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2023-2028 Economic 
Development Strategic 
Plan 

“Enhance the 
experience of Goleta for 
both residents and 
visitors by leveraging 
Old Town’s unique 
historical and cultural 
identity and investing 
district placemaking”
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Background

3

Councilmember Kyriaco requested 
an item on Economic Development 
Strategic Plan and Old Town 
initiatives

3 Sep. 2024

City Council received presentation & 
approved Old Town Business License 
Fee Waiver Program

1 Oct. 2024

Tasked staff to bring this item to 
EDRC & work with community 
stakeholders to developed grant 
program

1 Oct. 2024

EDRC meeting recommended to move 
forward with POP Grant

11 Dec. 2024

City Council approved POP Grant and 
allocation $120,000 total for the 
program 

21 Jan. 2025
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Old Town Triangle
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POP Grant Program Overview 

Total $ available: $120,000

• No minimum or maximum to amount of 
funding request

• Estimated Average award range: $3,000-
$10,000

Goal: Promote the businesses in Old Town by 
enhancing the sense of place and attracting 
more customers to Old Town businesses

• Examples: advertising, marketing, 
beautification, plants, events, specials, 
promotions, signage, seating, customer 
parking, permits, insurance, etc.
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Application Requirements 

• Goleta Business License #

Must be a business or nonprofit in Old Town

• Alignment with program goals
• Community impact
• Innovation and creativity
• Financial feasibility
• Community or customer engagement
• Collaboration between businesses

Provide thorough description of program, 
activity, event or other services bring 
proposed addressing the following criteria:

Breakdown of how funds will be used

6Feburary 18, 2025 POP Grant Application Workshop



Review Criteria

Alignment 
with program 

goals

Positive 
community 

impact

Creativity and 
innovation

Feasibility
Community 
engagement

Business 
collaboration
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Pride of Place (POP) Grant Timeline
Timeline/Date Activity/Action Item
January 21, 2025 Initiation of POP Grant Program
February 3, 2025 Released Notice of Funding Availability 
January 31 – February 28, 
2025

Application Period Open – Outreach to Old 
Businesses

March 3, 2025 Applications Due
March 2025 Application Period Review – Economic Development 

& Revitalization Committee Meeting(s) for funding 
recommendations

April 2025 City Council approval of grant award 
recommendations

April – May 2025 Finalize Grant Agreements and disburse funding 
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Things to 
Remember!

Grant Agreement

Special Event Permit Guide 

Special Event Permit Guide 

Deadline: MARCH 3rd 

Businesses can apply 
individually, but they are 

encouraged to 
collaborate 

Only $120,000 total for the 
whole program

• Funds will be split between 
all the selected applicants

If selected applicant will need to 
sign Grant Agreement & Provide 

W9 

Are you wanting to do an 
event/gathering on public property? 

• Check out the Special Event Permit 
Guide 
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https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/31452/638738568416270000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/31482/638748717204370000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/31482/638748717204370000
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Questions?
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