
 

 

GOLETA COMMUNITY CENTER DISPLAY AND EXHIBIT POLICY 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Goleta Community Center's Display & Exhibit Policy is to provide 

guidelines for the display and exhibit of materials at the Goleta Community Center, to 

inform the public about the principles and criteria on which these display decisions are 

made, and to promote the purposes of the Goleta Community Center mission and vision, 

which are: 

 Vision: The Goleta Community Center is a welcoming, safe, inclusive, and 

accessible place where everyone can go to gather, learn and play.  

 Mission: The Goleta Community Center provides programs, services, activities, 

and a safe space for social, cultural, educational, and recreational offerings in an 

inclusive and welcoming way. 

 

POLICY 

The Goleta Community Center encourages the display of materials that reflect the diverse 

interests, cultures, and values of the community. These displays and exhibits serve as an 

opportunity for patrons to learn, explore, and engage with ideas that inspire creativity, 

foster understanding, and promote cultural awareness. 

The Goleta Community Center will manage displays and exhibits with the following 

goals: 

 To provide access to a variety of educational, cultural, and informational 

resources. 

 To support the mission of the Goleta Community Center by presenting materials 

that are relevant and meaningful to the local community. 

 To ensure that the display process is inclusive, balanced, and reflective of the 

diverse perspectives within the community. 

 

PRINCIPLES AND CRITERIA 

Decisions regarding the selection of materials for display and exhibit at the Goleta 

Community Center are based on the following criteria: 
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 Relevance to Community Interests: Materials that reflect the interests, needs, 

and diversity of the Goleta community will be prioritized. 

 Educational or Cultural Significance: Exhibits that promote education, cultural 

understanding, and awareness of relevant social or historical issues will be 

encouraged. 

 Space Availability: Displays and exhibits will be organized based on available 

space and the suitability of the materials to the space. 

 Connection to Community Programs and Services: Displays that support or 

complement ongoing programs, events, or initiatives at the Community Center will 

be prioritized. 

 Variety of Viewpoints: The Community Center will seek to present a variety of 

perspectives, including materials that represent different cultural and social 

viewpoints. 

 

 

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship 

The Goleta Community Center recognizes the importance of intellectual freedom and the 

right to access diverse viewpoints. In alignment with this principle: 

 Freedom of Expression: The Community Center will not restrict the display or 

exhibition of materials solely because they may be considered controversial, so 

long as the topic is appropriate for all ages, and is in alignment with the overall 

goals, policies, and code of conduct of the Community Center. 

 Non-endorsement: Acceptance of materials for display or exhibit at the 

Community Center does not imply endorsement by the Goleta Community Center 

or the City of Goleta of the content or opinions expressed in the materials. 

 Parental Responsibility: Parents and guardians are responsible for monitoring 

the materials their children may encounter. The Community Center will provide 

appropriate guidance to create an environment that is appropriate for all ages, but 

parents have the final responsibility for what their children view or engage with. 
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Exhibit Procedures 

 Request for Display: 

Individuals, groups, or organizations interested in exhibiting at the Goleta 

Community Center must submit a display request form to the Recreation 

Supervisor. The request should include: 

o A description of the materials or exhibit to be displayed 

o The educational, cultural, or community value of the exhibit 

o Preferred display dates and duration (standard display times are 30 days) 

o Any special requirements for the display (e.g., equipment, setup, etc.) 

 Approval Process and Payment: 

The Recreation Supervisor will review the request based on the criteria outlined in 

this policy. Requests will ideally be reviewed within 5 to 7 business days. Once 

approved, and payment has been received, the Recreation Supervisor will 

coordinate with the exhibitor to schedule the display and provide guidance on 

setup, duration, and the content of the display. 

 

 Display Duration and Removal: 

Displays will be available for a set period, as agreed upon in advance with the 

Recreation Supervisor. Upon completion of the exhibit, the exhibitor is responsible 

for removing all materials from the display space. The Recreation Supervisor will 

coordinate the dismantling and removal of the display, ensuring that all items are 

returned or disposed of appropriately.  Any items not removed will be disposed of 

in accordance with the Goleta Community Center Lost and Found policy.   

 

 

Procedures for Addressing Concerns 

If a patron has concerns about a display or exhibit, the following process will be followed: 

 Informal Resolution: The patron should first discuss the issue with a Community 

Center staff member. The staff member will attempt to resolve the concern 

informally by explaining the policy and the rationale behind the display. 

 Formal Complaint: If the issue is not resolved informally, the patron can submit a 

written Statement of Concern to the Recreation Supervisor.  

o The Statement of Concern should include the nature of the concern, the 

specific materials in question, and the desired resolution. 
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 Review and Decision: The Parks and Recreation Manager will review the concern

and determine whether any changes should be made to the display or exhibit. The

patron will be notified of the decision in writing.

 Escalation: If the patron is not satisfied with the decision, they may escalate the

matter to the Director of Neighborhood Services, who upon review will make a final

and binding decision.
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