/vernal shown on Figure 4.2-2 is more accurately mapped as shamel
ash riparian on Figure 4.2-1.
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The eucalyptus trees in the south part of the Rancho GoletaEstates parcel contain the Ellwood
East monarch butterfly aggregation area, as well as a current (2015) red-tailed hawk nest and
historic (1999) red-shouldered hawk and white-tailed kite nests (Tierney and Collins 2015). The
active red-tailed hawk nest is approximately 250 to 300 feet south of the eastern end of the
emergency access road, and another active (2015) red-tailed hawk nest is present to the west,
well outside the Project area. Raptor nests are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA), as well as California Fish and Game Code and City policies (GP/CLUP Sub-policies CE
8.1 and 8.2).
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The Ellwood East monarch aggregation site was active until 1999 but may no longer be active
(Tierney and Collins 2015). The Ellwood Main aggregation site (approximately 450 feet southwest
of the Project) is one of the largest overwintering sites in California (Monroe et al. 2016) and is
heavily visited by people to observe the butterflies (The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County
2016). Monarch butterfly ESHA is also present in the eucalyptus woodlands along Devereux
Creek and its tributaries, as well as along the east side of Rancho GoletaEstates (Figure 3 in
Tierney and Collins 2015; Appendix B). This ESHA extends into the proposed emergency fire
access road corridor and covers the southern portion of the Rancho GoletaEstates parcel.
Devereux Creek is also designated as ESHA in the City’s GP/CLUP. The creek supports riparian
habitat along its length adjacent to the Project site and wetland habitat in scattered locations.
Riparian habitat is generally considered ecologically valuable because it acts as a filter to protect
the aquatic environment associated with a stream, provides important nesting and foraging habitat
for wildlife, and provides shade to streams, which maintains water temperature and reduces algal
growth, improving the characteristics for aquatic species. In the Project vicinity, Devereux Creek
is substantially degraded. The reasons for the degradation include limited riparian vegetation on
the north side due to an existing dirt path and heavy usage by people for hiking and other passive
recreation. Further, the vegetation is primarily dominated by nonnative species, such as shamel
ash and eucalyptus. Nonetheless, Devereux Creek provides important wildlife habitat, shading,
and some filtration functions in the vicinity of the proposed Project. The riparian corridor also is
an important stopover/resting location for migratory songbirds, particularly during their fall
migration (Santa Barbara Audubon Society 2016).
Wetlands along Devereux Creek adjacent to the Project area are relatively limited in extent and
consist of patches of spike rush, which is flooded during runoff events after storms. Due to the
position of the creek in this location (adjacent to a north-facing slope and heavily shaded), it is
likely that subsurface water is present frequently. This section of Devereux Creek is mapped as
freshwater forested/shrub wetland on the National Wetlands inventory (USFWS 2016a) and as
palustrine scrub shrub temporarily flooded in another wetland study (CSUN 2012). A March 2016
site visit confirmed the palustrine scrub shrub category.
Devereux Creek flows into Devereux Slough to the southeast. Devereux Slough is an important
tidal estuary that supports several listed and special-status birds, plants, and fish, including the
tidewater goby (see discussion below). Due to the habitat diversity, changing water levels that
expose invertebrate food sources, and the relatively undisturbed nature of the habitat, over 290
species of birds are found in Devereux Slough (UCNRS 2016). Urban inflows are affecting water
quality and slough dynamics in Devereux Slough (City of Goleta 2006). Tidal estuaries have
decreased in extent substantially over the last 150 years, and very little habitat of this type remains
in California. Reduction in extent coupled with the importance of this habitat for birds and other
species increases the importance of this habitat.
Special-Status Species
For the purposes of this report, “special-status species” include all state and federally listed or
proposed species; plant species with a California Rare Plant Rank of 1B (considered rare,
threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere); and state species of special concern. All
local concern species and plants with a lower California Rare Plant Rank (2, 3, or 4) were noted
if observed and are discussed under wildlife and vegetation.
No critical habitat has been designated for federally listed species at or adjacent to the Project
site. The nearest designated critical habitat is for the western snowy plover, along the beach
approximately 0.3 mile south of the Project site. Special-status species known to occur within 2.5
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miles of the Project site are summarized in Table 4.2-3 (CNDDB 2016a and b). The 2.5-mile
distance was selected to cover Ellwood Mesa, but avoid foothill species that would not occur in
lowland habitats such as the Project site. In addition, Table 4.2-3 also includes species identified
by USFWS as potentially present in the Project area (Appendix D and USFWS 2016b). Species
potentially present and affected by the Project are described in more detail below.
Table 4.2-3
Common
Name

Listed and Proposed Species, and Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring or
Known to Occur in the Project Area
Scientific
Name

Status
(F/S/CNPS)

General Habitat
Description

Potential to
Occur

Rationale

Plants
Blackflowered
figwort

Scrophularia
atrata

-/-/1B

Occurs in
coniferous forest,
chaparral, coastal
dunes, coastal
scrub, and riparian
scrub.

None

Suitable habitat present at
Project site near Devereux
Creek; known to occur 0.6
mile from Project site both
northwest along the railroad
and to the south. Species
would have been identifiable
during peer review site
survey and was not
observed.

Contra Costa
goldfields

Lasthenia
conjugens

E/-/1B

Occurs in oak
woodland, playas
(alkaline), valley
and foothill
grassland, and
vernal pools.

None

Nearest known location is
approximately 1.5 miles
southeast at Isla Vista from
1973 and is presumed
extirpated. Not likely to occur
due to lack of suitable
habitat.

Coulter’s
goldfields

Lasthenia
glabrata ssp.
coulteri

-/-/1B

Occurs in coastal
salt marshes and
swamps, playas,
and vernal pools.

None

Nearest known record is 1.9
miles east at Goleta Slough
from 1982. Not likely to occur
due to lack of suitable
habitat.

Coulter’s
saltbush

Atriplex coulteri

-/-/1B

Occurs in coastal
bluff scrub, coastal
dunes, coastal
scrub, and valley
and foothill
grassland.

None

Nearest known record is 2.5
miles east at the University of
California, Santa Barbara
(UCSB). Suitable habitat is
present at the Project site;
species would have been
identifiable during peer
review site survey and was
not observed.

Davidson's
saltscale

Atriplex
serenana var.
davidsonii

-/-/1B

Occurs in coastal
bluff scrub and
coastal scrub.

Low

Nearest is 2.5 miles east at
UCSB from 1948 record.
Marginally suitable habitat
present and surveys not
conducted during season
when species would be
identifiable.

Estuary
seablite

Suaeda esteroa

-/-/1B

Coastal salt
marshes and
swamps.

None

Nearest record is from 2.1
miles east at Goleta Slough
in 1948. Suitable habitat is
not present at Project site.
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Listed and Proposed Species, and Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring or
Known to Occur in the Project Area

Common
Name

Scientific
Name

Gambel’s
watercress

Nasturtium
gambelii

Marsh
sandwort

Status
(F/S/CNPS)

General Habitat
Description

Potential to
Occur

E/T/1B

Marshes and
swamps
(freshwater or
brackish).

None

Nearest record is from the
City of Santa Barbara in
1876, and the area is no
longer extant. Suitable
habitat is not present at
Project site.

Arenaria
paludicola

E/E/1B

Marshes and
swamps
(freshwater or
brackish).

None

Nearest record is from Oso
Flaco Lake in San Luis
Obispo County. Suitable
habitat is not present at
Project site.

Salt marsh
bird’s-beak

Chloropyron
maritimum ssp.
maritimum

E/E/1B

Coastal dunes, and
coastal salt
marshes and
swamps.

None

Nearest record is from
Carpinteria Salt Marsh.
Suitable habitat is not
present at Project site

Santa
Barbara
honeysuckle

Lonicera
subspicata var.
subspicata

-/-/1B

Chaparral, oak
woodland, and
coastal scrub.

None

Nearest record is 0.9 mile
south on Ellwood Mesa; also
known from 1.2 miles
northwest at a mesa above
Bell Canyon. Suitable habitat
present at Project site near
Devereux Creek. Species
would have been identifiable
during peer review site
survey and was not
observed.

