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INTRODUCTION
This environmental document is being prepared as a joint California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental document, termed an Initial
Study or Environmental Assessment (IS or EA, respectively). This document will provide the
necessary information to determine if further environmental study and review is required before the
Project can be implemented, or whether it is appropriate to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for CEQA and NEPA compliance.
Because the City of Goleta (City) will be using federal funds for this Project, the City must also
comply with NEPA before federal funds can be made available to support the Project. The City must
also demonstrate compliance with CEQA (Public Resources Code §§ 21000, et seq.,). The City is the
lead agency for CEQA compliance. This document follows the City’s Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration checklist.
As described in greater detail below, this project consists of development of a new neighborhood
park (Hollister/Kellogg Park) and a bike path San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Southern
Segment). Both of these components will be analyzed separately under CEQA and NEPA. Also
included in the analysis is consideration of the reasonable foreseeable environmental effects of a
related, but future bike path segment (San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Northern Segment)
that is envisioned to extend the bike path in the current proposed project. Detailed environmental
analysis of the future bike path segment has not been done yet because it has not been funded and is
only in the preliminary design phase. However, this document seeks to identify reasonably
foreseeable significant environmental impacts of the future bike path segment.
1.

PROJECT TITLE: Hollister/Kellogg Park Project, Project #9035; 12-044-GPA/RZ; and
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Southern Segment (SJCBP South).

2.

LEAD AGENCY NAME & ADDRESS: City of Goleta, 130 Cremona Drive, Suite B,
Goleta, CA 93117

3.

CONTACT PERSON & PHONE NUMBER:
Claudia Dato, Senior Management Analyst, 805-961-7554 (Hollister/Kellogg Park)
Teresa Lopes, Senior Project Manager, 805-961-7563 (San Jose Creek Bike Path)

4.

APPLICANT: City of Goleta
130 Cremona Drive, Suite B
Goleta, CA 93117

5.

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed park site is identified as Assessor’s Parcel Number
071-090-090 and is located at 170 S. Kellogg Avenue in the City of Goleta, California. The
proposed multi-use creek path is located on/or adjacent to Assessor’s Parcel Number 071090-084, 071-340-003, 071-090-090 and is located within an existing 15-foot Santa Barbara
County Flood Control District easement dedicated to a future bike/pedestrian path, west of
San Jose Creek between Armitos Ave and Hollister Ave in the City of Goleta (Figure 1). The
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northerly, future bike path segment would continue the creekside path from Armitos Avenue
northerly to Calle Real, located on the north side of Highway 101.
Figure 1. Location Map

Future Park Boundaries
Multi-Use Path
6.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Introduction
As set forth and described below, the neighborhood park, multi-use path, and the accompanying
General Plan amendments, rezone, and lot merger comprise the totality of the proposed Project
(hereinafter referred to as “the Project”).
Park
The City is proposing to construct a neighborhood park in the Old Town Area on a 3.98 acre vacant
parcel bounded by Kellogg Avenue to the west, commercial uses to the south, San Jose Creek to the
east, and residential uses to the north (Park). This aspect of the Project includes the installation of
pedestrian access that is in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), a multipurpose lawn area, park benches, pedestrian/bicycle paths, landscape improvements and fencing,
small restroom building, off-street parking, picnic areas, playground equipment and similar amenities
3
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associated with a neighborhood park typical in the area. Landscape improvements, in addition to the
lawn area, include the planting of numerous ornamental trees, shrubs, and groundcovers and native
riparian restoration along San Jose Creek as needed, will be added. The conceptual development plan
for the park is provided in Figure 2.
In preparation for development of the Park, the City is proposing to amend the General Plan
designation for the subject site from Old Town Commercial for the southerly 0.67 acre (formerly a
portion of APN 071-090-078) and Planned Residential (10-units per acre) for the northerly 3.33
acres (formerly 071-090-077) to Open Space/Active Recreation; and rezone the site from C-2 Retail
Commercial (southerly 0.67 acre) and Design Residential (10-units per acre) for the northerly 3.33
acres to Recreation (REC). The Project also includes a merger of the two underlying lots (formerly
APNs 071-090-077 and -078) into one parcel of four acres (now identified by the County Assessor’s
Office as APN 071-090-090).
Multi-Use Path
The City is proposing to design and construct a 0.2 mile long 10-foot wide pedestrian and bike path
adjacent to San Jose Creek from Armitos Avenue to Hollister Avenue in Goleta, CA (Multi-Use
Path). The Multi-Use Path will be an off-street pathway connecting Armitos Park, an existing park,
and the Neighborhood Park. This aspect of the Project includes installation of pedestrian access that
is in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The Project will meet the needs of
the community which has expressed a desire for pleasant walking areas and bike paths with benches
to be located within the Project area. The majority of the Multi-Use Path will be predominantly
constructed within an existing 15-foot wide Santa Barbara Flood Control easement, which has been
reserved for the construction of a bike path/trail.
The Multi-Use Path has been designed to avoid impact to existing trees through the City-owned
properties adjacent to the path. The multi-use path will provide numerous opportunities for recreation
and is intended to serve as an educational interpretive trail. It will be equipped with rest areas with
benches, intermittent interpretive signs detailing aspects of the creek ecosystem, and kiosks at each
park entrance housing informative signs and pamphlets designed to educate users about the San Jose
Creek watershed and the benefits this natural resource brings to the community. The proposed MultiUse Path location is shown in Figure 3.

Existing Unimproved
Creek Path
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Figure 2. Conceptual Development Plan – Hollister/Kellogg Park Project
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Figure 3. Conceptual Bike Path Alignments
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Background
SITE INFORMATION:

Site Information
Existing General Plan
Land Use Designation
Zoning Ordinance,
Zone District

Medium Density Residential and Old Town Commercial; Park Site
Designation; Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (riparian corridor)
Design Residential 10 (DR 10) and Retail Commercial (C-2)

Site Size

APN 071-090-090: approximately 4 acres
Creek Path – 0.35 linear acreage

Present Use and
Development

Undeveloped non-native grassland and riparian habitat

Surrounding
Uses/Zoning

Access

Utilities & Public
Services

North:
South:
East:
West:

Low Density Residential
Commercial (used car lot)
San Jose Creek
Multiple family housing
via Kellogg Avenue, no defined access
Existing:
via Kellogg Avenue for pedestrian, bike and vehicle;
Proposed:
and via new creek path for bicyclists and pedestrians
Water Supply: Goleta Water District
Sewage: Goleta Sanitary District
Fire: SB County, Fire Station #12, 5330 Calle Real
School Districts: N/A
Public Safety: SB County Sheriff, City of Goleta Division
Park Maintenance: City of Goleta

Park
The City is proposing the Park to fulfill a long-term need and vision to provide a neighborhood park
for those living in the Old Town area. The vision for a park on the proposed location has been a
priority since before the City incorporated. In 2011, the former Redevelopment Agency for the City
purchased the site with the purpose of creating a neighborhood park in this densely populated portion
of Old Town.
Over the past year and a half, the City held three public meetings to solicit input on the Project and
design of the Park. As a result of those meetings and the additional written comments from the
public, the conceptual plan includes facilities for sports activities, picnic areas, pathways,
playgrounds, passive uses, riparian restoration, parking, and bathrooms.
Multi-Use Path
The Multi-Use Path comprises a portion of the San Jose Creek Bike Path – Middle Extent Project
which consists of construction of a Class 1 bike path adjacent to San Jose Creek, connecting to the
7
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planned San Jose Creek Bike Path Southern Extent Project south of Hollister Avenue, and to the
existing Class 1 Bike path adjoining the Maravilla senior housing development north of Calle Real.
However, the multi-use creek path proposed as part of the Project will also have independent utility
as a standalone Project. This aspect of the Project will provide access between Armitos Park and the
proposed park, as well as safe bicycle and pedestrian travel from the Goleta Old Town
neighborhoods to Hollister Avenue. There cyclists can move through Hollister and connect to Class
II bike lanes (via Ward Avenue) on the other side of San Jose Creek, where they can eventually
connect to the Atascadero Bike Path to Goleta Beach and into the University of California at Santa
Barbara (UCSB).
Purpose
Park: The purpose of the park aspect of the Project is to provide a safe and convenient place for
residents in the immediate area to recreate.
Multi-Use Path: The purpose of the multi-use creek path aspect of the Project is to provide a safe and
convenient pedestrian/bicycle path to connect the neighborhoods of Old Town Goleta to Hollister
Avenue and to provide an interpretive recreational trail connecting Armitos Park and the proposed
new Hollister/Kellogg Neighborhood Park.
Need
Proposed Park
This aspect of the Project is needed because residents in the immediate area must currently travel by
car, bus, or bicycle to the nearest park large enough to accommodate active outdoor recreation.
There are several multi-family housing complexes adjacent to and near the Project site. There are no
public recreation areas adjacent to these medium-density housing complexes for children and
families to safely relax and play. The City’s General Plan provides for equitable distribution of park
and recreation facilities throughout the City to serve the various neighborhoods and all socioeconomic segments of the City's population. The General Plan places particular emphasis on new
park and recreation facilities in areas that were identified as being underserved in 2005. The Goleta
Old Town neighborhood is specifically identified in the General Plan as an area that is underserved
for neighborhood park and recreation facilities. It articulates the contrast between the ratios of
parkland per 1,000 residents in the entire city versus in Old Town. As of 2005, the City had an
overall ratio of 17 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. However, in Old Town (specifically Census
Tract 30.01 with a population of nearly 5,500), the ratio is only about 1.5 acres per 1,000 residents.
The General Plan Open Space Element (Figure 3-2) shows a “planned future park site” on the subject
site.
Additionally, in 1998 the County of Santa Barbara identified the need for additional active recreation
park land in Old Town through adoption of the Goleta Old Town Revitalization Plan (Revitalization
Plan). The Revitalization Plan indicated a deficiency of over 20 acres of parkland based on the
County’s standard of 4.7 acres of parkland/1,000 residents. Old Town currently contains only the
0.14 acre Nectarine Park, the Goleta Valley Community Center, and the 1.48 acre Armitos Park, all
of which are very limited in terms of size and developed outdoor active recreation space. The Old
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Town area currently does not have any park or open space areas which are large enough for team
sports activities such as soccer, baseball, softball, football or volleyball, or areas that provide
opportunities for nature walks or picnicking.
Multi-Use Path
The area of Goleta Old Town where the Multi-Use Path will be located is a critically underserved
community in terms of available open space and recreational amenities. Public parks, recreational
facilities, and open spaces are basic amenities that contribute to a community’s economic and social
values and quality of life. Well-developed parks, pedestrian walkways, and trails are an essential
component of any urbanized community. The lack of such public facilities in the Project area
significantly detracts from economic development potential of the area and decreases the quality of
life for existing and future residents.
This proposed multi-use creek path will connect to and enhance the recently completed 1.5 +/- acre
Armitos Park (located to the north of the proposed 4-acre neighborhood park). The Project provides a
recreational link for neighborhood bicyclists and pedestrians to access both of these facilities as well
as the Class II bike lanes on Hollister Ave. The Project also provides an opportunity to acquaint the
local community with the natural resource which is located in their backyard, the San Jose Creek.
Interpretive signing along the multi-use path will give users a chance to learn more about the creek,
its flora and fauna, and its value as a resource to be admired and protected. With the completion of
the San Jose Creek Capacity Improvement and Fish Passage Project (under construction), there will
be an opportunity to place interpretive signing regarding the migration of Steelhead in the San Jose
Creek along the proposed Multi-Use Path.
6.1

The Proposed Project

Park
The Project will construct a neighborhood park on a 4-acre vacant parcel bounded by Kellogg
Avenue to the west, commercial uses to the south, San Jose Creek to the east, and residential uses to
the north (Figure 1). As noted above, park features would include a large lawn area (multi-use
playing field) surrounded by a concrete footpath and substantial landscaping including riparian
enhancement along San Jose Creek with native shrubs and trees. Bathrooms, picnic areas,
playground equipment, basketball courts and miscellaneous outdoor fitness activities and numerous
park benches are also proposed. An ADA compliant pedestrian access hardscape path will allow for
access from Hollister/Kellogg Park to Kellogg Avenue as well as the proposed handicapped parking
spaces in the small parking lot (22-24 spaces). The site of the Project is identified as a “Planned
Future Park Site” on Figure 3.10-3 in the City’s General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan Final
Environmental Impact Report.
Construction of the Park will not require fill within the floodplain of San Jose Creek or displace any
native habitat. However, the Project will require some grading within the regulatory floodplain in
order to provide a level area for the playing field and playground equipment, and to construct the
parking area. The restroom building will be constructed sufficiently above the floodplain elevation.
9
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As noted previously, the City is also proposing to amend the General Plan land use designation for
the subject site from Old Town Commercial for the southerly 0.67 acre and Planned Residential (10units per acre) for the northerly 3.33 acres to Open Space/Active Recreation; and rezone the site from
C-2 Retail Commercial (southerly 0.67 acre) and Design Residential - 10-units per acre for the
northerly 3.33 acres to Recreation (REC). The Project also includes a merger of these two underlying
lots into a single 4-acre parcel.
A creekside/riparian buffer zone of 25 feet or more from the edge of the riparian habitat will be
preserved along San Jose Creek with the main park development occurring to the west of this buffer.
The Project will include riparian enhancement with native species within this area and in the
northeast corner of the site, thereby exceeding the 25-foot minimum buffer in that location. An
ornamental landscaped buffer is also proposed along the north side which is adjacent to existing
residences.
Multi-Use Path
The Project will also construct a 0.2 mile long 10-foot wide (approximately 14-foot wide including
graded shoulders) multi-use path with educational interpretive signing adjacent to San Jose creek
from Armitos Avenue to Hollister Avenue. The path will be constructed on an existing 15-foot wide
Santa Barbara Flood Control easement which has been dedicated to the construction of a bike path.
The path will be hard surface and construction materials proposed include porous asphalt concrete,
porous concrete, and paving tiles. Widened areas proposed for benches or for viewing and
interpretive signing shall be constructed of decomposed granite. Wood railings or fences will be
placed at locations deemed necessary to protect riparian habitat from public access and where
necessary for public safety. The length of the multi-use path will be ADA accessible and in full
compliance with ADA standards. ADA compliant pedestrian access hardscape path will access
Armitos Park at Armitos Ave, the proposed Hollister/Kellogg Park, and Hollister Ave. The multi-use
path shall be designed in accordance with the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) “Guide for Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian
Facilities” and the AASHTO “Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities.”
Construction of the Multi-use Path will not require fill within the floodplain of San Jose Creek and
will avoid displacement of any native habitat to the greatest extent possible. Because the majority of
the proposed Multi-use Path is adjacent to City owned property, if it is possible to have it meander
around sensitive habitats and avoid impact to existing trees adjacent to the trail. However, the Project
will require minimal grading within the regulatory floodplain in order to provide a standard profile
and cross slope for the trail.
General Plan Amendment/Rezone
In preparation for development of the park, the City is proposing to amend the General Plan
designation for the subject site from Old Town Commercial for the southerly 0.67 acre (formerly a
portion of APN 071-090-078) and Planned Residential (10-units per acre) for the northerly 3.33
acres (formerly 071-090-077) to Open Space/Active Recreation; and rezone the site from C-2 Retail
Commercial (southerly 0.67 acre) and Design Residential (10-units per acre) for the northerly 3.33
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acres to Recreation (REC). The Project also includes a merger of the two underlying lots (formerly
APNs 071-090-077 and -078) into one parcel of four acres (now identified by the County Assessor’s
Office as APN 071-090-090).
Not-a-Part of Project Description: San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent (Upper Segment)
A related project located in proximity to the subject Projects but not a part of the current Project
description is the San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to
Calle Real). This Initial Study includes a broad, but not project-specific level of analysis of the
reasonably foreseeable future impacts of this future bike path project. The City of Goleta is in the
early stages of project development for this upper segment of the San Jose Creek Bike Path that will
connect Armitos Avenue to Calle Real. The Armitos Avenue to Calle Real section of the bike path
will be constructed on the west side of San Jose Creek, so it can be accessed from the proposed
Multi-Use Path by crossing Armitos Avenue. Construction funding for this path segment has not
been identified and only preliminary engineering analysis and other studies of the corridor through
which the future bike path will traverse have been completed. The design of this upper bike path
segment is uncertain and its construction is likely to come at a much later date than the Project.
Although future project-specific environmental analysis will be undertaken for this upper bike path
segment, the City has identified potential reasonably foreseeable future impacts associated with this
upper segment of the bike path. Based on this preliminary assessment, the project is not expected to
result in any significant unavoidable impacts associated with that project.
6.1.1 Access
Park
Access to Hollister/Kellogg Park will be by foot, bike and vehicle. Off-street parking is proposed for
the park and a sufficient number of bike racks will also be provided, the idea being to promote the
use of the park primarily by the residents in the immediate area. A pedestrian access will lead from
Kellogg Avenue to the concrete circular footpath that surrounds the multi-use field along the
westerly, southerly and northerly edges of the site. This internal looped sidewalk will tie into the
proposed multi-use creek trail along the west side of San Jose Creek. Although the General Plan
Transportation Element Bikeways Plan Map shows this path eventually linking Cathedral Oaks Road
at the far northern boundary of the City southerly to Goleta Beach, the only segment currently in
design is the link between Armitos Avenue and Hollister Avenue to provide more immediate access
into the park for bicyclists and pedestrians from these two roadways.
Multi-Use Path
Access to the proposed multi-use creek path will be by foot and bicycle. Off-street parking is
available at Armitos Park along Armitos Avenue and a small parking lot will be developed as part of
the proposed neighborhood park. There is also on-street parking along Kellogg Avenue. A sufficient
number of bike racks will be provided at the park site, the idea being to promote the use of the park
primarily by the residents in the immediate area. A pedestrian access would lead from Kellogg
Avenue into the park via a concrete circular footpath at the westerly edge of the lawn area in the
11
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proposed park. This concrete path will tie into the multi-use creek path (bike/pedestrian path) which
will provide a connection between Armitos Avenue to the north and Hollister Avenue to the south.
6.1.2 Landscaping
Park
Landscaping for the neighborhood park will consist primarily of ornamental trees and shrubs in
addition to the large lawn area/multi-use playing field. Groundcover will be planted in between the
shrubs and trees. Landscaping is proposed completely surrounding the concrete pathway, lawn, and
picnic areas. Additional native plant species will be planted within the 25-foot ESHA buffer and area
in the northeast corner of the site to protect and significantly enhance the existing riparian habitat.
Specific plants species and sizes have not been determined at this point. Riparian restoration and
enhancement areas are likely to include a mix of species identified in Table 1 below.
Multi-Use Path
Landscaping will consist primarily of native trees and shrubs. All vegetation removed during
construction will be replaced by landscaping with native plants. Native plants will also be used to
replace invasive non-native species. Specific plants species and sizes have not been determined for
this specific Project at this point; however, based on previous studies (San Jose Creek Capacity
Improvement Project MND/EA, April 2008), potential species to be used are listed in Table 1. A
native plant list has not been developed for the trail Project as of yet, however previous studies have
been conducted which include this portion of the San Jose Creek and for the San Jose Creek
Watershed as a whole. (San Jose Creek Capacity Improvement Project Biological Resources Survey
Report, October 2010, San Jose Creek Watershed Plan, December 2003). Any planting done as part
of the Project will not require installed irrigation systems.
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Table 1: Typical Native Plantings
Common Name
Scientific Name
Western sycamore
Platanus racemosa
Fremont cottonwood
Populous balsamifera trichocarpa
Coast live oak
Quercus agrifolia
Toyon
Heteromeles arbutifolia
Coyote brush
Baccharis pilularis
California rose
Rosa californica
Lemonadeberry
Phus integrifolia
Arroyo willow
Salix lasiolepis
Mulefat
Baccharis salicifolia
Gooseberry
Ribes specioscum
Blue elderberry
Sambucus Mexicana
Wild blackberry
Rubus ursinus
Giant wild rye
Leymus condensatus
California melic grass
Melica californicus
Purple needle grass
Nassella pulchra
Note: All plants proposed for landscaping are native to the region. The final listing of plants
used would be modified based on further study and availability.
6.1.3 Construction Schedule
Construction of the neighborhood park aspect of the Project, is anticipated to begin in the
spring/summer of 2014. The first activities are anticipated to involve site preparation (grading)
followed by construction of the walkways, installation of the restrooms and parking lot, multi-use
playing field and lawn area, picnic area, playground, and other outdoor recreation amenities,
followed by remaining landscaping and riparian enhancement. The neighborhood park aspect of the
Project is expected to take several months to complete.
With regard to the multi-use creek path, the first activities are anticipated to involve site preparation
(grading) followed by construction of the path and installation of fencing, interpretive signing,
benches and tie-ins at all points of access. The multi-use creek path aspect of the Project is expected
to take several months to complete. Depending on the availability of funding, the bike path will
either be constructed concurrent with the park or at a later date.
6.2

No Project/No Action Alternative

The no Project or no action alternative would not construct a neighborhood park or multi-use creek
path at this location and would not provide the necessary recreational opportunities to numerous
residents living adjacent to and nearby the proposed Project site. The existing vacant lot would
remain as a degraded California annual grassland field requiring yearly maintenance to clear the lot
of tall weeds and grasses that constitute a fire danger when they dry out each summer. The no
Project alternative would leave the site and the creek corridor path easement in its current condition.
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The no Project alternative would also not develop a key segment of the future Class I bike path
identified in the Transportation Element of the City’s General Plan.
While the no Project alternative does not meet the purpose and need for the proposed Project, it does
provide a measure of the baseline conditions against which the impacts of the proposed Project can
be compared. In this Initial Study, the no Project alternative is represented by the baseline conditions
described in the Environmental Setting section of each resource area.
6.3

Project Alternatives

NEPA and CEQA both require consideration of a reasonable range of alternatives to the proposed
action. Alternatives must be feasible, meet the purpose and need for the Project, and attain most of
the basic Project objectives. The range of alternatives required is governed by a rule of reason, which
means that only those feasible alternatives necessary to permit a reasoned choice need to be
considered. Reasonable alternatives are those that are practical or feasible based on technical,
economic, and other considerations.
6.3.1 Alternatives Considered but Rejected
Several different design concepts for the Park were evaluated to meet the purpose and need to
provide recreational opportunities to the residents of the City of Goleta. Initial proposals consisted
of developing a range of recreational uses including league-ready soccer and softball fields with
bleachers for community-wide league play, basketball courts, tennis courts, a skateboard park, and
other miscellaneous amenities. Most of these amenities are better suited for a larger regional park
and are more intensive than usually found in a typical smaller neighborhood park. After several
public meetings with the community, a final conceptual design was developed based on public input.
In addition, an alternative location was considered but rejected as unfeasible and not meeting the
City’s objective of placing a neighborhood park in the residential area of Old Town, north of
Hollister Avenue where residents could easily access it by biking or walking without having to cross
Hollister Avenue, a busy arterial street. Vacant property in the Old Town area is very limited. One
parcel analyzed but rejected was a 12.36 acre parcel located on So. Kellogg Avenue (APN 071-130023), known locally as the “Page Site.” This site was rejected for several reasons: 1) it was not
desirable since it is located south of Hollister Avenue; 2) the City does not have ownership or control
of the site; 3) the site is too large; and 4) it would be too costly for the City to acquire it.
With regard to the Multi-Use Path, several different alignment alternatives were evaluated to meet
the purpose and need of the San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent Project through feasibility
studies, including an alternative to construct the bike path on the east side of San Jose Creek. The
proposed alignment for the Multi-Use Path connecting Armitos and Hollister Avenues is the
preferred route in terms of providing access to the two parks which both lie on the west side of the
creek. The preferred route will also result in fewer impacts to existing riparian habitat that the other
alignments considered.
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6.3.2 Alternatives Selection Process
Park
Selecting and designing the proposed Project involved meetings with City staff and the general
public. Based on comments from the public, including the residents living in the immediate area, the
City learned that there were substantial concerns regarding maintenance, safety, and traffic
associated with a regional park concept. Therefore, the proposed Project was designed to provide a
smaller neighborhood park without the infrastructure that would likely draw people from farther
distances in the City of Goleta. This alternative meets the needs and wishes of the public in the
immediate area as well as the goals outlined in the City’s Public Parks System Plan.
Multi-Use Path
The intent of this aspect of the Project is to provide a recreational trail and educational opportunities
for members of the community while linking two City parks. The existing Armitos Park and the
proposed Park are both located on the west side of the San Jose Creek. This necessitated that the
proposed trail be located on the west side of the San Jose Creek.
An alternative to providing pedestrian and bicycle access between the two parks would be to
establish a Class II bike lane along Kellogg Ave with a continuous sidewalk. However, the
alternative along Kellogg Avenue, though satisfying a link between the two parks, would not meet
the overall need and purpose of the proposed Project to provide a separated Class I multi-use path
and interpretive trail along the San Jose Creek corridor. An alternative along Kellogg Ave was
eliminated from further consideration based primarily on this reason.
The proposed alternative (e.g. the Project) will meet the needs and wishes of the public in the
immediate area as well as the goals outlined in the City’s General Plan.
6.3.3 Rationale for Alternative Elimination
Park
The reason for eliminating the regional park alternative mainly centered on public safety and
minimizing the regional attractiveness of the Park for people outside of the immediate area. By not
providing lighting at night, bleachers, and regulation sports fields there will be a reduced likelihood
for organized, league sports and less of a draw to the park for people living beyond the immediate
neighborhood. The General Plan designated a neighborhood park in this location which is intended
for use by residents in the surrounding area, most of whom will walk or bike to the Park. The
intended uses will generate fewer noise and traffic impacts than would a park with a more regional
draw.
Multi-Use Path
The alternative to provide access between Armitos Park and Kellogg Park as a Class II bike path
along Kellogg and Armitos Avenues was eliminated because this is less desirable from a public
15
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safety perspective (due to potential conflicts between bicyclists, pedestrians and heavy truck traffic
using Kellogg Avenue). The alternative route along Kellogg Avenue also would not provide any
educational opportunities for interpretive signage and observation along the creek corridor.
6.4

Environmental Commitments Included as Part of the Proposed Project

Several measures have been agreed to by the Project proponent (City of Goleta) and are included as
part of the proposed Project to reduce impacts on the environment. Specific measures, if applicable,
are described in detail following each resource discussion. A summary of all of the environmental
commitments for the Project can be found in Appendix A, Mitigation Summary.
6.5

List of Cumulative Projects

San Jose Creek Capacity Improvement Project
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos to Calle Real)
San Jose Creek Bike Path Southern Extent
Ekwill Street and Fowler Road Extensions Project
San Jose Creek Capacity Improvement Phase II Project (Hollister Bridge)
It should be noted that given the Project’s future connectivity with the San Jose Creek Bike Path
Middle Extent (upper segment from Armitos Avenue to Calle Real), this document includes a
general analysis of potential impacts that may be associated with that project. A project specific
analysis is not included nor is that project considered to be a part of the subject Project as no source
of funding has been identified for the San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent (upper segment from
Armitos Avenue to Calle Real), design of this project has not been completed, and from a timing
perspective, construction of this facility is likely to lag behind the subject Project by a few years.
7.