Southern
tarplant

Centromadia
parryi ssp.
australis

-/-/1B

Marshes and
swamps, valley and
foothill grassland,
and vernal pools,
often in disturbed
locations.

Low to
Moderate

Nearest record is 0.3 mile
east at Coal Oil Point
Reserve and 0.4 mile south
on Ellwood Mesa; numerous
other records within 2.5 miles
of Project site. All surveys
were outside flowering time
for this species.

Belding's
savannah
sparrow

Passerculus
sandwichensis
beldingi

-/E/-

Coastal salt
marshes (yearround).

None

Goleta Slough – 2.1 miles
east of Project from a 2001
record. No suitable habitat
present at or adjacent to
Project site.

California
least tern

Sterna
antillarum
browni

E/E/-

Nests on beaches,
usually near
shallow estuaries
and lagoons from
late April through
July; winters in
Mexico.

None

No suitable nesting or
foraging habitat present at or
adjacent to Project site.

Rationale

Birds
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Listed and Proposed Species, and Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring or
Known to Occur in the Project Area

Common
Name

Scientific
Name

Least Bell’s
vireo

Vireo bellii
pusillus

light-footed
clapper rail

Status
(F/S/CNPS)

General Habitat
Description

Potential to
Occur

E/E/-

Nests in dense
riparian vegetation.

Very Low

Closest known observations
are along the Santa Ynez
River upstream of Lake
Cachuma; no suitable
nesting habitat is present at
or adjacent to the Project
site.

Rallus
longirostris
levipes

E/E/-

Coastal marshes
and lagoons;
forages in shallow
water and on
mudflats.

None

Reported in Goleta Slough –
2.1 miles east of Project from
1972 record, but notes that
they no longer occur at this
location because the habitat
is no longer suitable.

Marbled
murrelet
Population:
CA, OR, WA

Bachyramphus
marmoratus

T/E/-

Nests in old growth
conifer forest trees;
feeds at sea and in
protected bays.

None

No suitable nesting or
foraging habitat at or
adjacent to Project site.

Southwestern
willow
flycatcher
Population:
entire

Empidonax
traillii extimus

E/E/-

Nests in dense
riparian tree and
shrub communities
at least 30 feet
wide associated
with open waters.

Very Low

Closest known breeding
location is along the Santa
Ynez River west of Buellton;
no suitable nesting habitat at
or adjacent to Project site.

Western
snowy plover
Population:
Pacific
coastal pop.

Charadrius
alexandrinus
nivosus

T/SSC/-

Sandy beaches,
salt pond levees,
and shores of large
alkali lakes.

None

Nearest sighting is 1 mile
southeast at mouth of
Devereux Slough from a
2002 record; no suitable
habitat at or adjacent to
Project site.

Enhydra lutris
nereis

T/-/-

Hard- and softsediment
nearshore marine
habitats, including
protected bays and
exposed outer
coasts.

None

No suitable habitat present at
or adjacent to Project site.

Eucyclogobius
newberryi

E/SSC/-

Brackish water
habitats along the
California coast
from Agua
Hedionda lagoon in
San Diego Co. to
the mouth of the
Smith River.

None

Nearest record 0.5 mile east
in Devereux Slough (2007);
also 1.4 miles west in
Winchester Canyon (1999);
extirpated from Devereux
Slough (Spies 2016); no
suitable habitat at or adjacent
to Project site.

Rationale

Mammals
Southern
sea otter

Fish
Tidewater
goby
Population:
entire
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Listed and Proposed Species, and Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring or
Known to Occur in the Project Area
Scientific
Name

Status
(F/S/CNPS)

General Habitat
Description

Potential to
Occur

Rationale

Reptiles and Amphibians
California
red-legged
frog

Rana draytonii

T/SSC/-

Lowlands &
foothills in or near
permanent sources
of deep water with
dense, shrubby, or
emergent riparian
vegetation.

Low

Nearest record northwest 1.2
miles on Sandpiper Golf
Course and 1.4 miles in
Bell/Winchester Canyon from
2008; marginal habitat
present along Devereux
Creek near the Project site
(Hunt 2014).

Southern
western
pond turtle

Emys
marmorata

-/SSC/-

Ponds, lakes,
rivers, marshes,
and creeks with
abundant
vegetation.
Exposed banks
used for basking.
May enter brackish
and seawater.

Low

Recorded in 2007 along
Devereux Creek at Venoco
Road approximately 0.5 mile
east; marginal habitat
present along Devereux
Creek near the Project site.

Globose
dune beetle

Coelus
globosus

-/-/-

Occurs in coastal
dunes.

None

Recorded in 1987 0.3 mile
south at Coal Oil Point and
Ellwood Beach and 1.8 miles
west at Tecolote Canyon; no
suitable habitat present at or
adjacent to Project site.

Mimic tryonia
(=California
brackish
water snail)

Tryonia imitator

-/-/-

Brackish water.

None

Nearest record is 2.5 miles
southeast at UCSB lagoon
from 1966; no suitable
habitat present at or adjacent
to Project site.

Monarch
butterfly

Danaus
plexippus

Under
Review/-/-

Overwinter along
the California
coast, often in
stands of Monterey
pine and
eucalyptus.

High

California overwintering
population. Numerous
populations – closest is
adjacent to Project site.

Sandy beach
tiger beetle

Cicindela
hirticollis
gravida

-/-/-

Coastal dunes and
beaches.

None

Nearest record is 1 mile
south at Coal Oil Point from
1998.

Vernal pool
fairy shrimp
Population:
entire

Branchinecta
lynchi

T/-/-

Vernal pools
containing water for
at least 41 days.

None

Vernal pools are present on
Ellwood Mesa to the south of
the Project; no suitable
habitat present at or adjacent
to Project site.

Invertebrates
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Common
Name
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Listed and Proposed Species, and Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring or
Known to Occur in the Project Area
Scientific
Name

Status
(F/S/CNPS)

General Habitat
Description

Potential to
Occur

Rationale

Sources: CNDDB 2016a and b; USFWS 2016, except where noted
Notes:
Status
F = Federal; S = State; CNPS = California Native Plant Society California Rare Plant Rank; E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SSC =
State species of special concern; 1B = Considered rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere
Potential to Occur
None

- No habitat present to support this species.

Low

- Unlikely to occur.

Moderate - Could occur when conditions are appropriate.
High

- Known to occur near Project site

Special-Status Plants
Many of the special-status plant species in Table 4.2-3 are known from the Project vicinity.
However, most of these species, such as Gambel’s watercress and estuary seablite, would not
occur at the Project site due to a lack of suitable habitat. Many other species are very unlikely at
the Project site due to the disturbed natureal of the habitat. Additional species, such as the Santa
Barbara honeysuckle, would have been observed and identifiable during the site visit conducted
for the applicant in March 2015 and the Cardno site visit in March 2016. However, two of the
species, Davidson's saltscale and southern tarplant, have a low potential to occur and would not
have been identifiable during either of the site visits. They are discussed in more detail below.
Davidson's saltscale is known from a record approximately 2.5 miles away at UCSB. It is also
known from the vicinity of the Arroyo Burro parking lot in Santa Barbara. Most of the known
locations for this species have poor locational information and many have not been documented
for several decades (CNDDB 2016a). For this reason, much of the habitat information is uncertain.
While suitable habitat for this species (coastal scrub) is only present in very small patches near
Devereux Creek, it still has a small potential to occur between Devereux Creek and the fence
lines of the privately-owned parcels along Daytona Drive.
The southern tarplant is primarily known from vernal pools and the margins of marsh habitats; it
has been found in extremely disturbed areas, such as roadsides (personal observation). The
Project area is relatively shady compared with typical occurrence locations of this species. All site
visits for this Project were conducted when this species would not have been identifiable, and
therefore it may be present at the Project site outside of the developed portion of Rancho
GoletaEstates. It is likely, however, that if this species were abundantly present, it would have
been reported to CNDDB. This assumption is based upon due to the amount of foot traffic along
Devereux Creek in this area and the size, flower color, and unique appearance of this plant. This
species is known from several locations around Goleta.
Special-Status Animals
Most of the animal species listed in Table 4.2-3 would not occur at or adjacent to the Project site
due to lack of suitable habitat and are not discussed further in this document. The seven bird
species are all state and/or federally listed as threatened or endangered, but only two species
have any chance of being present: southwestern willow flycatcher and least Bell’s vireo. The
southern sea otter and tidewater goby would not be present, while the California red-legged frog
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and western pond turtle do have a low probability of using the site, at least on an intermittent
basis. Of the five invertebrates, only the monarch butterfly is present adjacent to the Project site.
No suitable habitat is present for the other invertebrate species.
A number of bird species that are California Species of Special Concern have the potential to use
the riparian corridor along Devereux Creek, although none of them were recorded from the area
in CNDDB (2016a). These include yellow warbler (Dendroica petechia), Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter
cooperi), and sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus). The yellow warbler could be a transient
visitor, while the two hawks could forage in the Project area during winter. The white-tailed kite
(Elanus leucurus) is fully protected by California and unsuccessfully attempted to nest in the
eucalyptus trees along Devereux Creek just south of the Project site in 1999 (Tierney and Collins
2015). No foraging habitat is present at or adjacent to the Project, although the species is known
to forage over open habitats in the general area (URS 2004), and the species is unlikely to roost
or nest in this area. The following provides more detail for the species that have a potential to
occur.
Least Bell’s Vireo and Southwestern Willow Flycatcher
Both of these species are migratory and breed in riparian habitats generally dominated by willows.
Nesting is known to occur along the Santa Ynez River, more than 8 miles north of the Project site
(CNDDB 2016b). No recent breeding has been recorded along the south coast of Santa Barbara
County, although migrating individuals have a low potential to stop briefly in the riparian woodland
along Devereux Creek.
California Red-Legged Frog
Although critical habitat has been designated by USFWS, none is present in the Project vicinity
(USFWS 2010). California red-legged frogs breed in aquatic habitats (e.g., ponds and pools in
slow-moving streams) and use upland habitats for dispersal (USFWS 2010). Adult dispersal
distances vary by location but can be over 2 miles, and juveniles disperse in more directions and
farther than adults. The species has been recorded less than 2 miles away on the Sandpiper golf
course and in Winchester/Bell Canyon (Hunt 2014, R. Thompson, personal observations).
Devereux Creek adjacent to the Project site does not provide suitable breeding habitat for this
species, although dispersing individuals could be transients in this area.
Southern Western Pond Turtle
Southern western pond turtles (formerly known as southwestern pond turtles) have been
observed in Goleta Slough and near the mouth of Devereux Slough (Tierney and Collins 2015),
as well as in Devereux Creek near its confluence with Devereux Slough (CNDDB 2016a). This
species prefers still to slow-moving aquatic habitats with basking sites and can move up to 1.2
miles from aquatic habitats. Eggs are laid in nests in upland areas warmed by the sun, usually
within 650 feet of the aquatic habitat (Jennings and Hayes 1994). Habitat for pond turtles along
Devereux Creek adjacent to the Project site is marginal due lack of pools in the creek during the
dry season and basking sites in the shade of the dense tree canopy.
Monarch Butterfly
The monarch butterfly is currently under review for federal listing (USFWS 2014), and its
overwintering habitat is protected under the City’s GP/CLUP (City of Goleta 2006). Aggregation
sites are located in the eucalyptus woodland along Devereux Creek but not within 200 feet of the
Project site (Tierney and Collins 2015). Monarch habitat is discussed in more detail above under
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas.
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Wildlife Movement and Migration Corridors
No wildlife migration corridors are known to be present on or adjacent to the Project site. Devereux
Creek does not support fish populations or migration in the Project area because flows are
intermittent and no spawning areas are present. Common wildlife species such as coyote and a
number of bird species can use the riparian corridor along Devereux Creek for cover as they move
through the area. The monarch butterfly aggregation sites do not constitute migration corridors
but resting sites during their migration.

4.2.2

Regulatory Framework

4.2.2.1

Federal

Clean Water Act (CWA)
The primary goals of the CWA (33 United States Code [USC] §§ 1251–1376) are to restore and
maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s waters and to make all
surface waters fishable and swimmable. The CWA forms the basic national framework for the
management of water quality and the control of pollution discharges. The CWA provides the legal
framework for several water quality regulations, including the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES), effluent limitations, water quality standards, pretreatment
standards, antidegradation policy, nonpoint-source discharge programs, and wetlands protection.
The EPA has delegated responsibility for administration of portions of the CWA to state and
regional agencies.
Endangered Species Act of 1973
The Endangered Species Act (16 USC § 1531, et seq.) and implementing regulations (50 Code
of Federal Regulations [CFR] §§ 17.1, et seq.) include requirements for the protection and
management of federally listed threatened or endangered plants and animals and their
designated critical habitats. The Endangered Species Act provides the following definitions of
threatened and endangered species:
•

Threatened species. Any species that is likely to become an endangered species within the
foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

•

Endangered species. Any plant or animal species that is in danger of extinction throughout
all or a significant portion of its range.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires a permit to take threatened or endangered
species during lawful project activities. The administering agency is the USFWS for terrestrial,
avian, and most freshwater aquatic species.
Migratory Bird Treaty Act
The MBTA (16 USC §§ 703–711) protects migratory birds by prohibiting private parties from
intentionally taking, selling, or conducting other activities that would harm migratory birds, their
eggs, or nests, unless authorized by a special permit. Taking is defined as “pursuing, hunting,
shooting, wounding, killing, trapping, capturing, or collecting.”
4.2.2.2

State

California Endangered Species Act
The California Endangered Species Act (Fish and Game Code §§ 2050 through 2098) and
implementing regulations (California Code of Regulations [CCR] Title 14, §§ 783 through 783.8
and §§ 786.0 through 786.8) include requirements for protecting and managing plant and animals
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species listed as endangered or threatened or designated as candidates for such listing. The Act
includes a consultation requirement “to ensure that any action authorized by a State lead agency
is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any endangered or threatened species … or
result in the destruction or adverse modification of habitat essential to the continued existence of
the species” (Fish and Game Code § 2090). Plants of California declared to be endangered,
threatened, or rare are listed at CCR Title 14, § 670.2. Animals of California declared to be
endangered or threatened are listed at CCR Title 14, § 670.5.
California Fish and Game Code §1600
Streambed alteration agreements are required for projects that can alter the channel, bed, or bank
of any stream, river, or lake. This includes the associated riparian zone.
California Fish and Game Code §§ 3503, 3503.5, 3505, 3800, and 3801.6
These California Fish and Game Code sections protect all native birds, birds of prey, and all
nongame birds, including eggs and nests, that are not already listed as fully protected and that
occur naturally within the state.
California Coastal Act of 1976
The Coastal Act goals are (1) to protect, maintain, and where feasible, enhance and restore the
overall quality of the coastal zone environment and its natural and artificial resources; (2) balance
use and conservation of coastal zone resources with social and economic needs of the people
and state; (3) maximize public access to and along the coast, and maximize public recreational
opportunities in the coastal zone; (4) assure priority for coastal development and coastal-related
development over other development on the coast; and (5) encourage state and local initiatives
and cooperation in preparing procedures to implement coordinated planning and development for
mutually beneficial uses. The Act constitutes California’s coastal zone management program for
purposes of the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 USC § 1451, et seq.). The
City of Goleta’s GP/CLUP policies have not yet been certified by the California Coastal
Commission; therefore, this EIR considers the Project’s consistency with the California Coastal
Act as well because these policies form the standard of review for the Coastal Commission.
4.2.2.3

Local

City of Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan
The GP/CLUP (City of Goleta 2006) includes policies that protect and preserve biological
resources within the City by designating specific resources and areas as protected, including
ESHAs; restricting activities and uses in protected areas; providing for the management of the
resources on City lands, specifying impact avoidance and mitigation requirements for types of
activities and by type of biological resource; and providing guidance for development and
conservation decisions over the long term. The policies anticipate the potential impacts on
biological resources from the land uses and activities that will occur under the GP/CLUP and
serve to avoid, reduce, and/or mitigate those impacts. The key policies regarding biological
resources are in the Conservation, Open Space, and Land Use Elements.