APPROVAL REQUIRED BY OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES:

City of Goleta
Santa Barbara County Flood Control District
Regional Water Quality Control Board
8.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:

Resource specific descriptions for all areas potentially affected by the Project are provided in Section
14.
8.1

Slope/Topography

The Project area is located in the Goleta Valley. The topography is generally flat with very minor
sloping south/southwest towards the Pacific Ocean. At the proposed Project site, the elevation is
approximately 40 to 45 above mean sea level. The bed of San Jose Creek, along the east side of the
parcel is approximately 32 feet above mean sea level.
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To meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act, an access ramp/footpath would be
installed from Kellogg Avenue through the site and to the multi-use creek path, and also from
handicapped parking spaces in the parking lot to the restroom and picnic areas.
8.2

Fauna

According to a Biological Assessment of the Project site conducted by a professional biologist with
Rincon Consultants, the Project site’s highly disturbed, isolated, annual grassland is expected to
support only common wildlife species that adapt to urban fringes and small habitat patches. The
biologist indicated that terrestrial species are likely limited to pocket gophers, California ground
squirrels, mice species, meadow voles, Virginia opossum, raccoon, striped skunk, western fence
lizards, and alligator lizards. Bird species observed on site were Eurasian collared dove (introduced
species), black phoebe (native), California towhee (native), bushtit (native), European starling
(introduced species), and house finch (native).
With regard to the Multi-Use Path, Rincon Consulting’s biologist indicated that the dense riparian
vegetation and the continuous presence of fresh water provides cover, forage, and den-and-nesting
habitat for several wildlife species. Terrestrial wildlife observed within the riparian zone during
wildlife surveys conducted by the biologist (see San Jose Creek Capacity Improvement Project
Biological Resources Survey Report, October 2010) included ground squirrel (Spermophylus
beecheyii), and pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae). The biologist also observed common bird species
including great blue heron (Ardea herodias), American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), mourning
dove (Zenaida macroura), acorn woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus), western scrub jay
(Aphelocoma californica), black phoebe (native), California towhee (native), common yellow throat
(Geothlypis trichas), bushtit (native), European starling (introduced species), song sparrow
(Melospiza melodia), and house finch (native). According to the biologist, common raptor species,
including red-tailed hawk, are expected to occur in the vicinity; however, no nesting raptors or other
evidence of bird nesting were identified during site surveys.
8.3

Flora

The sites flora consists of weedy annual grassland dominated by introduced annual grass species
such as wild oats (Avena sp.) and ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus). Several oak and sycamore trees,
including a 24” diameter oak, are part of the riparian corridor of San Jose Creek.
8.4

Cultural Sites

Because the general area around the Goleta Slough and San Jose Creek is sensitive for archaeological
resources, an archaeological survey of the entire Hollister/Kellogg Park Project Site and the proposed
corridor (alignment) for the multi-use path were conducted by Conejo Archaeological Consultants in
June 2011 and August 2012, respectively. Archival research and surface surveys of the Project area
and immediate vicinity located no cultural resources. No further prehistoric or historic
archaeological studies are required; however, monitoring by a professional archaeologist is
recommended during activities that involve grading or ground disturbance.
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8.5

Surface Water Bodies

San Jose Creek is the nearest surface water body to the Project site. San Jose Creek flows to the
Goleta Slough and is a seasonal creek in the stretch nearest to the Project area. Santa Barbara County
developed a watershed management plan for the San Jose Creek Watershed, and the Project, as
proposed, is in compliance with the that plan.
8.6

Surrounding Land Uses

The area in the immediate vicinity of the Project contains a range of commercial, residential, and
vacant land use/zoning designations. The City’s General Plan designates adjacent properties for
Commercial and Multi-Family housing uses. Zoning to the north, east and west is Design
Residential and, for the most part, contains multi-family housing. The area to the south of the Project
is zoned commercial (C-2) and has commercial uses. San Jose Creek and its riparian corridor are
designated as an Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area.
8.7

Existing Structures

Structures in the vicinity of the proposed Project area consist of residential and commercial
buildings. There are no existing structures on or within the Project site.
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9.

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, involving at
least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) checklist and analysis on the following pages:
Aesthetics
Agricultural Resources
Air Quality
Biological Resources
Cultural Resources

Public Services
Recreation
Transportation/Traffic
Utilities/Service Systems
Mandatory Findings of Significance

Geology/Soils
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology/Water Quality
Land Use/Planning
Mineral Resources
Noise
Population/Housing
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10.

DETERMINATION:

On the basis of this Initial Study/Environmental Checklist:
I find that the proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.
I find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
Project have been made by or agreed to by the Applicant. A Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) is made. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared
and a FONSI will be published.
I find that the proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.
I find that the proposed Project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or
“potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect
(a) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal
standards, and (b) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis
as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required,
but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.
I find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effect (a) have been analyzed adequately in
an earlier environmental impact report or mitigated negative declaration pursuant to
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier
environmental document, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon
the proposed Project and that a subsequent document containing updated and/or site
specific information should be prepared pursuant to CEQA Sections 15162, 15163, and
15164.
I find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately
in an earlier environmental impact report or mitigated negative declaration pursuant to
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier
environmental document, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon
the proposed Project, nothing further is required.
Prepared By: Claudia Dato, Senior Management Analyst
Dept. of Neighborhood Services & Public Safety
________________________________
Approved by: Jennifer Carman, Director
Dept. of Planning & Environmental Review

August 13, 2013
Date
_________________
Date
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11.

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and Environmental Assessment is a joint
federal/state document prepared to comply with the requirements of both NEPA and CEQA. NEPA
and CEQA requirements are similar but differ in certain details. Federal guidance for complying with
NEPA requires that the federal manager determine whether the Project would have a significant
impact on the quality of the human environment. Therefore, the significance of an impact under
NEPA is typically not presented in the NEPA document, but instead in the decision document. In
contrast, CEQA typically requires the identification of significant environmental effects of the
Project, presents criteria which are specifically used to determine whether or not an adverse impact is
significant under CEQA, and feasible mitigation measures which could minimize each significant
adverse impact. In the evaluation of environmental impacts, this analysis follows the below format:
(a) All answers must take into account the whole actions involved, including Project specific
cumulative, construction operational, onsite, offsite, direct, and indirect impacts. The explanation of
each issue should identify the existing setting, any applicable threshold of significance, impacts,
mitigation measures, and residual impact statement.
(b) A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact.” The discussion must be
supported by appropriate information sources. A “No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the
referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to requests such as the
proposed Project.
(c) The checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is: Potentially Significant, Less than
Significant with Mitigation Incorporated, Less than Significant, or No Impact.
(d) A “Potentially Significant” response is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect
may be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant” entries when the determination
is made, then an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required.
(e) A “Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated” response is appropriate where
such incorporation of mitigation would reduce a potentially significant impact to a less than
significant level. If there are one or more “Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated”
entries when the determination is made, then a Mitigated Negative Declaration may be prepared.
(f) Supporting Information Sources: References and sources should be attached, including but not
limited to: reference documents, special studies, other environmental documents and/or individuals
contacted.
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12.

TECHNICAL STUDIES:

The following technical studies have been prepared for this Project; most are available for public
review upon request:
Technical Study
Biological Study & Tree Survey
Cultural Resources Report
Initial Site Assessment
Air Quality Analysis
Traffic Analysis
Phase I Environmental Assessment
13.

Prepared/Conducted
by
Rincon Consultants
Conejo Archaeological
Consultants
Claudia Dato
Cardno ENTRIX
Jim Biega, City Traffic
Consultant
Sigma Engineering, Inc.

Available
for Review
X

Not Available

X
X
X
X
X

ISSUE AREAS:

13.1 Aesthetics
Would the Project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?
c)

Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality
of the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Existing Setting
The Park site is a generally flat approximately 4 acre parcel in the Old Town area of Goleta. The site
primarily consists of ruderal grasses and weeds, with scattered trees and shrubs around the perimeter.
The parcel is bounded mostly by chain link fencing. The parcel is bordered on three sides by
development and on the fourth by San Jose Creek. The creek, adjacent to the site on the east, is lined
with dense riparian vegetation that limits views to the channel bottom. The willows, oaks and other
creekside plants help establish a natural character for the site and are the primary visual resource in
the Project vicinity. The upper portions of the Santa Ynez Mountains can be seen in the distance to
the north. The view of these ridgelines, although somewhat limited by intervening development, is
an important secondary visual resource available from the Project site. The three developed sides of
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the parcel include Kellogg Avenue and multi-family residential along the west side, planned
development design residential to the north, and commercial (auto sales) to the south.
The general visual character of the immediate area is one of medium-high density residential to the
north and west, transitioning to commercial to the south. The surrounding neighborhoods are for the
most part well-established, with mature trees and other landscaping helping define the visual
character.
The visual quality of the Project site and vicinity is moderate. The parcel itself has the appearance of
a somewhat weedy vacant lot receiving minimal maintenance. The adjacent parcels are well-kept;
however, the mix of commercial and residential development lacks a unified neighborhood aesthetic.
The San Jose Creek riparian corridor to the east offers a quality natural context for the site,
increasing the visual quality. The Santa Ynez Mountains to the north help establish the distant
horizon line in that direction, contributing to the viewer's understanding of the larger visual setting.
The proposed approximately 0.4 acre area for the multi-use creek path is generally flat and is
adjacent to the San Jose Creek river bank near the Old Town section of Goleta. The parcel is
bordered on the west side by residential development and open space, and on the east side by San
Jose Creek.
Thresholds of Significance
The City's adopted Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual provides further direction
regarding the criteria specified in Appendix G of the CEQA Checklist by stating that affirmative
answers to the following questions would indicate a potentially significant impact to visual
resources:
1a – Does the Project have significant visual resources by virtue of surface waters,
vegetation, elevation, slope, or other natural or man-made features which are publicly
visible?
1b – If so, does the proposed Project have the potential to degrade or significantly
interfere with the public's enjoyment of the site's existing visual resources?
2a – Does the Project have the potential to impact visual resources of the Coastal Zone
or other visually important areas (i.e., mountainous area, public park, urban fringe, or
scenic travel corridor)?
2b – If so, does the Project have the potential to conflict with the policies set forth in the
Local Coastal Plan, the General Plan or any applicable community plan to protect the
identified view?
3 – Does the Project have the potential to create a significantly adverse aesthetic impact
through the obstruction of public views, incompatibility with surrounding uses,
structures, or intensity of development, removal of significant amounts of vegetation,
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loss of important open space, substantial alteration of natural character, lack of adequate
landscaping, or extensive grading visible from public areas?
The Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual also explains that determining compliance with
local and state policies regarding visual resources is an important part of visual impact assessment.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
The neighborhood park aspect of the Project will improve the visual quality of the 4-acre site and
will provide a new aesthetic amenity for the neighborhood and the community. The conversion from
a somewhat unkempt vacant lot to a well-landscaped neighborhood park will increase the visual
value of the park site. The park facility will not affect views of scenic resources such as the Santa
Ynez Mountains and the Project’s park and new multi-use creek path will create new opportunities
for underutilized views of the San Jose Creek corridor. The park will not create any new source of
night lighting and will provide minimal opportunities for graffiti. From public areas, private
residences, and businesses, the park will visually blend with the neighborhood as well as the natural
creek setting.
The multi-use creek path will greatly enhance public views of the creek environs which are currently
limited by vegetative undergrowth. The path will open up views of the creek and riparian corridor to
the public, and has been designed to minimize impacts to existing trees so that the overall character
of the corridor will be maintained.
Overall, the Project is expected to have a positive effect on the visual quality of the area and will
open up public views of the creek riparian corridor and channel.
a –Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?
No. Because of the Project's location, the only scenic vista available now from the Project site is the
view of the tops of the Santa Ynez Mountains to the north. This scenic vista is preserved even with
construction of the Park and Multi-Use Path. Presently, the proposed Project site is a fenced vacant
lot with few, if any, visitors. With construction of the Park, more people would use the site and the
potential for citizens to enjoy these vistas would increase. Moreover, views of scenic vistas from
locations surrounding the park would not be affected. From the adjacent properties, views of the
Santa Ynez Mountains would not be obscured because of the park's low elevation and orientation
relative to such views.
b – Would the Project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees,
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?
No. The proposed park component of the Project is a vacant fallow field and does not contain any
scenic resources or historic buildings with the exception of a grand-national champion sycamore tree
(aka the “Sister Witness Tree”) located in the southeast corner of the Park site. The Sister Witness
Tree will be preserved by the Project. The Multi-Use Path area primarily consists of dense stands or
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riparian woodland including arroyo willow, western sycamore, and several scattered coast live oak,
including a 24” diameter oak as well as dense areas of non-native vegetation including large areas of
giant cane (Arundo donax). The willows, oaks and other creekside plants help establish a natural
character for the site and are the primary visual resource in the Project vicinity. There are no unique
outcroppings through the Project. The path alignment has been designed to minimize impacts to
mature vegetation. Specifically, it avoids mature oaks and other riparian trees to the greatest extent
feasible. Furthermore, part of the project design includes the planting of additional riparian trees that
will more than replace the few that are removed. Replacement plantings will likely exceed a 3:1 ratio
as far as replacement trees planted to trees removed.
c – Would the Project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?
No. In fact, construction of the Project may increase the aesthetic quality of the site and its
surroundings. The size of the Project is visually appropriate for the scale of the adjacent
neighborhood. Extensive planting, as shown in the Conceptual Site Plan (refer to Figure 2 on page
5), is consistent with the City tree planting in the area, and the mostly native palette would create a
transition to the natural vegetation of the creek. The structural features of the park will be visually
subordinate to the tree canopy and vegetative character of the landscaping. In addition, because of
minimal amount of vertical surfaces (mainly the restroom building), the potential for highly-visible
graffiti will be minimized.
The multi-use creek path aspect of the Project will be limited to the west bank of the San Jose Creek
and will avoid impacts to the creek banks and creek itself. The path will avoid impacts to existing
trees to the highest extent possible. Removal of non-native invasive species and replacement with
naturally occurring native plants will also enhance the overall visual character and quality of the
riparian area.
The Project is expected to attract visitors from the neighborhood and to be a visual amenity to the
site and the surrounding area. Visitors to the park and users of the multi-use creek path will also
have greater exposure to the natural scenic qualities of San Jose Creek.
d – Would the Project create a new source of substantial light or glare, which would adversely affect
day or nighttime views in the area?
No. The Project proposes no new lighting. Daytime glare is not expected to increase because lowgloss materials will be used for the restroom and related structural elements. The proposed
landscaping will further reduce any visible daytime glare to off-site viewpoints. While visitor's
parked cars along Kellogg Avenue may create some reflection, some degree of glare already exists
from the cars and motor homes currently utilizing the street frontage, and the increased glare caused
by the Project would be nominal.
With regard to adopted thresholds in the area visual resources, for the reasons stated above,
the proposed Project:
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1. Will not have the potential to degrade or significantly interfere with the public's
enjoyment of the Project areas existing visual resources;
2. Does not conflict with the policies set forth in the Local Coastal Plan, the General
Plan or any applicable community plan with regard to protection of views; and
3. Does not create a significantly adverse aesthetic impact through the obstruction of
public views, incompatibility with surrounding uses, structures, or intensity of
development, removal of significant amounts of vegetation, loss of important open
space, substantial alteration of natural character, lack of adequate landscaping, or
extensive grading visible from public areas.
No Project Alternative
The park site is currently an undeveloped lot with few positive visual characteristics. The ground
plane is generally flat and weedy, and the fencing along the western edge is in fair condition. The
few trees on site do provide some aesthetic benefit, and the open space of the site allows some views
to the San Jose Creek riparian corridor. The no Project alternative would retain the existing
conditions but would not provide the visual benefits of the Project, and the no-Project alternative
would not provide greater opportunities for citizens to enjoy the scenic vista, nor does it enhance
public views to the creek corridor through installation of the bike path.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
This segment of the bike path corridor is also characterized by dense stands of riparian woodland
including arroyo willow, cottonwood, western sycamore, and scattered coast live oaks as well as
non-native eucalyptus trees. It is anticipated that the path alignment will be designed to minimize
impacts to mature vegetation and that the planting of additional riparian trees would be required to
replace any trees that are removed. Furthermore, future design of this segment of the bike path is
likely to enhance public views to the creek corridor. Overall, it is expected that the installation of this
bike path segment will provide greater opportunities for citizens to enjoy the scenic views associated
with the creek corridor. Therefore, the reasonably foreseeable impacts of the future segment are less
than significant.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
Since the Project will have no adverse visual impacts, no mitigation measures are required.
Residual Impact
The Project will have a positive residual effect on the visual quality of the area.
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14.2 Agricultural Resources