4.2.3

Project Impacts

4.2.3.1

Thresholds of Significance

Based on both the City’s Initial Study Checklist (CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G: Environmental
Checklist Form) and the City’s Thresholds Manual (City of Goleta 2008), a significant impact on
biological resources could occur if the Project would:
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1. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any
species identified as candidate, sensitive, or special-status in local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or
USFWS;
2. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the CDFW or
USFWS;
3. Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Clean
Water Act § 404 (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means;
4. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use
of native wildlife nursery sites;
5. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance;
6. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan;
7. Conflict with adopted environmental plans and goals of the community where it is located;
8. Substantially affect a rare or endangered species of animal, plant, or the habitat of the
species;
9. Interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species;
or
10. Substantially diminish habitat for fish, wildlife, or plants.
In the discussion below, items (1) through (6) are from the Initial Study Checklist, and Items (7)
through (10) are from the Thresholds Manual. In the impact analysis below, (5), (6), and (7) are
combined, (1) and (8) are combined, and (4) and (9) are combined because they cover the same
issues.
Analysis of potential direct, indirect, and cumulative effects are discussed for each phase
(construction and operation) of the Project. Direct impacts are those effects that can be expected
from disturbances to the land. Examples of direct impacts include mortality of individuals,
particularly protected species, and permanent loss or alteration (e.g., vegetation removal) of
habitat. Indirect impacts are those effects that give rise to delayed, secondary effects. Examples
of indirect impacts include habitat fragmentation, pollination interruption, increased environmental
toxins, plant and wildlife dispersal interruption, and increased invasion of nonnative animals and
plants that outcompete native species. These indirect impacts can increase mortality of individuals
of native species, reduce their productivity, and/or reduce the functions and values of natural open
space that serve as their habitat. Cumulative effects are those direct and indirect effects that the
Project could contribute to in conjunction with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
projects.
In general, portions of the Project that would occur within the developed mobile home park would
not result in substantial impacts on biological resources because no important or sensitive
resources are present. For that reason, this analysis focuses on the impacts related to the
emergency access road, fire water line, and related improvements (e.g., retaining wall) along the
north side of Devereux Creek, as well as use of the car wash. Repaving the fire truck hammerhead
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turnaround has already occurred and would not have been expected to result in impacts on
biological resources since the area was previously paved. Thus, this is not addressed further.
Impact BIO-1.

Special-Status Plant/Animal Species

Special-Status Plants
Two special-status plant species may occur in the Project area: Davidson’s salt scale and
southern tarplant. Both of these species could be present within the disturbance area of the
proposed emergency access road. Impacts could include removal of individuals and alteration of
the habitat that would make it no longer suitable for the species. For this reason, populations of
these species, if present, could be extirpated by Project construction. If populations of the
southern tarplant were removed, the impact would be less than significant (Class III) because
any occurrence would be relatively small, due to limited suitable habitat and several healthy
additional populations that occur in the Project vicinity (see discussion below regarding impacts
on ESH: Impact BIO-5).
If an occurrence of Davidson’s salt scale were extirpated by Project construction, the impact would
be significant but mitigable to less than significant (Class II) due to relatively few and poorly
documented occurrences that are decades old, indicating that many of them may be extirpated.
This impact would be mitigated through implementation of MM BIO-1, MM BIO-2, and MM BIO-3
because workers would be trained to avoid special-status species during construction, specialstatus plant species would be replanted offsite if affected by the Project, and special-status wildlife
species would be avoided.
Special-Status Animals
Only a few of the animals listed in Table 4.2-3 have a potential to occur at or adjacent to the
Project site. The least Bell’s vireo and southwestern willow flycatcher would only be present as
transient visitors, and habitat for resting during migration is available nearby so that any
individuals passing through the area could avoid the short-term construction disturbances.
Impacts would be less than significant (Class III).
Monarch butterflies are not expected to be adversely affected by construction and operation of
the emergency fire access road and water line because no aggregation habitat would be lost or
disturbed. Construction of the fire access road and water pipeline would occur outside (by 40 feet
or more) the 200-foot buffer for the Ellwood East monarch aggregation site and more than 200
feet outside the buffer for the Ellwood Main aggregation site. Noise from construction activities
would be of short duration, especially where closest to the buffer for Ellwood East. Whether any
noise impacts could occur would depend on the construction schedule. If construction occurred
outside the time when monarchs were roosting, no impacts would occur. If construction took place
when winter roosting occurs, impacts would be less than significant due to the distance from the
aggregation site and the short duration of the noise. The removal of a few trees and shrubs along
the north bank of Devereux Creek also would not adversely affect the species because ample
habitat is present nearby. Overall, impacts would be less than significant (Class III). The loss
of monarch ESHA is discussed below under Impact BIO-5.
Pond turtles are unlikely to be present or enter the work area during construction of the emergency
fire access road and water line adjacent to Devereux Creek. However, because the population in
this area is expected to be small, injury or mortality of one or more individuals would be considered
a significant but mitigable to less than significant (Class II) impact. This impact would be
mitigated through implementation of MM BIO-1, MM BIO-2, and MM BIO-3 because workers
would be trained to avoid special-status species during construction, special-status plant species
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would be replanted offsite if affected by the Project, and special-status wildlife species would be
avoided.
California red-legged frogs are unlikely to be present in the creek or enter the work area during
the emergency fire access road construction. If any were present, however, one or more
individuals could be injured or killed by construction activities. This would constitute take under
the Endangered Species Act. Moving individuals out of harm’s way would also be considered take
and need to be covered under a Biological Opinion from the USFWS. Because few individuals
(small population) are expected to be present in this area, any harm to individuals would be
considered a significant but mitigable to less than significant (Class II) impact. This impact
would be mitigated through implementation of MM BIO-1, MM BIO-2, and MM BIO-3 because
workers would be trained to avoid special-status species during construction, special-status plant
species would be replanted offsite if affected by the Project, and special-status wildlife species
would be avoided.
No impacts on other special-status wildlife would occur.
Impact BIO-2.
Riparian/Other Sensitive Natural Communities
Riparian vegetation (shamel ash riparian woodland) occurs on the City-owned property adjacent
to and overlapping the proposed construction area of the proposed emergency access road, fire
line, and retaining wall. The Project would result in the direct removal of approximately 0.04 acre
of riparian habitat along the south side of the proposed access road butthat also, includesing four
arroyo willow and one western sycamore that are identified in the applicant’s biological report
(Tierney and Collins 2015; Appendix B). An additional three coast live oaks and an arroyo willow
observed during a subsequent site visit would be removed due to Fire Department-required
clearances for the access road. Removal of the vegetation would reduce the width of the riparian
corridor, reduce buffer effects that protect the creek, and reduce important habitat for wildlife,
including migratory birds. However,Although the physical area of impact (0.04 acre) is very small
and the habitat is the relatively disturbed due to the dominance of nonnative species and the
extensive human presence, riparian vegetation is recognized by regulatory agencies as a
sensitive habitat. theConsequently, theis impact on the riparian plant community would be
significant but mitigable to less than significant (Class II) through with implementation of MM
BIO-4 because riparian habitat would be protected and nonnative species would be replaced with
native species. This impact would be further reduced with implementation of MM BIO-6 because
permanent fencing would reduce human intrusion into the riparian habitat.
In addition, the Project may indirectly affect the riparian vegetation and wildlife habitat in Devereux
Creek following Project construction by contributing sediment to the creek during storm runoff
until disturbed soils are stabilized. The added sediment could promote invasion of nonnative
species or non-local genotypes, thereby reducing quality of habitat for wildlife. This impact would
be less than significant (Class III) due to the relatively small amount of sediment that would be
contributed to the creek compared to the amount of sediment from other sources in the watershed.
Impact BIO-3.
Wetlands
No federal jurisdictional wetlands are present in the developed portion of Rancho GoletaEstates
or in the City-owned parcel from the top of the north bank of Devereux Creek to the northern
property boundary. Federal and state jurisdictional wetlands are present in Devereux Creek
adjacent to the Project. The extent of these wetlands was not mapped in the applicant’s biological
report (Tierney and Collins 2015; Appendix B). Whether these wetlands extend across the portion
of the Rancho GoletaEstates parcel located in Devereux Creek is unknown, but the portion of the
creek within that parcel is outside the Project disturbance footprint. Direct effects on wetlands
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would not result from the Project, and erosion control measures (described in Section 2.4.4.3)
would be implemented to minimize runoff of sediment from soils disturbed by grading during
construction of the fire access road and excavation for installation of the water line. After
construction, pieces of road base gravel potentially could also enter the creek in runoff. This would
degrade the creek, but the amount of sediment and gravel in runoff would not be substantial, and
considerable sediment is currently carried by Devereux Creek in this area from other sources,
including urban uses and from erosion along trails in the vicinity. The relatively small contribution
that could come from the Project would be negligible by comparison, and impacts on wetlands
would be less than significant (Class III).
Impact BIO-4.
Wildlife Movement
Although no wildlife movement corridors are known to be present within the Project disturbance
footprint, the Devereux Creek riparian corridor provides connectivity between open space to the
east and west for wildlife movement. Construction activity would result in noise, equipment, and
increased human presence adjacent to this corridor during working hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.), which
could temporarily interfere with wildlife movement. Once construction of the emergency access
road, water line, and retaining wall is complete, disturbance would be reduced to people moving
along this area similar to current conditions. Many wildlife species move at night and would not
be affected by construction. Maintenance of the roadway and clearing of vegetation that colonizes
the top of bank would occur infrequently (every few years). Overall, impacts on wildlife movement
would be less than significant (Class III).
Impact BIO-5.
Conflicts with Policies
The following policies are applicable to the proposed Project and its immediate surroundings.
City of Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and Streamside Protection Areas
Goleta GP/CLUP Sub-policy CE 1.2 identifies Devereux Creek as ESHA (creek and riparian
habitat). A Streamside Protection Area (SPA) has been established for Devereux Creek to provide
protection to the creek and its associated riparian habitat (see discussion of the SPA policies
below). Goleta GP/CLUP Sub-policy CE 3.4 addresses the protection of wetlands, and Devereux
Creek supports wetlands. Goleta GP/CLUP Sub-policy CE 8.1 designates habitat and
occurrences of special-status plants and animals as ESHA; this policy would apply to the area
where the monarch butterfly occurs on the adjacent property to the south, special-status plant
species locations, and the raptor nests. Sub-policy CE 1.6 requires protection of ESHAs against
significant disruption of habitat values.
Goleta GP/CLUP Sub-policy CE 2.2 regarding SPAs requires a 100-foot buffer along both sides
of Devereux Creek, which is measured from the greater of top of bank or edge of riparian canopy.
This buffer is intended to preserve the SPA in a natural state to protect the associated riparian
habitats and ecosystems. Under very specific circumstances, Sub-policy CE 2.2 allows the City
to consider reduction of the 100-foot SPA buffer to no less than 25 feet wide as long as (1) there
is no feasible alternative siting for the development, and (2) the Project impacts on streamside
vegetation or the biotic quality of the stream would not be significant.
A 100-foot SPA buffer is not feasible at the emergency access road site because the parcel is too
narrow, and a 100-foot buffer would encroach on the adjacent residential neighborhood located
along Daytona Drive. These homes were constructed before the City’s incorporation and creation
of the SPA buffer. The SPA buffer is currently compromised because it is only functional up to the
fence line of the developed properties along Daytona Drive, which is only 15 feet from the riparian
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canopy in some areas. In other areas, the SPA is defined by the top of bank, which is about 35
feet from the fence line. The buffer is further compromised by the presence of nonnative
landscape plantings, an incompatible use within the SPA buffer.
Public access ways, trails, and utilities are considered a resource-dependent use and/or are
permitted in ESHAs, including in SPAs. Although pedestrians and bicyclists would continue to be
allowed to use the emergency access road like they currently use the informal trail that is present,
this use does not require the proposed road upgrades. Rather, the primary purpose of the
proposed emergency access road is to allow Fire Department access to Rancho GoletaEstates,
not to serve as a public trail. Therefore, although the access road would continue to function as a
trail, the upgrades are not consistent with City policies protecting biological resources, GP/CLUP
Sub-policy CE 2.2, and this feature is not a compatible land use for the buffer. The fire line
associated with the emergency access road is considered a public utility so its construction is not
compatible with City Sub-policy CE 2.3 for SPAs and SPA buffers.
However, in determining the significance of impacts from the buffer reduction, the relative impacts
on the riparian habitat and the feasibility of alternative project siting must be considered.
Feasibility of alternative project siting that would maintain a 100-foot buffer (i.e., Alternative 2,
described in Chapter 6) is a policy decision that will be made by the City Council, separate from
the EIR analysis. If the City Council approves the Project as proposed and there is a feasible
alternative Project siting that would maintain the 100-foot SPA buffer, this determination would
result in a significant (Class I) impact because the access road and fire line would conflict with
a local policy protecting biological resources. If the City Council determines that alternative Project
siting within the property that would maintain the 100-foot SPA buffer is not feasible, the
emergency access road and fire line as proposed would result in a less than significant (Class
III) impact because they would not conflict with a local policy protecting biological resources.
Construction and operation/maintenance of the Project would result in direct removal of the SPA;
riparian trees, including willows, oaks, and a sycamore, would be removed. Numerous branches
of riparian vegetation would be trimmed for construction and trimmed for maintenance as well. In
addition, where the SPA is defined by top of bank (i.e., where riparian vegetation does not overhang the top of bank), the Project would reduce the SPA buffer to zero because the construction
area would extend to the top of bank. Finally, the Project would permanently preclude native
riparian vegetation (trees and shrubs) reestablishment due fire safety concerns. Impacts
associated with reduction of the SPA and SPA buffer are significant (Class I) because they are
in conflict with the Conservation Element of the GP/CLUP.
Project seeding along the emergency access road within the SPA and its upland buffer could
include native species of non-local origins. This vegetation could result in impacts on the
streamside vegetation by providing a source of non-local genotypes that could hybridize and
reduce the vigor of local native plant populations. This impact would be significant but mitigable
to less than significant (Class II) through implementation of MM BIO-5, which would reduce the
potential introduction of nonlocal genotypes.
The Fire Department hammerhead and car wash areas are is about 85 to 100 feet north of the
riparian canopy of Devereux Creek, and hence within the 100-foot SPA buffer. However, both it
were was present as part of the Rancho GoletaEstates development and repaving these this
components would not change the degree of intrusion into the SPA buffer. Therefore, repaving
the hammerhead and car wash areas was a less-than-significant (Class III) impact. Operation
of the car wash would result in runoff of pollutants into the open space just southeast of the
hammerhead (see Impact HYD-2). This area is within the 100-foot SPA buffer for Devereux
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Creek. Based on existing topography, runoff from the car wash is not likely to directly enter the
creek, but the water and pollutants would degrade habitat within the buffer. This would be in
conflict with City policies for protection of the SPA and its buffer and is a significant but mitigable
to less than significant (Class II) impact through implementation of MM HYD-1 (Section 4.5.5),
which would direct runoff from the car wash area into a nearby sewer line.
Wetlands
As discussed above, wetlands are present at least at one location adjacent to the proposed
emergency access road that parallels Devereux Creek, and construction could result in indirect
impacts that are less than significant (Impact BIO-3). However, Goleta GP/CLUP Sub-policy CE
3.4 requires a 100-foot setback from wetlands that can be reduced to 50 feet under specific
circumstances. Construction of the emergency access road would be within 5 feet of the
wetland and would therefore conflict with this policy. This impact is significant (Class I).
Monarch Butterfly Habitat Areas
Monarch butterfly aggregation areas are known in the eucalyptus trees just south of the proposed
emergency access road location, and the eucalyptus groves are designated as ESHA. This ESHA
extends over most of the access road route, leaving little to no space for a buffer. Placement of a
road in the buffer or ESHA is not an allowed use in these categories. This impact is significant
(Class I).
Special-Status Species
A red-tailed hawk nest that was active in Spring 2015 is located just south of the eastern end of
the emergency access road. Project construction would occur within the 300-foot buffer required
in GP/CLUP Sub-policy CE 8.4. Historic white-tailed kite and red-shouldered hawk nests are also
within or near that 300-foot buffer. Construction within 300 feet of these nests would conflict with
this policy, and the impact would be significant (Class I).
Two special-status plant species may occur in the area: Davidson’s salt scale and southern
tarplant. As discussed above, these species could be permanently removed by construction of
the emergency access road. If either of these species were present and removed for construction
of the Project, the impact would be significant (Class I) because it conflicts with GP/CLUP Subpolicy CE 8.1.
California Coastal Plan
Section 30231, Biological productivity; water quality
Section 30231 requires maintenance of the biological productivity and quality of coastal waters,
streams, wetlands, estuaries, and lakes appropriate to maintain optimum populations of marine
organisms and for the protection of human health through a variety of means, including controlling
runoff, maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas that protect riparian habitats, and minimizing
alteration of natural streams. The Project includes implementation of BMPs that would control
runoff during construction, which is consistent with this policy. Construction and
operation/maintenance of the Project would result in direct removal of riparian trees, including
willows, oaks, and a sycamore. Numerous branches of riparian vegetation also would be trimmed
for construction and trimmed for maintenance as well. The Project also would permanently
preclude native riparian vegetation (trees and shrubs) reestablishment to maintain safe fire
equipment access. Thus, the impact on the riparian plant community would be significant but
mitigable to less than significant (Class II) with implementation of MM BIO-4 because riparian
habitat would be protected and nonnative species would be replaced with native species. This
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impact would be further reduced with implementation of MM BIO-6 because permanent fencing
would reduce human intrusion into the riparian habitat. Devereux Creek in this area already has
been modified (e.g., through construction of a concrete retaining wall on the northern bank), and
the Project would not further alter this creek.
Section 30233 Diking, filling or dredging; continued movement of sediment and nutrients
Section 30233(a) indicates that the diking, filling, or dredging of open coastal waters, wetlands,
estuaries, and lakes shall be permitted in accordance with other applicable provisions of this
division, where there is no feasible less environmentally damaging alternative, and where feasible
mitigation measures have been provided to minimize adverse environmental effects. The Project
would not require diking, filling, or dredging of such areas and thus would be consistent with this
policy.
Section 30240, Environmentally sensitive habitat areas; adjacent developments
Section (a) states that ESHAs shall be protected against any significant disruption of habitat
values, and only uses dependent on those resources shall be allowed within those areas. The
emergency access road and associated water line and retaining wall are located within an ESHA
and are not dependent on the resources of the ESHA; therefore, they are not consistent with this
section of the Coastal Act. The California Coastal Commission also typically requires a minimum
100-foot buffer from an ESHA for new development, but such a buffer is not feasible given the
constraints of the Project site. Thus, the impact would be significant (Class I) because the
Project, as designed, would be inconsistent with this policy.
Impact BIO-6.