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:
a)

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?
c)

Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due
to their location or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland, to non-agricultural use?

Existing Setting
The proposed park site is a remnant of what was likely a larger agricultural parcel that produced row
crops or perhaps orchards at one time. However, the site appears to have been fallow for enough
time for any remnants of row crops to have completely decomposed and disappeared, with only nonnative annual grasses and weeds remaining.
Currently the Project site is zoned Design Residential, 10 units per acre (DR 10) and is surrounded
on three sides by similar multi-family residential zoning; to the south is C-2 Retail Commercial. The
surrounding parcels have been developed for the most part and with a Project size of approximately 4
acres total, including the riparian area along San Jose Creek, this site would not be suitable for any
viable agricultural enterprise. The Project is not on or adjacent to land currently under agricultural
operation and is not designated for agricultural use in the City’s General Plan. Based on the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program for the California Resources Agency, the Project area is
not designated as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance.
Thresholds of Significance
The City’s Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual sets forth criteria for evaluating the
significance of a Project’s impact on agricultural resources based on the above checklist. A Project
may pose a significant environmental effect on agricultural resources if it conflicts with adopted
environmental plans and goals of the City or converts prime agricultural land to non-agricultural use
or impairs the agricultural productivity of prime agricultural land.
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Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
Agricultural Resources a, b, & c
Based upon the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program for the California Resource Agency, the
Project does not affect an agricultural resource area and thus does not impact farmland designated as
Prime, Unique, or of Statewide Importance. In addition, the City’s General Plan does not designate
the site for agricultural use and the Project would not displace existing farmland or occur adjacent to
any existing farmland or agricultural resources. It would not affect any lands designated by the City
of Goleta for agricultural purposes, nor would it affect any parcels zoned for agriculture or parcels
under a Williamson Act Contract. The site is presently vacant and is not in agricultural use. The
Project would not involve any other changes to the existing environment that could result in
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. No impacts to Agricultural Resources would result
from the proposed Project.
For the reasons stated above, the Project does not conflict with adopted environmental plans and
goals of the City, nor would it convert prime agricultural land to non-agricultural use or impair the
agricultural productivity of prime agricultural land.
No Project Alternative
The no Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park or multi-use creek path. This
alternative would leave the area and vicinity in its current condition. Therefore, the no Project
alternative would also have no impact to Agricultural Resources.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
Based upon the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program for the California Resource Agency,
construction of this segment of the bike path would not impact farmland designated as Prime,
Unique, or of Statewide Importance. The City’s General Plan does not designate this segment of the
San Jose Creek corridor for agricultural use and the Project would not displace existing farmland or
occur adjacent to any existing farmland or agricultural resources. It would not affect any lands
designated by the City of Goleta for agricultural purposes, nor would it affect any parcels zoned for
agriculture or parcels under a Williamson Act Contract. Therefore, there are no reasonable
foreseeable impacts of the future segment on agricultural resources.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
No impacts would occur; accordingly, no mitigation measures are required.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts on Agricultural Resources would occur as a result of Project.
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14.3 Air Quality

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:
a)

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable
air quality plan?

b)

Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially
to an existing or Projected air quality violation?

c)

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the Project region is nonattainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air
quality standard (including releasing emissions, which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d)

Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

e)

Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number
of people?

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Existing Setting
The climate in and around the City of Goleta, as well as most of Southern California, is controlled
largely by the strength and position of the subtropical high-pressure cell over the Pacific Ocean. This
high-pressure cell typically produces a Mediterranean climate with warm summers, mild winters, and
moderate rainfall. This pattern is periodically interrupted by periods of extremely hot weather
brought in by Santa Ana winds. Almost all precipitation occurs between November and April,
although during these months, the weather is sunny or partly sunny a majority of the time. Cyclic
land and sea breezes are the primary factors affecting the region’s mild climate. The daytime winds
are normally sea breezes, predominantly from the west, that flow at relatively low velocities.
Additionally, cool, humid, marine air causes frequent fog and low clouds along the coast, generally
during the night and morning hours in the late spring and early summer.
Surface temperature inversions (0 to 500 feet) are most frequent during the winter, and subsidence
inversions (1,000 to 2,000 feet) are most frequent during the summer. Inversions are an increase in
temperature with height and directly related to the stability of the atmosphere. Inversions act as a cap
to the pollutants that are emitted below or within them. The subsidence inversion is very common
during the summer along the California coast, and is one of the principal causes of air stagnation.
Poor local air quality is usually associated with air stagnation (high stability/restricted air
movement). Poor air quality can also result from the temporary “slosh effect” in the aftermath of
Santa Ana winds where offshore flow carries air pollutants from southern California out to sea which
return when normal onshore flow resumes.
The Project is located in the South Central Coast Air Basin (SCCAB). The SCCAB comprises San
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura Counties. The Project site is located in Santa Barbara
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County. Santa Barbara County has generally good air quality most days and presently meets the
Federal 8-hour ozone standard that has been established at a level equivalent to .075 parts per million
averaged over any 8-hour period. An area is considered in violation (not meeting the standard) if the
average of the annual fourth highest ozone readings at any ozone monitor for any three year period
equals or exceeds .075 parts per million. In addition, a new California 8-hour ozone standard was
implemented in May 2006. Air quality conditions in the County have periodically exceeded the state
standard for ozone and particulate matter, 10 microns or smaller (PM10) and is therefore designated
a nonattainment area for these state standards.
The Project site is currently vacant land. The Project would result in the construction of a new 3.98acre neighborhood park including a small parking area, as well as a bike/pedestrian creek side path.
Grading and construction would result in new short-term air quality impacts over a 21-week period
anticipated for the summer of 2014. New air quality impacts associated with both operational (e.g.,
landscape maintenance) and vehicular sources would also occur, primarily as a result of a nominal
increase in vehicular average daily trips (ADTs) (see also Transportation/Traffic section of this
Initial Study). However, the nature of the Project, a local neighborhood park, is typically accessed by
people walking or biking from the surrounding area and its presence is likely to reduce or eliminate
vehicle travel by nearby residents to other city parks, thus offsetting a portion of operational
emissions; however, quantification of such offsets is beyond the scope of this analysis. Furthermore,
the creekside path is likely to have a positive effect on air quality as it will encourage access by
bicyclists and pedestrians.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant air quality impact could occur if the Project resulted in any of the impacts noted in the
above checklist (a-e). In order to determine whether the level of impact related to the checklist
questions, the City analyzes the project against the thresholds set forth in the City’s Thresholds
Manual, and the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (APCD). As far as the City’s
Thresholds Manual, a significant air quality impact could occur, if the Project would:
·

Interfere with progress toward the attainment of the ozone standard by releasing emissions
which equal or exceed the established long-term quantitative thresholds for NOX (nitrogen
oxides) and ROC (reactive organic compounds; same as reactive organic gases [ROG]).
Thresholds are 25 lbs/day of either NOX or ROC;

·

Equal or exceed the State or Federal ambient air quality standards for any criteria pollutant
(as determined by modeling); or

·

Result in toxic or hazardous air pollutants in amounts which may increase cancer risks for the
affected population.

Additionally, the following significance thresholds have been established by the Santa Barbara
County APCD (Scope and Content of Air Quality Sections in Environmental Documents,
SBCAPCD, revised 2011). While the City of Goleta has not yet adopted any new threshold criteria,
these APCD thresholds are considered appropriate for use as a guideline for the impact analysis.
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Based on these thresholds, a project would result in a significant impact, either individually or
cumulatively, if it would:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Emit 240 pounds per day or more of ROC or NOX from all sources;
Emit 25 pounds per day or more of unmitigated ROC or NOX from any motor vehicles trips
only;
Emit 80 pounds per day or more of PM10;
Cause or contribute to a violation of any California or Ambient Air Quality standard (except
ozone);
Exceed the APCD health risk public notification thresholds adopted by the APCD Board (10
excess cancer cases in a million for cancer risk and a Hazard Index of more than 1.0 for noncancer risk); or
Be inconsistent with Federal or State air quality plans for Santa Barbara County.

Project Specific Impacts
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?
No. In 2010, an attainment plan was developed that was designed to meet both Federal and State
planning requirements. The Federal attainment plan was combined with those from other statewide
non-attainment areas to become the State Implementation Plan (SIP). The 2010 Clean Air Plan
(CAP) was adopted as the Santa Barbara County portion of the SIP, designed to meet and maintain
Federal clean air standards. The adopted 2010 CAP incorporates updated data and is currently the
most recent Clean Air Plan for ultimately meeting the State ozone standard. Consistency with the
CAP is determined by evaluating projected project emissions against the thresholds established by
the APCD.
Emissions from construction and operation of the Project in units of pounds per day and short tons or
metric tonnes per year are estimated using CalEEMod (California Emissions Estimator Model,
version 2011.1.1), a statewide regulatory-default application developed by the South Coast Air
Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and adopted by air districts across California. This urban
land-use model performs conservative unmitigated and mitigated calculations for:
·

Short-term construction criteria and greenhouse gas (such as CO2e) emissions associated with
demolition, site preparation, grading, building, and finishing (offroad equipment, onroad
vehicles, fugitive dust, architectural coatings, paving).

·

Long-term operational direct criteria and greenhouse gas emissions associated with the builtout land use including traffic, fugitive dust from roads, architectural coatings, landscaping
equipment, consumer products, cleaning supplies, fireplaces and wood stoves, and natural gas
combustion.