Loss of Wildlife Habitat

Raptor Nests and Foraging
Noise and human presence associated with construction-related activities for the emergency
access road and associated water line along the north side of Devereux Creek would have the
potential to directly and indirectly affect any adjacent raptor nests present through nest failure or
abandonment. An active red-tailed hawk nest was reported approximately 250 to 300 feet south
of the eastern end of the emergency fire access road (Tierney and Collins 2015; Appendix B),
and construction activities during nesting could adversely affect the success of that nest. Project
construction would permanently remove approximately nine native trees along the access road,
most of which are in single row, that could be used by nesting raptors for nesting or perching while
foraging. This includes a mature sycamore tree, three small coast live oak trees, and five willows.
Due to the linear arrangement of the trees immediately adjacent to a trail that is frequently used
by pedestrians, nesting is unlikely to occur in those trees. Once Project construction was
completed, indirect impacts from increased noise, human encroachment, and domesticated
animals on raptor nesting or roosting/perching in the riparian woodland along Devereux Creek
would remain similar to existing conditions. This is because recreational use of the trail located at
the site of the emergency access road already occurs, and Fire Department access would occur
only infrequently. Thus, this would be a less-than-significant (Class III) impact. Removal of
vegetation, primarily a single row of trees, along the top of the bank would eliminate the screening
provided by that vegetation. These trees are not large or dense and only extend approximately
90 feet out of the 500-foot long access route, thereby providing minimal screening. Impacts would
be less than significant (Class III). Any interference with raptor nesting during construction or
maintenance of the emergency access road would be a significant but mitigable to less than
significant (Class II) impact through implementation of MM BIO-7. This measure would protect
wildlife habitat during construction by requiring construction to avoid the nesting season and
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establishing a buffer for construction activities if nesting birds are present. No raptor foraging
habitat would be lost or degraded as a result of the Project.
Turkey Vulture Roosts
Although locations of known communal roosts in the City and the field visits made to the Project
area did not indicate any active turkey vulture roosts near the access road location, communal
roosting could occur in the eucalyptus trees adjacent to Devereux Creek. Because turkey vultures
have other locations to communally roost in the general area, the Project would result in a lessthan-significant (Class III) impact.
Nesting Birds
Suitable bird nesting habitat is present in the riparian area along the adjacent Devereux Creek;
therefore, direct and indirect disturbance of such habitat caused by construction and
operation/maintenance of the emergency access road could result in an adverse impact on
nesting birds. If construction was conducted during the bird nesting season, construction-related
grading and vegetation removal would have the potential to result in damage to or loss of trees
or shrubs that could contain active bird nests for species such as common native birds protected
by the MBTA and the California Fish and Game Code. Construction activities would also have the
potential to disturb nesting birds within the riparian corridor just south of the road. Any Project
activities that result in the loss of bird nests, eggs, and young would be in violation of one or more
of Fish and Game Code sections, including §§ 3503 (any bird nest), 3503.5 (birds of prey), or
3511 (fully protected birds). In addition, removal or destruction of one or more active nests of any
birds protected by the MBTA, whether nest damage was due to tree removal or to other
construction activities, would be considered a violation of the MBTA and Fish and Game Code §
3503. Such violations would be a significant but mitigable to less than significant (Class II)
impact. Implementation of MM BIO-7 would protect nesting during construction and maintenance
activities by requiring construction to avoid the nesting season and establishing a buffer for
construction activities if nesting birds are present.
No raptor foraging habitat would be lost or degraded as a result of the Project, as described
above. The seven native trees (four willows and three oaks) in a linear row along the top of the
concrete bank, as well as two other isolated native trees provide minimal nesting habitat for
common bird species due to their small size and location along a trail that is frequently used by
walkers and bicyclists. These trees do not provide dense or continuous habitat and only extend a
short distance along the top of the bank; the remainder of the north bank has no trees in the
Project area. Removal of these trees would have a less than significant (Class III) impact on
bird nesting. Subsequent woody vegetation clearing to meet Fire Department requirements
conducted outside the nesting season would continue these less-than-significant (Class III)
impacts. Once the Project was completed, indirect effects, particularly from noise and human
encroachment, could adversely affect nesting in the Devereux Creek riparian corridor. However,
Due to the existing disturbances in the area would continue at about the same level, and the minor
loss of screening vegetation would not substantially affect bird nesting, making indirect impacts
would be less than significant (Class III).

4.2.4

Cumulative Impacts

Conversion of riparian habitat to an emergency access road would result in removal of 0.04 acre
of riparian vegetation. Riparian vegetation losses in the region are substantial, looking at past,
current, and future projects. Although the amount of Project vegetation loss would be very minor,
it would add a small increment to a cumulatively significant impact, and its contribution would be
cumulatively considerable and therefore significant but mitigable to less than significant
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(Class II). Project-specific mitigation measure MM BIO-4 would ensure that riparian habitat would
be protected or restored, thus reducing the Project’s contribution to less than cumulatively
considerable.
Wetlands in the region also have experienced substantial impacts from past projects, which is a
significant cumulative impact. The Project would not result in direct impacts on wetlands, however,
and erosion control measures implemented during construction would protect adjacent wetlands
from runoff. After construction, pieces of road base gravel potentially could also enter the creek
in runoff, but this would be negligible in comparison to what would enter the creek through other
sources. The Project’s contribution to cumulative impacts on wetlands thus would not be
cumulatively considerable (less than significant [Class III]).
Special-status plant and wildlife species in the region have experienced declines due to past
development, a significant cumulative impact. If they were present in the construction area, the
Project’s contribution to this impact would be cumulatively considerable (a significant but
mitigable to less than significant (Class II) impact). The Project’s contribution to this cumulative
impact on special-status species would be reduced to less than cumulatively considerable through
implementation of MM BIO-1, MM BIO-2, and MM BIO-3 because workers would be trained to
avoid special-status species during construction, special-status plant species would be replanted
offsite if affected by the Project, and special-status wildlife species would be avoided.
Construction activities also have the potential to affect the success of nesting birds, including
raptors, adding to significant cumulative impacts of other projects. Although such impacts would
occur at different times, the Project’s contribution would be cumulatively considerable (a
significant but mitigable to less than significant [Class II] impact). The Project’s contribution
would be reduced to less than cumulatively considerable through implementation of MM BIO-7,
which would protect nesting during construction by requiring construction to avoid the nesting
season and establishing a buffer for construction activities if nesting birds are present.
Permitting incompatible uses within the SPA and SPA buffer is a cumulatively significant impact
in the region, and the impact severity of this Project, not only reducing and removing the buffer
but removing the SPA itself, would be cumulatively considerable and therefore significant (Class
I).

4.2.5

Mitigation Measures

MM BIO-1 applies to all impacts on special-status species in Impact BIO-1.
MM BIO-1
General Biological Resource Protection during Construction
All workers must be given environmental training by a City-approved biologist regarding sensitive
plant and animal species that could be present. A record of all personnel trained must be kept
and provided to the City showing training of all new workers at the site.
Plan Requirements and Timing: Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee)
must review and approve the training materials prior to construction activities. Project plans and
specifications must include the requirement for training of all workers.
Monitoring: Monitoring must be conducted by the Planning and Environmental Review Director
(or designee) to ensure that training of all new workers on site occurs.
MM BIO-2 applies to special-status plant impacts in Impact BIO-1, as well as the potential
cumulative impact on special-status plants species.
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MM BIO-2.
Protection of Special-status Plant Species
Davidson’s salt scale and southern tarplant may be present where the emergency access road
would be constructed; these species can only be detected when in bloom. Before commencement
of grading activities and during the blooming period for each species, a City-approved qualified
botanist must survey for any existing Davidson’s salt scale and southern tarplant in the
construction area. If any individuals are found, a mitigation plan must be developed and
implemented.
To ensure protection and mitigation of Davidson’s salt scale and southern tarplant, a Cityapproved mitigation plan must be prepared for the Project and must include the following
elements at a minimum if the species is present at the Project site:
•

A bond amount, held by the City, to cover the mitigation plan implementation.

•

A description of the plants that will be removed for the Project.

•

A description of how seeds from existing plants will be collected and stored to ensure
viability is maintained.

•

Identification of a reference site where the species occur for comparison to establish the
necessary characteristics of a restoration site. The reference site can have similar
disturbance characteristics to the impacted site.

•

A restoration/ replanting plan for an offsite area that isa suitable area for reestablishment of
the species. Suitability of a restoration site will be assessed based on a variety of factors
identified at the reference site. B, but may include soils, salinity, and slope. The grassy field
to the east of the fire department hammerhead (mapped as ruderal in Figure 4.2-1) has
been tentatively identified for Project mitigation.

•

A map showing planting locations for the restoration plan.

•

A description that explains how plants will be protected, monitored, and maintained for the
minimum monitoring period (5 years). Maintenance will include weed control.

•

A description of the goals of the mitigation plan.

•

A description of the performance criteria, which will minimally include a 5-year monitoring
period, a provision for removal of nonnative species, number of individuals, and plant vigor.
The types and species of nonnative plant species that would be removed must be defined
and if permitted, a maximum amount of these species will be stated. For example, some
nonnative grass species, such as those that currently dominate the construction area, would
likely be permitted to a degree, but an overabundance would not be. In addition, a number
of species would not be permitted at all (e.g., fountain grass [Pennisetum setaceum]). The
performance criteria will be based on a comparison to the reference site, if feasible.

•

Survival requirements will be at least 3 square feet of healthy surviving plants meeting all of
the performance criteria for each square foot of Davidson’s salt scale or southern tarplant
removed. Health of the plants will be determined based on size, leaf color, flower/fruit
production, and abundance of foliage.

•

Remedial plans that will result in the attainment of 3 square feet of surviving plants for each
comparable area that was removed. Remedial action plans can include replanting at the
mitigation site, if methods or conditions have changed such that it is anticipated to be
successful when other methods failed, but should also include alternative sites for plantings.
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A mechanism (such as a protective easement) to protect the mitigation area from
development in perpetuity.

Plan Requirements and Timing: Before the City issues any grading or building permits, the
permittee must submit to the Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee) for
approval a survey report of the species, and if any are present in the survey area, a plant species
mitigation plan that incorporates the requirements noted above for ongoing onsite protection,
propagation, and plantings. The mitigation plan (if required) must be developed by a Cityapproved qualified biologist.
Before the City issues any grading or building permits, all plans for grading and construction must
be revised, as necessary, to reflect all necessary measures for implementation of the mitigation
plan, if applicable. In addition, the applicant shall provide evidence that bonding is in place, if
applicable.
Five years after implementation of mitigation activities, the permittee must submit a final mitigation
report to the Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee) and relevant Regulatory
Agencies. The mitigation report must discuss at a minimum the implementation, monitoring, and
management of the mitigation project over the 5-year period, and indicate whether the mitigation
has been successful based on established performance criteria provided in the mitigation plan.
Monitoring: The Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee) must conduct onsite
monitoring to ensure implementation of the mitigation plan, if applicable. The Planning and
Environmental Review Director (or designee) must also verify implementation and success of any
activities for offsite mitigation conducted pursuant to the mitigation plan.
MM BIO-3 applies to special-status animal impacts in Impact BIO-1.
MM BIO-3.
Protection of Special-Status Plants and Wildlife
All measures for protection of special-status species and their habitat in the Project’s Streambed
Alteration Agreement must be implemented, including preparation of any species protection and
relocation plans.
Plants: The limits of construction between Devereux Creek and private properties to the north
must be fenced to exclude encroachment of workers into the creek area. Construction personnel
must strictly confine their activities, vehicles, equipment, and construction materials to the limits
of disturbance. The Project biologist must monitor construction activities for the duration of the
Project’s construction phase to ensure that practicable measures are being employed to avoid
incidental disturbance of habitat and species of concern outside the Project footprint. Special
attention must be provided to ensure that the fencing is maintained.
Red-legged frog: A USFWS-approved biologist must conduct a survey for red-legged frogs along
Devereux Creek within 500 feet of the Project within 5 work days prior to the start of construction.
If any are found, the USFWS will be notified and an appropriate barrier to prevent individuals from
entering the work area must be installed and maintained for the duration of construction. A memo
survey report must be prepared and submitted to the City within 2 working days after the survey
is complete. The work area must be checked before work each day to ensure that no individuals
have entered the area and could be affected by work activities. No individuals will be harassed or
moved out of the work area unless a Biological Opinion that allows such take is issued by USFWS.
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Southern western pond turtle: A CDFW-approved and permitted biologist must conduct a survey
for southern western pond turtles along Devereux Creek within 500 feet of the Project within 5
work days before start of construction. A memo survey report must be prepared and submitted to
the City within 2 working days after the survey is complete. If any are found, an appropriate barrier
to prevent individuals from entering the work area must be installed and maintained for the
duration of construction. If any individuals are found, they will be moved out of harm’s way to a
predesignated area of suitable habitat. The work area must be checked before work each day to
ensure that no individuals have entered the area and could be affected by work activities.
Plan Requirements and Timing: Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee)
must review and approve any species protection/relocation plans and verify that required surveys
are completed and protection measures are installed prior to construction activities.
Monitoring: Monitoring must be conducted by the Planning and Environmental Review Director
(or designee) to ensure that the special-status species protection plan is implemented and
maintained as described.
MM BIO-4 applies to Impact BIO-2.
MM BIO-4.
Protect/ Replace/ Enhance Riparian Habitat
The applicant must secure approval from the City of a riparian habitat protection, replacement,
and enhancement plan prepared by a City-approved biologist. The purpose of the plan is to
protect riparian habitat and mitigate riparian habitat that would be removed by the Project. At a
minimum the plan must include the following:
•

Identification (e.g., flagging) of vegetation that may be removed for project construction.