·

Long-term operational indirect greenhouse gas emissions from electricity usage, water usage,
solid waste disposal, and one-time vegetation sequestration changes.
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This model is publicly available (caleemod.com) and widely used by CEQA practitioners and air
districts. Use of this model ensures consistency statewide in how emissions are modeled and reported
from various project types. The modeled construction year for the Project is 2013 and the first
operational year is 2014. Attachment 2 contains CalEEMod output files for the Project.
With regard to short-term construction impacts, the 2013 CalEEMod estimates that the Project will
generate the following peak daily and annual total emission rates:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

ROC – 4.4 pounds per day, 0.2 ton per year (Project total)
NOX – 33.3 pounds per day, 1.3 tons per year (Project total)
CO – 20.0 pounds per day, 0.8 ton per year (Project total)
SO2 – 0.04 pounds per day, 0.0 tons per year (Project total)
Exhaust PM10 – 2.1 pounds per day, 0.1 tons per year (Project total)
Exhaust PM2.5 – 2.1 pounds per day, 0.1 tons per year (Project total)
Fugitive Dust PM10 – 0.2 pound per day, 0.01 tons per year (Project total)
Fugitive Dust PM2.5 – 0.01 pound per day, “0” tons per year (Project total)

On an annual basis, these emissions have been adequately incorporated into the 2010 CAP in terms
of the overall emissions inventory for construction activities in the County. These emissions are also
under the City’s and County APCD’s thresholds. Therefore, impacts are considered less than
significant.
b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation? Less than significant with mitigation incorporated.
The criteria pollutants of primary concern include ozone (O3), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen
dioxide (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter (PM10),
and particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5). Also regulated are sulfates, lead,
hydrogen sulfide (H2S), and vinyl chloride. For this Project, long-term operational emissions are
generally associated with vehicle traffic and landscape maintenance (i.e. outdoor power equipment).
The CalEEMod program estimates that the Project will generate the following peak daily and annual
average emission rates for the 2014 condition:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

ROC – 0.04 pounds per day, 0.01 tons per year (ongoing)
NOX – 0.05 pounds per day, 0.01 tons per year (ongoing)
CO – 0.25 pounds per day, 0.05 tons per year (ongoing)
SO2 – “0” pounds per day, “0” tons per year (ongoing)
Exhaust PM10 – “0” pounds per day, “0” tons per year (ongoing)
Exhaust PM2.5 – “0” pounds per day, “0” tons per year (ongoing)
Fugitive Dust PM10 – 0.03 pounds per day 0.01 tons per year (ongoing)
Fugitive Dust PM2.5 – “0” pounds per day, “0” tons per year (ongoing)

These estimated criteria pollutant emission levels are far below City and County APCD thresholds
for ROC, NOX, or PM10 noted above and would not cause violations of ambient standards or
interfere with the region’s ability to meet air quality attainment goals. Therefore, long-term Project
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impacts in relation to potential violations of air quality standards or contributions to an existing air
quality violation are considered less than significant.
However, short-term impacts related to construction of the Project could potentially result in
significant impacts from construction-related particulate matter typically associated with dust from
grading activities. APCD Rule 345 (www.sbcapcd.org/rules/download/rule345.pdf) regulates
generation of visible fugitive dust emissions at demolition and construction sites. APCD Rule 345
states that “No person shall engage in any construction or demolition activity or earth moving
activities subject to this rule in a manner that causes discharge into the atmosphere beyond the
property line visible dust emissions of 20% opacity or greater for a period or periods aggregating
more than 3 minutes in any 60 minute period.” APCD Rule 345 also sets forth a requirement to
implement dust prevention techniques. Therefore, in order to be consistent with APCD Rule 345 and
to ensure that such temporary construction impacts are less than significant, fugitive dust control
mitigation measures are required. With the implementation of these measures, potential impacts are
reduced to less than significant.
c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the Project
region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard
(including releasing emissions, which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?
Less than significant.
The cumulative contribution of Project emissions to regional levels should be compared with
existing programs and plans, including the most recent Clean Air Plan (CAP; 2010). Due to the
County’s non-attainment status for ozone and the regional nature of ozone as a pollutant, if a
Project’s emissions from traffic sources of either of the ozone precursors (NOX or ROC), exceed the
operational thresholds, then the Project’s cumulative impacts are considered significant. For Projects
that do not have significant ozone precursor emissions or localized pollutant impacts, if emissions
have been taken into account in the 2010 CAP growth Projections, regional cumulative impacts may
be considered to be less than significant.
Per the City’s Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines Manual, a Project’s contribution to
cumulative air quality impacts is considered significant if the Project’s total emissions of either NOX
or ROC exceed the long term threshold of 25 pounds per day. As shown above, the Project’s longterm contribution to NOX and ROC emissions would be far less than this threshold, therefore, the
Project’s contribution to cumulative air quality impacts involving NOX and ROC are considered less
than significant. Furthermore, Project construction-related contributions to cumulative NOX, ROC,
exhaust PM10 and PM2.5, and fugitive dust emissions would also be considered less than significant
as these emissions are believed to have been adequately incorporated into the 2010 Clean Air Plan in
terms of the overall emissions inventory for construction activities. Therefore, the Project’s
contribution to cumulative air quality impacts involving NOX and ROC are considered less than
significant.
d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? No.
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The Project has the potential to affect sensitive receptors as the site adjoins residential uses and is
located within 0.25 mile (1,320 feet) of St. Raphael Church and School, located east of the site,
across State Route (SR) 217. The only potential impact from the Project is associated with
construction-related emissions of Diesel Particulate Matter (DPM) during site preparation and
grading. DPM is classified as carcinogenic by the State of California. Peak short-term onsite DPM
emissions from heavy equipment are estimated at 1.1 pounds per day during site preparation and
grading. These temporary Project-generated DPM emissions are not considered substantial, and as
such, the health risk caused by construction-related DPM emissions are considered less than
significant for sensitive receptors.
e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? No.
The Project would not create any long-term objectionable odors; however, certain components of its
construction could create temporary impacts related to construction vehicles, equipment and
materials. For example, construction of the parking area for the park would require application of
asphalt paving that could create objectionable odors for a few days. Such odors would be temporary
and localized. APCD Rule 329 (www.sbcapcd.org/rules/download/rule329.pdf), a prohibitory rule
regulating the Reactive Organic Compounds (ROC) content of asphalt paving materials in the
County, would apply to all Project paving activities. APCD Rule 329 generally prohibits the use or
application of certain asphalt material containing certain percentages by volume ROC’s.
The only other potential generator of objectionable odors would be from diesel-powered equipment.
While it is possible that diesel-powered equipment may occasionally be used for special purposes,
this cannot be predicted with any certainty. Furthermore, the vast majority of vehicles expected to
visit the completed Project are expected to not be diesel-powered. Based on the nature of the Project,
it is not anticipated that objectionable odors will be generated which would affect a substantial
number of people, and therefore, impacts in this regard are less than siginficant.
No Project Alternative
The no-Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and multi-use creek path at the
proposed site. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity in its current condition. However,
the no-Project alternative would also retain the existing commercial and medium-density residential
zoning and any development that would occur consistent with this zoning would have greater air
quality impacts that the proposed park and multi-use path.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
Grading and construction associated with this future bike path segment would result in new shortterm air quality impacts. Project construction-related contributions are likely to be considered less
than significant as these emissions are believed to have been adequately incorporated into the 2010
Clean Air Plan in terms of the overall emissions inventory for construction activities. Given the small
extent and scale of the construction, the Project is not likely to exceed air quality thresholds of
significance and best management practices for construction activities can be implemented to reduce
impacts. From an operational standpoint, due to the nature of the facility, the future bike/pedestrian
path project would not generate any permanent or long-term air quality impacts.
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Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
In order to avoid any potential impacts to air quality during construction and operation of the
proposed Project, the following avoidance and minimization measures are recommended:
AIR-1: Dust generated by construction and/or demolition activities shall be kept to a minimum
through implementation of the following measures:
a) During clearing, grading, earth moving, excavation, and/or transportation of cut or fill
materials, water trucks or sprinkler systems shall be used to prevent dust from leaving the
site and to create a crust after each day’s activities.
b) During construction, water trucks or sprinkler systems shall be used to keep all areas of
vehicle movement damp enough to prevent dust from leaving the site. At a minimum, this
would include wetting down such areas twice per day, in the late morning and after work
is completed for the day. Increased watering frequency, three or more times per day, shall
occur during hot, dry weather and/or whenever wind exceeds 15 miles per hour. If wind
speeds increase to the point at which such measures cannot prevent dust from leaving the
site, construction activities shall be suspended.
c) Onsite vehicle speeds shall be 15 miles per hour or less.
d) Gravel pads, knock-off plates, or similar BMPs, shall be installed at all access points to
the Project site to prevent tracking of mud onto roadways.
e) Soil stockpiled for more than two days shall be covered, kept moist, or treated with soil
binders to prevent dust generation. Trucks transporting soil material to and from the site
shall be tarped from the point of origin.
f) All gravel, dirt, and construction material shall be cleaned from the right-of-way at a
minimum of once a day at the end of the work day.
g) After clearing, grading, earth moving, and/or excavation is complete, the disturbed area
shall be treated by watering, or revegetating, or by spreading soil binders until the area is
paved or otherwise developed in a manner that prevents dust generation.
City staff shall ensure that the contractor or builder designates a person or persons to monitor
the dust control program and to order increased watering as necessary to prevent transport of
dust offsite. Their duties shall include holiday and weekend periods when work may not be in
progress. The name and telephone number of such persons shall be provided to City staff and
the APCD and shall be posted in three locations along the Project site’s perimeter for the
duration of grading and construction activities.
Plan Requirements and Timing: All requirements shall be noted on all final Project plans, including
grading plans, for review and approval by City staff prior to initiation of any grading or ground
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disturbing activities. Requirements shall be implemented by the contractor/builder and shall be
adhered to throughout all grading and construction periods.
Monitoring: City staff shall ensure all requirements are printed on all approved final Project plans
and shall periodically site inspect to ensure compliance. APCD inspectors shall respond to nuisance
complaints.
AIR-2: Grading and construction contracts shall specify that contractors shall adhere to the
following requirements directed at reducing emissions of ozone precursors and particulate emissions
from diesel exhaust:
a) All portable diesel-powered construction equipment shall be registered with the state’s
portable equipment registration program or shall obtain an APCD permit.
b) Fleet owners of mobile construction equipment are subject to the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) Regulation for In-use Off-road Diesel Vehicles (Title 13,
California Code of Regulations, Chapter 9, Section 2449).
c) All commercial diesel vehicles are subject to limitations on idling time (Title 13,
California Code of Regulations, Chapter 9, Section 2485). Idling of heavy- duty diesel
construction equipment and trucks during loading and unloading shall be limited to five
(5) minutes. Electric auxiliary power units shall be used, unless otherwise approved by
the City.
d) Diesel construction equipment meeting the CARB Tier 1 emission standards for offroad
heavy-duty diesel engines shall be used. Equipment meeting CARB Tier 2 or higher
emission standards should be used, unless otherwise approved by the City. No
uncontrolled (Tier 0) diesel engines shall be used.
e) Diesel powered equipment should be replaced by electric equipment if feasible and
practical, unless otherwise approved by the City.
f) Diesel construction equipment shall be equipped with selective catalytic reduction
systems, diesel oxidation catalysts, and diesel particulate filters required by law as
certified and/or verified by CARB or the EPA, unless otherwise approved by the City.
g) Catalytic converters shall be installed on gasoline-powered equipment if feasible and
practical, unless otherwise approved by the City.
h) All construction equipment shall be maintained in tune per the manufacturer’s
specifications.
i) The engine size of construction equipment shall be the minimum practical size.
j) The number of construction equipment operating simultaneously shall be minimized
through efficient management practices to ensure that the smallest practical number is
operating at any one time.
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Plan Requirements and Timing: All requirements shall be noted on all final Project plans, including
grading plans, for review and approval by City staff prior to initiation of any grading or ground
disturbing activities. Requirements shall be implemented by the contractor/builder and shall be
adhered to throughout all grading and construction periods.
Monitoring: City staff shall ensure all requirements are printed on all approved final Project plans
and shall periodically site inspect to ensure compliance. APCD inspectors shall respond to nuisance
complaints.
AIR-3: If the construction site is graded and left undeveloped for over four weeks, the City and/or its
contractor shall employ the following methods immediately to inhibit dust generation:
a) Seeding and watering to revegetate graded areas; and/or
b) Spreading of soil binders; and/or
c) Any other methods deemed appropriate by City staff.
Plan Requirements and Timing: All requirements shall be noted on all final Project plans, including
grading plans, for review and approval by City staff prior to initiation of any grading or ground
disturbing activities. Requirements shall be adhered to throughout all grading and construction
periods.
Monitoring: City staff shall perform periodic site inspections to verify compliance.
AIR-4: Diesel fuel emissions shall be limited. Plan Requirements: The following limitations on
diesel-fueled vehicles in excess of 10,000 pounds shall apply during all construction and subsequent
operational activities:
a) Diesel-fueled vehicles in excess of 10,000 pounds shall not idle in one location for more
than five (5) minutes at a time.
b) Diesel-fueled vehicles in excess of 10,000 pounds shall not use diesel-fueled auxiliary
power units for more than five (5) minutes to power heater, air conditioner, or other
ancillary equipment on any such vehicle.
c) The Project Contractor shall designate one or more locations as deemed appropriate, for
the permanent posting of a notice(s) to all drivers of diesel-fueled vehicles in excess of
10,000 pounds of these limitations on vehicle idling in all areas of the property that may
be frequented by such vehicles. Such signs shall be maintained in their approved
location(s) as long as diesel-fueled vehicles in excess of 10,000 pounds are being used.
Plan Requirements and Timing: All requirements shall be noted on all final Project plans prior to
review and approval by City staff. Requirements shall be adhered to throughout all grading and
construction periods. The contractor shall submit the location and information provided on the
sign(s) for review and approval by City staff prior to initiation of any grading or other grounddisturbing activities. Requirements shall be implemented by the contractor/builder and shall be
adhered to throughout all grading and construction periods.
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Monitoring: City staff shall ensure all requirements are printed on all approved final Project plans
and shall periodically site inspect to ensure compliance. APCD inspectors shall respond to nuisance
complaints.
AIR-5: Transport of all exported cut material from the Project shall be tarped from the Project site to
the point of storage. The following requirements shall be printed on all final Project plans:
a) The contractor shall designate one or more locations as deemed appropriate for the
posting of a notice(s) to all drivers of vehicles transporting soils.
b) Such signs shall be maintained in their approved location(s) during Project construction.
Plan Requirements and Timing: These requirements shall be printed on all final Project plans, and
the location and information provided on the sign(s) shall be submitted for review and approval by
City staff prior to initiation of any grading or other ground-disturbing activities. Requirements shall
be implemented by the contractor/builder and shall be adhered to throughout all grading and
construction periods.
Monitoring: City staff shall verify compliance during all construction activities.
Residual Impacts
With implementation of these mitigation measures, residual Project-specific and Project
contributions to cumulative impacts on air quality are considered less than significant.
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14.4 Biological Resources

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:
a)

Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or
regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

b)

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

c)

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal,
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

d)

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

e)

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

f)

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan,
or other approval local, regional, or state habitat conservation
plan?

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Existing Setting
Local environmental firm, Rincon Consultants (“Rincon”), completed several field surveys on the
project site. Professional biologists from Rincon conducted a reconnaissance site visit on March 29,
2012. Professional botanists with Rincon also conducted a rare plant survey and comprehensive
floristic inventory within the Project site on June 14, 2012. Additionally, on November 14, 2012,
Rincon’s Certified Arborist, Julie Broughton (License #WE‐8726AM) and Biologist Stephanie
Lopez conducted a tree inventory and assessment. Recently it was determined that not all of the area
affected by the Project (specifically, the multi-use path) was surveyed in the original field
reconnaissance site visits. As a result, on July 23, 2013, a biologist, a botanist and a certified arborist
with Rincon Consultants conducted an additional site reconnaissance to review the expanded study
area.
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According to the standard professional protocol for tree surveys, the inventory noted all trees with a
diameter at breast height (DBH) greater than six inches at 54 inches above ground located within the
boundary of proposed Project. Based on these field surveys, Rincon prepared a biological report
(dated December 2012) and an arborist’s report (dated December 3, 2012) (collectively “Rincon
report”), which detailed the findings and potential impacts to existing biological resources. Due to
the minor expansion in the study area for the multi-use path, as noted above, additional field surveys
were conducted on July 23, 2013, and therefore, the final Rincon biological resources assessment
report dated August 2013, and final arborist’s report dated August 12, 2013, reflect additional
information obtained during the field surveys of this area. It should be noted that no new unmitigable significant impacts were identified. However, based on the expanded study area, five
additional native trees may be impacted.
Vegetation
According to the Rincon report, two vegetation communities are present on‐site: California annual
grassland and Central Coast cottonwood‐sycamore riparian forest. These are summarized below:
California Annual Grassland
The California annual grassland on‐site, most closely corresponding to an annual brome
grassland vegetation community, is present over the majority of the Project site (approximately
3.2 acres) and is dominated by non‐native herbaceous species including ripgut brome (Bromus
diandrus), softchess (B. hordeaceus), slender wheat (Avena barbata), and barley (Hordeum sp.).
Forbs include mustard (Brassica sp.), wild radish (Raphanus sativus), cheeseweed (Malva sp.),
bur clover (Medicago polymorpha), and Italian rye grass (Festuca perennis [=Lolium
multiflorum]).
Central Coast Cottonwood‐Sycamore Riparian Forest
The Central Coast cottonwood‐sycamore riparian forest on‐site is typically found along the
floodplains of long intermittent to perennial streams in canyons and creeks throughout the South
Coast ranges. This habitat occupies approximately 0.5 acre on site and is associated with San
Jose Creek. Dominant tree species present include California sycamore (Platanus racemosa)
and Fremont’s cottonwood (Populus fremontii). Other tree and shrub species present include
coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), blue elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea), and arroyo
willow (Salix lasiolepis). The tree canopy is generally continuous and dense over most of the
creek on‐site, but becomes discontinuous and open at the southeast corner of the site where a
California sycamore stands. Known as the Sister Witness Tree, the sycamore was recently
recognized as a National Grand Champion for its size, age, and historic significance. The
understory is dominated by a mix of native and non‐native species that include English ivy
(Hedera helix), poison hemlock (Conium maculatum), calla lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica),
Castor bean (Ricinus communis), and poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum).
A few ornamental trees are present primarily where a residence previously occurred. These species
include a lollypop tree (Myoporum laetum) and gum tree (Eucalyptus sp.). No special status plant
species were observed during the initial reconnaissance site visit nor during the subsequent botanical
survey conducted on site.
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Wildlife
Evidence of wildlife activity in the grassland habitat was limited to multiple pocket gopher
(Thomomys bottae) tunnels, American crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos), coyote (Canis latrans) scat,
and a single redtailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) flying overhead. In contrast, wildlife use of the San
Jose Creek riparian corridor was high and dominated by bird species including cedar waxwings
(Bombycilla cedrorum), acorn woodpeckers (Melanerpes formicivorus), northern mockingbirds
(Mimus polyglottis), and European starlings (Sturnus vulgaris). Baja California tree frogs
(Pseudacris hypochondriaca hypochondriaca [=Pseudacris regilla]) were heard calling. Woodrat
(Neotoma sp.) nests and mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) tracks were also observed. No special
status animal species were observed during the initial reconnaissance site visit nor during the
subsequent botanical survey conducted on site.
The Project is not located within any known regional wildlife movement corridors. Given the
surrounding developed land uses, wildlife movement through the site would be restricted to the San
Jose Creek riparian corridor; however, riparian habitat along this stretch of creek abruptly ends
approximately 175 feet downstream of the Project site where the creek flows into a culvert under
Hollister Avenue and continues for nearly one mile through a concrete‐lined channel with no
associated riparian habitat.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact on Biological Resources would be expected to occur if the proposed Project
resulted in any of the impact noted in the checklist for this section. Additional thresholds are
contained in the City’s Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines Manual.
The City’s adopted thresholds of significant environmental impacts for biological resources indicate
the potential for a significant impact if a proposed Project would result in any of the following:
·
·
·
·

Conflict with adopted environmental plans and goals of the community where it is located;
Substantially affect a rare or endangered plant or animal species;
Substantially interfere with the movement of any migratory or resident fish or wildlife
species;
Substantially diminish habitat for fish, wildlife, or plants.

In addition to the City’s thresholds, water quality associated with San Jose Creek and its associated
riparian vegetation are protected under Fish and Game Code §§ 1600 et seq. Potentially significant
impacts could result if any of the following activities were to occur:
1. Opening up the canopy to increased sunlight (Potential Impact: may result in increased water
temperatures which may negatively affect special status animal species that utilize the creek
(e.g., steelhead);
2. Thinning of the canopy (Potential Impact: may allow more water to fall directly to the ground
during rain events and, thus, increase the opportunity for sediment to be transported to the
creek);
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3. Vegetation thinning activities that result in removal of litter, debris and vegetation from the
ground (Potential Impact: may result in impacts to water quality through increased surface
erosion of sediment into the creek).
Should any of the above activities occur, an agreement from the California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFG) would likely be required. Vegetation trimming in wetlands and other waters of the
U.S. and/or State generally does not require Clean Water Act permits so long as deposition of
dredged or fill material into these features is avoided. A Streambed Alteration Agreement issued by
the CDFG would likely be required for any impacts to riparian vegetation associated with San Jose
Creek.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a –Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or
regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?
The Project would not result in any adverse impacts to candidate, sensitive or special status plant
species based on negative findings from the botanical surveys conducted on the site that no such
species were found. Therefore, no mitigation measures for special status plants are required.
Although no candidate or special status wildlife species were observed at the time of the biologist’s
site reconnaissance, due to the mobile nature of many species, implementation of the Project has the
potential to result in direct and/or indirect significant adverse impacts to certain special status
animals, if present at the time of construction. According to the biologist, given the habitat,
vegetation and other conditions present on the Project site, these include:
·
·

·

·
·

Special status reptiles such as the Silvery Legless Lizard.
Nesting birds, such as the loggerhead shrike, Nuttall’s woodpecker, oak titmouse,
white‐tailed kite, least Bell’s vireo, yellow warbler, and southwestern willow flycatcher,
if they are nesting within the Project site and/or immediate vicinity during construction
activities.
Aquatic and semi‐aquatic animals, such as the California red‐legged frog, silvery legless
lizard, two‐striped garter snake, western pond turtle, unarmored threespine stickleback,
and steelhead, if there is runoff from the Project site and/or immediate vicinity during
construction activities.
Bats, such as the hoary bat, pallid bat, silver‐haired bat, western mastiff bat, western red
bat, and Yuma myotis, if they are foraging or roosting within the Project site and/or
immediate vicinity during construction activities.
Monarch butterflies if they are foraging within the Project site and/or immediate vicinity
during construction activities
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Recommended mitigation measures for special status animals are presented below. Implementation
of these recommended measures would reduce potential impacts to special status wildlife species to a
less than significant level.
b – Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
There are no sensitive plant communities present on the Project site. The park has been designed to
provide a minimum buffer of 25 feet from the edge of existing riparian habitat as allowed in the
City’s General Plan for protection of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas (ESHAs) which
applies to the creek corridor. In addition, the bike path has been design to minimize impacts to the
riparian area, including tree removal, and the Project overall will include removal of invasive plant
species and enhancement with native species. Because the Project is not expected to result in a
significant adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community, no avoidance,
minimization or mitigation measures are required.
c – Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?
No. No federally-protected wetlands were observed in the Project area, and therefore, no significant
impacts are expected to occur.
d – Would the Project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory
fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede
the use of native wildlife nursery sites?
No. The Project is not located within any known regional wildlife movement corridors, would not
affect movement of aquatic and semi‐aquatic species within San Jose Creek, and would not
significantly modify the riparian corridor such as to impact or impede species along and in the San
Jose Creek. Therefore, no avoidance, minimization, or mitigation measures are required.
e – Would the Project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources,
such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?
The Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan contains policies for the preservation of native trees
including oaks (Quercus spp.), walnut (Juglans californica), California sycamore, cottonwood
(Populus spp.), willows (Salix spp.) and other native trees found in Environmentally Sensitive
Habitat Areas (ESHAs). Coast live oaks, sycamores, cottonwoods, and willows are present onsite in
association with the San Jose Creek riparian corridor. The proposed Project has potential to result in
indirect impacts to the riparian corridor associated with San Jose Creek during construction
activities. Most importantly are the potential adverse impacts to the large California sycamore,
known as the “Sister Witness Tree,” as described above. This sycamore is currently in a relatively
inaccessible area; however, the design of the Project includes protective measures (such as
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decorative fencing) that will deter access to this tree and that will prevent foot traffic and soil
compaction which may adversely impact its root system. The Project also has potential to result in
direct impacts to other native trees protected by the ESHA riparian corridor associated with San Jose
Creek during construction activities associated with the multi-use path. Although the bike path has
been designed to minimize tree removal, a few native trees may be impacted or removed, and
therefore, recommended mitigation measures have been set forth below to reduce such impacts to a
less than significant level.
f – Would the Project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approval local, regional, or state habitat conservation
plan?
The Project would not conflict with the provisions of any Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans.
The Project is consistent with the City’s General Plan because it is designed to completely avoid or
mitigate any potential impacts to San Jose Creek and its riparian corridor. A Watershed
Management Plan has been developed for the San Jose Creek Watershed, and the Project is
consistent with the Watershed Management Plan as it avoids all impacts to the existing San Jose
Creek riparian buffer.
No Project Alternative
The no Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity in its current condition, meaning it would
have no effect on biological resources. However, the no Project alternative fails to meet the Project’s
goals (providing a neighborhood park and connecting bike corridors) and does not improve or
enhance the riparian zone, which could benefit local biological resources by providing and
improving habitat for native species.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
The area that will be affected by this future segment of bike path is also characterized as a Central
Coast cottonwood‐sycamore riparian forest. Plants and wildlife found within that section of creek
corridor are likely to be very similar with those found in the segment between Armitos and Hollister
Avenue. Therefore, this future bike path has similar potential to result in indirect impacts to the
riparian corridor associated with San Jose Creek during construction activities. Construction of the
path also has potential to result in direct impacts to native trees protected by the ESHA riparian
corridor associated with San Jose Creek. Although the bike path will be designed to minimize tree
removal, some native trees may be impacted or removed. However, mitigation measures are
available to reduce these potential impacts, including a requirement to plant replacement trees. The
project is also likely to have a positive benefit because it will include removal of invasive plant
species and enhancement with native species. Because the design and timing of this project is
unknown, extensive biological surveys will be completed at the appropriate time to determine if any
special status plant or animal species are present, and to what extent native vegetation will be
impacted.
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Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
In order to avoid any potential impacts to biological resources during construction and operation of
the Project, the following avoidance and minimization measures are recommended:
BIO-1: Before initiating grading activities, a qualified biologist must survey the site to verify that no
special status plant or animal species are present.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into the grading plans for this
Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure has been completed before the City issues any
grading permit for this Project.
BIO-2: Before initiating grading activities, a qualified biologist must conduct focused surveys for
special status reptiles within all potentially suitable habitat onsite during the appropriate active
periods for these species. If no special status reptiles are observed, no further mitigation is required.
If special status reptiles are observed onsite, the following actions must be undertaken:
·