•

Protection measures or Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent silt-laden runoff from
the construction area from entering Devereux Creek.

•

Requiring a biological monitor to be present during all vegetation removal on City-owned
property.

•

Removal of all nonnative trees, except eucalyptus trees, from the City and Rancho
GoletaEstates properties within 100 feet of Devereux Creek top of bank. This can be done
incrementally over time if needed to reduce habitat impacts. Nonnative vegetation removed
will be replaced with native species as described below to replace native trees lost and to
improve wildlife habitat.

•

Measures to protect wildlife species including butterflies and raptors during removal of
nonnative vegetation from the riparian zone.

•

A description of the goals of the mitigation plan, including minimum replacement ratios for
native trees 2 inches diameter at breast height or larger that will be removed for construction
of the emergency access road. Replacement trees will be planted in the Devereux Creek
corridor on the City-owned parcel and/or the Rancho GoletaEstates parcel.

•

Replacement trees are to be of the same species as those removed and are to be from
genetic material derived from the Santa Barbara South Coast region and propagated at a
local native plant nursery. In particular, replacement sycamores must be from cuttings of
very old trees to ensure they are not from hybrids with nonnative sycamore trees.
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•

Additional native trees are to be planted to replace habitat removed when nonnative species
are removed from the habitat. These can be any native tree appropriate to the site, including
coast live oak, arroyo willow, and western sycamore.

•

Map(s) showing removal area for nonnative vegetation and replacement tree planting
locations.

•

A description that explains how plants will be protected, monitored, irrigated, and maintained
for the minimum monitoring period (5 years).

•

A description of the performance criteria which will minimally include a 5-year monitoring
period, number of individuals, size of replacement plants, cover and presence of invasive
species, and plant vigor.

•

Survival requirements of surviving saplings meeting all of the performance criteria for each
tree removed. Health of the plants will be determined based on size, leaf color, and
abundance of foliage.

•

Remedial plans that will result in the attainment of the minimum number of surviving plants
for each tree that was removed. Remedial action plans can include replanting at the
mitigation site, if methods or conditions have changed such that it is anticipated to be
successful when other methods failed, but should also include alternative sites for plantings.

•

A mechanism (such as a protective easement) to protect the mitigation area from
development in perpetuity.

•

Placing temporary fencing to mark limits of work.

Plan Requirements and Timing: The Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee)
must review and approve the riparian habitat protection, replacement, and enhancement plan for
approval and verify that bonding is in place before the beginning of site preparation or construction
activities. The costs associated with City review, including any consulting biologist, will be the
responsibility of the applicant.
Monitoring: Monitoring must be conducted by the Planning and Environmental Review Director
(or designee) to ensure that the riparian habitat protection, replacement, and enhancement plan
is implemented as described and succeeds in meeting performance criteria.
MM BIO-5 applies to planting vegetation of non-local origins in Impact BIO-5.
MM BIO-5.
Protection of SPA Buffer from Non-Local Genotypes of Native Species
The emergency access road location is within the SPA and SPA buffer, and adjacent areas
disturbed by construction within the 100-foot SPA buffer must be planted with native species from
local propagules to be consistent with GP/CLUP Sub-policy CE 1.8. Any plants must be
propagated and maintained at a local native plant nursery until installation. Seed must be
collected from local sources. Plant species must be selected to enhance wildlife values of the
SPA buffer. Examples of species that would be appropriate for this use include milkweed
(Asclepias fascicularis) and hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea). The seed mix and landscape
plan, if applicable, must be approved by the City-approved botanist, before the City issues grading
permits.
Plan Requirements and Timing: Grading plans must provide seed mixes and specify that only
local native plant species are to be used in the SPA and SPA buffer.
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Monitoring: A City-approved botanist will review the grading plans and landscape plans (if
applicable) and, before grading, submit a letter to the Planning and Environmental Review
Director (or designee) stating that the plans are acceptable. The City-approved botanist will
inspect all plant and seed material at the time of delivery to determine if the material is consistent
with landscape plans and this measure. Upon recommendations by the City-approved botanist,
the Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee) will refuse unacceptable material
and require the applicant to replace the material with plants or seed in accordance with this
condition. The developer must pay for all costs associated with such review.
MM BIO-6 applies to impacts on SPAs in Impact BIO-5.
MM BIO-6.
Protection of SPA Buffer from Human Encroachment
The applicant must install a fence on the south side of the emergency access road to reduce
passive trail user access to the SPA. The fence shall be compatible with wildlife passage, such
as split rail or equivalent.
Plan Requirements and Timing: The Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee)
must review site plans to ensure that they include the fencing and provide approval before site
preparation or construction activities.
Monitoring: Monitoring must be conducted by the Planning and Environmental Review Director
(or designee) to ensure that the fencing is installed to protect riparian habitats.
MM BIO-7 applies to impact BIO-6.
MM BIO-7.
Protection of Wildlife Habitat
The following measures must be implemented to avoid impacts on nesting birds during Project
construction and operation/maintenance:
•

Schedule construction and maintenance of the emergency fire access road and associated
water line outside the nesting season (1 February – 31 August).

•

If work is scheduled to occur between 1 February and 31 August, conduct a preconstruction
nesting bird survey that covers the work area plus a buffer of at least 150 feet for songbirds
and 500 feet for raptors. The survey must be performed by a City-approved biologist. The
survey must be conducted no more than 2 weeks before the start of ground disturbance.

•

If nesting activity is found, work must not begin within a buffer determined by the biologist
until the young fledge or the nest becomes inactive.

Plan Requirements and Timing: The Planning and Environmental Review Director (or designee)
must review site plans and specifications to ensure that they include the work windows and survey
requirements, and provide approval before site preparation or construction activities.
Monitoring: Monitoring must be conducted by the Planning and Environmental Review Director
(or designee) to ensure that the work windows are followed and that any necessary nesting bird
surveys are conducted.

4.2.6

Residual Impacts

The residual impact from Impact BIO-1 would be less than significant with the implementation of
MM BIO-1, MM BIO-2, and MM BIO-3 because workers would be trained to avoid special-status
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species during construction, special-status plant species would be replanted offsite if affected by
the Project, and special-status wildlife species would be avoided.
The residual impact from Impact BIO-2 would be less than significant given the implementation
of MM BIO-4 because riparian habitat would be protected and nonnative species would be
replaced with native species.
The residual impact from Impact BIO-5 would be significant because conflicts with policies
protecting biological resources would remain 2, except that implementation of MM BIO-5 would
reduce the portion of Impact BIO-5 concerning introduction of non-local genotypes to less than
significant, and MM HYD-1 would reduce the portion of Impact BIO-5 related to operation of the
car wash to less than significant. In addition, MM BIO-6 would reduce Impact BIO-5 by minimizing
impacts from human encroachment on the SPA buffer, but the residual impact would be
significant.
The residual impact from Impact BIO-6 would be less than significant with the implementation of
MM BIO-7 because wildlife habitat would be protected during construction. In addition, the
following less-than-significant Class III impacts would occur: portions of Impacts BIO-1, BIO-2,
BIO-5, and BIO-6 and Impacts BIO-3 and BIO-4. These impacts would not require mitigation.
Significant cumulative impacts on riparian habitat, special-status plant and wildlife species, and
nesting birds would be reduced to less than significant with implementation of the above listed
mitigation measures, except permitting incompatible uses within the SPA and SPA buffer would
remain a significant impact. Cumulative impacts on wetlands would be less than significant (Class
III) and would not require mitigation.

2

If the City Council determines that alternative Project siting within the property that would maintain the
100-foot SPA buffer is not feasible, the emergency access road and fire line would result in a less than
significant (Class III) impact because they would not conflict with a local policy protecting biological
resources. Thus, the residual impact would be less than significant.
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