·

·

·

·

The wildlife biologist must map the locations on an aerial photograph of the Project site
at a scale no less than 1”=200’. A special status reptile survey technical report (or
memorandum) must be submitted to the City that documents the survey results before
construction activities begin. Mapped locations of sensitive reptile species must be
included in the grading plans.
To avoid impacts to special status reptiles, the Project design plans must be reconfigured
such that the Project’s development avoids suitable habitat supporting the reptile
population(s) to the maximum extent feasible. Sensitive reptile habitat(s) that are not
within the immediate disturbance footprint, but are located within 50 feet of disturbance
limits, must have highly visible orange protective fencing and drift fencing installed at
least 30 feet beyond their limits to protect them from harm during the construction phase.
If it is determined that complete avoidance of sensitive reptile populations is not feasible,
then a qualified biologist shall carefully rake or use an equivalent method to scarify the
ground surface within the reptile habitat to encourage the reptiles to vacate the area prior
to grading. This must occur at least 48 hours before construction activities begin and must
be repeated if construction is halted for more than 48 hours. Alternatively, the qualified
biologist can facilitate the installation of drift fencing around the occupied habitat, before
construction begins, to exclude the reptiles from the work areas.
A qualified biologist must physically relocate any sensitive reptiles found to equivalent
suitable habitat adjacent to the Project site. If this method is utilized, the reptiles must be
hand‐captured and relocated to a designated location of suitable habitat as described
above.
A qualified biologist must monitor construction activities onsite during all vegetation
clearing and immediately after vegetation clearing if it occurs within sensitive reptile
habitat that is determined to be occupied. The qualified biologist must relocate the reptiles
out of harm’s way and into an equivalent habitat within the Project site or immediate
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vicinity. The qualified biologist must monitor the area(s) on a weekly basis after initially
clearing reptiles from the area. The biologist must continue to monitor the Project
throughout the duration of construction activities in order to inspect exclusionary fencing
(if it is used) and to physically relocate sensitive reptiles that have re‐entered the
construction zones during subsequent brush clearing or vegetation removal.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into the grading plans for the
Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure has been incorporated into the grading plans
before the City issues any grading permit for the Project. City staff must also periodically monitor
the Project site for the presence of the biologist.
BIO-3: To avoid potential adverse effects on nesting birds and raptors, vegetation removal and initial
ground disturbance must occur outside the nesting bird breeding season, which is February 1 through
August 15. If construction must begin within the bird breeding season, a nesting bird and raptor
pre‐construction survey must be conducted by a City‐approved biologist within the disturbance
footprint plus a 100‐foot buffer no more than two weeks before ground disturbance and/or vegetation
removal is initiated. If the Project is phased, a subsequent pre-construction nesting bird and raptor
survey must be conducted before each phase of construction within the Project site. If no nests are
observed, no further mitigation is required.
If nests are found, their locations must be flagged and then mapped onto an aerial photograph of the
Project site at a scale no less than 1”=200’ and/or recorded with the use of a GPS unit. An
appropriate avoidance buffer ranging in size from 75 to 500 feet within the Project site, depending
upon the species and the proposed work activity, must be determined and demarcated by a qualified
biologist with bright orange or other highly visible protective construction fencing. If the white‐tailed
kite is(are) present, an avoidance and monitoring plan must be prepared and implemented in
coordination with CDFG staff, and the plan must be approved by the CDFG before it is
implemented. For a Project activity to be deemed as completely avoiding impacts to the white‐tailed
kite, a California Fully Protected (CFP) species, a buffer surrounding the location of a detected
individual will be required. Ground disturbance must not occur within this buffer until the Cityapproved biologist confirms that the breeding/nesting is completed and all the young have fledged.
Nesting bird surveys are not required for construction activities that occur between August 16 and
January 31.
Pre‐construction nesting bird and raptor surveys must be conducted during the time of day when
birds are active and must be of sufficient duration to form reliable conclusions regarding the presence
or absence of nesting birds and raptors onsite and within the designated vicinity. The name,
qualifications, scope, and contact information for the surveying biologist must be submitted to City
in advance of the surveys. A report of the nesting bird and raptor survey results, if applicable, must
be submitted to the City for review and approval prior to initiation of grading. Active nests must be
monitored at a minimum of once per week until the surveying biologist determines that the nest is no
longer being used by either the young or adults.
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Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into the grading plans for the
Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed the City issues any grading permit
for the Project.
BIO-4: To avoid potential adverse effects on aquatic and semi‐aquatic animals, best management
practices (BMPs) recognized in the industry must be installed before construction activities begin
around the Project site. If no runoff to the jurisdictional water is present, no further mitigation is
required.
If special status semi‐aquatic animals are observed onsite, the wildlife biologist must map the
locations on an aerial photograph of the Project site at a scale no less than 1”=200’. A special status
semi‐aquatic animal survey technical report that documents the survey results must be submitted to
the City before the onset of construction activities. Mapped locations of sensitive semi‐aquatic
species must be included in the grading plans.
A qualified biologist must monitor construction activities onsite during all vegetation clearing and
immediately after vegetation clearing if it occurs within sensitive semi‐aquatic animal habitat that is
determined to be occupied.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into all grading and construction
plans for the Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed before the City issues any grading
permit for the Project.
BIO-5: A qualified biologist must conduct surveys to determine the presence or absence of bats
where suitable roosting habitat is present. Surveys must be conducted using acoustic detectors and by
searching tree cavities, crevices, and other areas where bats may roost. Surveys must be conducted
no more than 30 days before construction activities begin. If bats are detected during surveys, CDFG
must be consulted before construction activities begin.
If special status bats are observed onsite, their locations must be flagged and then mapped on an
aerial photograph of the Project site at a scale no less than 1”=200’ and/or recorded with the use of a
GPS unit. A qualified biologist must determine and demarcate an appropriate avoidance buffer with
bright orange or other highly visible construction fencing ranging in size from 50 to 250 feet within
the Project site, depending upon the species and the proposed work activity. CDFG staff must concur
with the biologist’s determination of an appropriate buffer distance.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into all grading and construction
plans for the Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed before the City issues any grading
permit for the Project.
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BIO-6: If monarch butterflies are observed onsite and within vegetation planned for trimming, a
qualified biologist must physically relocate any butterflies to equivalent suitable habitat adjacent to
the Project site. The butterflies must be captured by net and relocated to a designated location within
the San Jose Creek corridor containing suitable habitat.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into all grading and construction
plans for the Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed before the City issues any grading
permit for the Project.
BIO-7: The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) must be notified and a Streambed
Alteration Agreement must be obtained for activities that will result in impacts to riparian vegetation
before any vegetation trimming activities begin in the vicinity of San Jose Creek.
Vegetation along San Jose Creek must be trimmed in such a manner as to avoid significant
disturbance to the canopy that shades aquatic features. To reduce or avoid adverse impacts to water
quality within jurisdictional wetlands and waters, best management practices (BMPs) recognized in
the industry, must be installed before the onset of construction activities around the Project site.
All personnel associated with the thinning of vegetation must attend a workers environmental
awareness program regarding the biological resources in the Project area before any vegetation
trimming or removal is done. The specifics of this program must include identification of the special
status plants and animals and their habitat and careful review of the limits of vegetation trimming
required to successfully maintain compliance with all environmental commitments. A fact sheet
conveying this information, including photographs, must be prepared for distribution to all personnel
involved with vegetation trimming near San Jose Creek.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into all grading and construction
plans for the Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed before the City issues any grading
permit for the Project.
BIO-8: A qualified arborist must determine the extent of the dripline of the Sister Witness Tree and
this boundary must be delineated on grading plans. Grading within the dripline of the Sister Witness
Tree must be minimized to the maximum extent feasible. If grading activities are to occur within this
area, all grading must be monitored at all times by a qualified arborist to ensure that no damage to
the tree or its root system occurs. Construction of an elevated boardwalk, railing, and signage around
the Sister Witness Tree dripline area must be incorporated into the design of the park and multi-use
creek path to protect the tree and prevent damage to the tree while still allowing people to view and
enjoy the area.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into all grading and construction
plans for the Project.
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Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed before any grading work begins on
the Project and City staff must periodically monitor grading and construction activities to ensure that
the arborist is on-site during activity within the dripline of the Sister Witness Tree.
BIO-9: For protection of native trees, specifically those mapped within ESHA, General Plan Policy
CE 1.8 requires a buffer that 1) minimizes impacts to habitat values or sensitive species to the
maximum extent feasible and 2) is of a sufficient size to ensure the biological integrity and
preservation of the ESHA. Given that the City of Goleta does not provide specific guidelines for tree
protection during construction activities, the following International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)
standards for tree preservation must be implemented for protection of native trees during
construction activities:
1. Tree protection must be established at the Tree Protection Zone (TPZ);
2. The limits of the TPZ must be staked in the field prior to commencement of construction
activities;
3. Any brush clearing or pruning required within the TPZ must be accomplished with handoperated equipment;
4. All trimming, pruning or removal of trees must be done by or monitored by an ISA Certified
Arborist and be in accordance with current ISA Standards;
5. Materials, equipment, spoil, waste or washout water must not be deposited, stored or parked
within the TPZ;
6. Construction activities must be completed using the smallest equipment possible and that
equipment must operate outside the TPZ;
7. If equipment placement within the TPZ is necessary for construction activities, ground
protection must be placed (2 inches of mulch, plywood) to prevent soil compaction;
8. Any roots over 1 inch in diameter exposed during construction activities must be exposed to
sound tissue and cut cleanly with a saw;
9. For any single native tree, trimming operations must not remove more than 20% of live
foliage. For any single native tree, operations must not disturb greater than 20% of the
ground under a tree during the extent of construction activities for the Project.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into all grading and construction
plans for the Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed before any grading work is
initiated for the Project, and City staff must periodically monitor grading and construction activities
to ensure that the arborist is on-site during activity within the dripline of the Sister Witness Tree.
BIO-10: The City-approved botanist or arborist shall identify all potentially impacted protected trees
that occur within 25 feet of construction activities. Each potentially impacted tree must be tagged and
the following data shall be collected: the global positioning system (GPS) location, species
identification, estimated height, diameter at breast height (DBH), estimated drip‐line radius, and
general health condition. The City-approved botanist or arborist must then calculate the total amount
of trees that would be impacted from Project implementation and calculate the replacement ratios per
the City’s Tree Ordinance. The City requires that the combined DBH of the proposed replacement
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trees be equal to the combined DBH of healthy trees to be removed. Furthermore, the arborist must
be on-site during grading activity occurring within 25 feet from any protected tree and during any
tree removal activities.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be incorporated into all grading and construction
plans for the Project.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is completed before any grading work is
initiated on the Project and City staff must periodically monitor grading and construction activities to
ensure that the arborist is on-site during activity occurring within 25 feet from any protected tree or
activities involving tree removal.
BIO-11: To ensure that construction activities do not disturb the riparian area, the Project plans
must clearly demarcate the edge of the riparian buffer and temporary construction fencing must be
installed to establish that all area to the east of the fencing is off-limits to construction activities.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be included in the plans and specifications for
the Project. Before any grading is conducted, temporary fencing must be constructed or erected to
delineate the work area from the area that is off-limits to construction activities.
Monitoring: City staff must verify that this measure is included in the final plans and specifications
before the Project is approved by City Public Works staff for advertising and bidding. During
construction, City must perform periodic inspections to verify that this area is delineated as off-limits
to construction.
BIO-12: If additional tree species are incorporated into the riparian buffer planting plan, California
sycamores (Platanus racemosa) must be considered as they are a missing natural component of this
floodplain and the adjacent riparian area.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure must be included during the development of the
landscape plans for this Project and City staff must verify that this species is included in the plant list
before the Project is approved by the City Department of Public Works for advertising and bidding.
Monitoring: City staff must review the final plans and specifications for the Project to verify that
this measure is met.
Incorporation of the above measures will reduce any potential adverse impacts to biological
resources to a less than significant level.
Residual Impact
The operation of the Project is not expected to cause any adverse residual impacts to Biological
Resources. Should any species of concern be identified in the biologist’s site survey, the biologist’s
recommendations must be followed to ensure any significant impacts are mitigated to less than
significant levels.
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14.5 Cultural Resources

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:
a)

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource as defined in § 15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.5?
c)

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature?

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside
of formal cemeteries?
e)

Restrict existing religious or sacred uses within the potential
impact area?

Existing Setting
The Hollister/Kellogg Park Project is located approximately one mile inland from the east-west
trending shoreline of the Santa Barbara Channel. To the north rise the rolling foothills of the Santa
Ynez Mountains, which is part of the Transverse Ranges. Remnants of the Goleta Slough, once an
expansive estuary, dominate the open landscape and define the relatively wide south-facing coastal
plain. The current Project is situated at approximately 40 feet above mean sea level. The
surrounding topography consists of the same level landform, with gentle rises situated along the edge
of the extant slough. Freshwater streams drain from the base of the hills from north to south,
including San Jose Creek which bounds the eastern study area.
At the time of historic contact with Europeans, the Project vicinity was occupied by a Native
American group speaking a distinct dialect within the larger Chumash language, classified in the
Hokan linguistic family (Kroeber 1925; Grant 1978(a), 1978(b)). Historically, the current study area
is within the ethnographic territory of the Barbareño Chumash, a named derived from Mission Santa
Barbara (Grant 1978(b)), with the Purisimeño to the north and the Ynezeño to the east.
The City of Goleta hired Conejo Archaeological Consultants (“Conejo”) to perform a cultural
resource analysis of the Project site. Such an analysis consists of a research component followed by a
field reconnaissance component. These components are further detailed below.
Cultural Resource Research
1. Central Coast Information Center: Conejo began its analysis by first reviewing a cultural
resource records search prepared by the Central Coast Information Center (CCIC) of the
California Historical Resources Information System, University of California Santa Barbara,
for a nearby project. The scope of this records search included the Project site. The records
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search was performed to better understand the archaeological sensitivity of the Project area.
In total, the records search indicated that one historic archaeological site and 14
archaeological studies have been previously conducted within 0.25 miles of the Project site.
The records search also revealed that portions of the Project site have been previously
surveyed and that no cultural resources were recorded within or in the immediate vicinity of
the Project site.
2. Historic Properties Directory: Conejo also reviewed the Historic Properties Directory, a
combined directory that includes listings from the National Register of Historic Places,
California Historical Landmarks, California Points of Historical Interest, and the California
Register of Historical Resources. This search also included State of California inventories,
namely, the California Inventory of Historic Resources, California State Historical
Landmarks in Santa Barbara County, the California Department of Transportation State and
Local Bridge Inventories, and Five Views: An Ethnic and Historic Site Survey for California.
This review revealed that the closest known cultural resource to the study area is the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligible Joseph Sexton property (CA-SBA-2204/H). This
historic property is also known as Santa Barbara County Landmark Number 14, but it is far
removed from the current Project site, being located easterly of State Route 217.
3. Santa Barbara County Landmarks Register: Conejo also reviewed the Santa Barbara County
Landmarks Register to determine if the Project site was listed as a place of local significance.
The Project site was not listed in the Register.
4. Inspection of Historic Maps: Conejo reviewed historic maps of the area to determine if any
structures or features relative to the Project site were previously located on the property, and
to estimate the maximum historical extent of the Goleta Slough. The boundary of the
ancestral slough prior to substantial infilling in 1867-1868 is considered to be close to the
present ten-foot elevation contour mapped on the USGS 7.5’ Goleta Quadrangle (Levulett et
al. 2002; Stone 1982). Since the Project is above this elevation, any shellfish remains found
in these area would most likely be prehistoric, and not a result of slough deposition. Based on
a review of these maps, no historic resources were identified.
5. Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC): In April 2012, City staff contacted the
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to conduct a sacred lands search and obtain
a list of tribal governments who should be contacted to offer tribal consultation as required by
California Government Code §65352.3. On May 1, 2012, City staff sent certified letters to the
three tribal representatives indicated on the list provided by NAHC. On October 2, 2012, the
City expanded this list by sending certified letters to 31 additional tribal representatives. As
of the date of this document, no comments have been received by the City in response to
those letters. The NAHC sacred lands file search did not identify any cultural resources
within the immediate Project area.
Based on the cultural resources research conducted (as detailed above), there are no listed federal,
state, or county historical properties within or adjacent to the Project site.
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Project Site Reconnaissance
In addition to the above-noted research, Conejo Archaeological Consultants conducted field surveys
on the Park site on June 16, 2011, and a separate site survey for the proposed Multi-Use Path
alignment along San Jose Creek from Armitos to Hollister Avenues was performed in August 2012.
Conejo’s cultural resource specialists systematically walked the Project area and immediate vicinity.
An intensive pedestrian survey was conducted which involved walking over the Project area in 16
foot transect intervals. The ground cover in the proposed park component of the Project site had been
recently mowed and ground surface visibility was approximately 40 percent across the majority of
the park site. Rakes and hoes were used to clear vegetation every 5 meters (16 ft.) where weed
growth was denser. Numerous rodent mounds provided a chance to check subsurface soil. In the area
previously farmed, non-native annual grasses and weeds such as mustard, thistle, and castor bean
were prevalent. Along San Jose Creek, riparian vegetation was present including, but not limited to
Mexican elderberry, Sycamore trees, wild cucumber, Coast live oak, and poison oak. Due to dense
undergrowth associated with the riparian habitat along San Jose Creek, ground surface visibility
along the proposed bike path was poor through much of the Project area.
Reconnaissance Findings:
Conejo’s archaeologist noted the presence of an old driveway and a building foundation located in
the southern portion of the Project site. These consisted of a combination of asphalt and concrete. It
is known from the review of historic aerial maps that a residence was once located on the proposed
park site. Much of the proposed park site has been disturbed by the planting and removal of orchards,
planting & disking of soil for row crops, and grading for the driveway and former residence.
Miscellaneous items observed during the survey included pieces of black plastic, broken modern
bottle glass, plastic toys, a couple of fragments of all white ceramic fragments, a few bricks, soda
cans and plastic water bottles, some saw cut bone, and six fragments of marine shell. The marine
shell was spread out in the northeast corner of the proposed park. An intensive surface inspection of
this area found no evidence of chipped stone or midden soil or anything else that might indicate that
the shell was associated with prehistoric activity. Some saw cut bone was located near two pieces of
shell. A few pieces of farm equipment including a cart and disc were also noted on the proposed park
site. Overall, no significant cultural resources were observed within the proposed park site.
With regard to the bike path alignment along San Jose Creek, no evidence of archaeological
resources was observed within this area. However, the dense vegetation along the creek path limited
the conclusiveness of this observation, meaning there could be presence of resources not visible
during the site visit.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact on cultural resources would be expected to occur if the proposed Project
resulted in any of the impacts noted in the associated checklist. Additional thresholds are contained
in the City’s Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual.
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The City’s adopted thresholds indicate that a Project would result in a significant impact on a cultural
resource if it results in the physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource
or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of such a resource would be materially
impaired.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in §
15064.5? No.
Based on a review of the Santa Barbara County Landmarks Register and the Historic Properties
Directory, a combined directory that includes listings from the National Register of Historic Places,
California Historical Landmarks, California Points of Historical Interest, and the California Register
of Historical Resources, no historic resources are recorded within the proposed Project area. In
addition, no historic materials were identified during the intensive pedestrian field survey conducted
by Conejo Archaeological Consultants. Therefore, no impacts on historic resources are anticipated.
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant
to § 15064.5? No.
No archaeological resources are recorded within the proposed Project area and no archaeological
materials were identified during the intensive pedestrian field survey performed by Conejo
Archaeological Consultants. However, due to visibility issues along the proposed bike path
alignment, it is possible that unknown archaeological resources could be encountered during
construction. With the incorporation of the avoidance measures during construction identified below,
impacts to archaeological resources are expected to be less than significant.
c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature? No.
No paleontological materials were identified during the intensive pedestrian field survey performed
by Conejo Archaeological Consultants, and no such resources are expected within the proposed
Project area.
d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries? No.
No human remains are recorded or expected within the proposed Project area and none were
identified during the intensive pedestrian field survey performed by Conejo Archaeological
Consultants. However, due to visibility issues along the proposed bike path alignment, it is possible
that unknown human remains could be encountered during construction in that area. With the
incorporation of the avoidance measures during construction identified below, potential impacts to
archaeological resources are expected to be less than significant.
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e) Restrict existing religious or sacred uses within the potential impact area? No.
Based on the extensive cultural resource research conducted by Conejo Archaeological Consultants
(detailed above) and the results of the firm’s intensive pedestrian field survey, the Project site is not
used for any known religious or sacred uses. No impacts would result from the Project.
No Project Alternative
The no-Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a bicycle/pedestrian path along San Jose Creek. This alternative would
leave the area and vicinity in its current condition. Because the no-Project alternative would not
disturb the site, there is no potential for any buried or unknown archaeological materials to be
disturbed by construction.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
No archaeological resources are recorded within the surrounding area and no archaeological
materials were identified during the intensive pedestrian field survey performed by Conejo
Archaeological Consultants along the adjoining segment of San Jose Creek. However, due to
visibility issues along the creek corridor due to dense vegetative cover, it is possible that unknown
archaeological resources could be encountered during construction. Additional pedestrian level
surveys by a qualified archaeologist will be undertaken for this segment of the path at the appropriate
time. Standard mitigation measures are typically implemented to address the potential discovery of
cultural resources during construction or other ground-disturbing activity.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
CUL-1: A professional archaeologist shall be retained to monitor grading activities associated with
the park site and bike path and shall:
a. Have the authority to temporarily halt or redirect Project construction in the event that
potentially significant cultural resources are exposed. Based on monitoring observations
and the actual extent of Project disturbance, the archaeologist performing the monitoring
shall have the authority to refine the monitoring requirements as appropriate (i.e., change
to spot checks or halt monitoring) in consultation with the City.
b. Prepare a monitoring report upon completion of construction and provide it to the City
and the Central Coast Information Center at UCSB.
Plan Requirements and Timing: These measures shall be included in the plan specifications for this
Project prior to initiation of any grading or other ground-disturbing activities.
Monitoring: City staff shall perform periodic inspections to verify the presence of an on-site
archaeological monitor during grading and shall verify overall compliance with these measures.
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CUL-2: In the event that archaeological resources are unearthed during Project construction, all earth
disturbing work within the Project area must be temporarily suspended until an archaeologist has
evaluated the nature and significance of the find. After the find has been appropriately mitigated,
work in the area may resume. A Chumash representative should monitor any archaeological field
work associated with Native American materials. If human remains are unearthed, State Health and
Safety Code Section 7050.5 requires that no further disturbance shall occur until the Santa Barbara
County Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin and disposition pursuant to Public
Resources Code Section 5097.98. If the remains are determined to be of Native American descent,
the coroner has 24 hours to notify the Native American Heritage Commission.
Plan Requirements and Timing: These measures shall be included in the plan specifications for this
Project prior to initiation of any grading or other ground-disturbing activities.
Monitoring: City staff shall perform periodic inspections to verify the presence of an on-site
archaeological monitor during grading and shall verify overall compliance with these measures.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to Cultural Resources would occur as a result of the construction and operation
of the proposed Project.
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14.6 Geology & Soils
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a)

Less Than
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Less Than
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No
Impact

Expose people and structures to potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:
i)

Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by
the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial
evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and
Geology Special Publication 42?

ii)

Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

c)

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that
would become unstable as a result of the Project, and
potentially result in on- or offsite landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?
d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of
the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks
to life or property?
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of
septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the disposal of
wastewater?

Existing Setting
The Goleta and larger Santa Barbara area is characterized by a temperate Mediterranean climate
marked by cool rainy winters and warm dry summers. Average maximum temperatures in July are
around 76° F and average minimum January temperatures are around 40° F. Rainfall is moderate,
averaging 40 centimeters per year predominately between November and April. Many coastal
streams provide only limited source of water during the dry summer and early fall months.
The geology of the Project area and vicinity is characterized by Monterey and Sespe formations. It is
often distinctive in appearance, with its sandstones weathering to reddish-brown, maroon, pinkishgray, tan, and green. Since many of its sandstones are more resistant to erosion than many other
regional sedimentary units it often forms dramatic outcrops and ridgelines in many local mountain
ranges in south central California. Soils within and surrounding the study area are characterized by
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the Elder-Soboba complex in the San Jose Creek drainage, surrounded by lands classified within the
Elder sandy loam association (Shipman 1981: Map 7 of 10). Soils in this series are formed in deep
alluvium derived from sedimentary rock. Parent materials for these soils derive from the Santa Ynez
Mountains and foothills. The soils profile from the surface is a dark gray brown sandy loan about 24
inches thick underlain by stratified yellowish brown, reddish brown, and brown loamy sand to silty
clay loam (Shipman 1981:26).
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact on geology and soils would be expected to occur if the proposed Project
resulted in any of the impacts noted in the associated checklist. Additional thresholds are contained
in the City’s Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual.
The City’s adopted thresholds indicate that a proposed Project would result in a potentially
significant impact on geological processes if the Project and/or implementation of required
mitigation measures could result in increased erosion, landslides, soil creep, mudslides, and/or
unstable slopes. In addition, impacts are considered significant if the Project would expose people
and/or structures to major geological hazards such as earthquakes, seismic related ground failure, or
expansive soils capable of creating a significant risk to life and property.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Expose people and structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss,
injury, or death involving: i) rupture of a known earthquake fault; ii) strong seismic ground
shaking; iii) strong seismic ground failure, including liquefaction; or iv) landslides? No.
No Alquist-Priolo mapped earthquake faults or zones occur within the City of Goleta. Liquefaction
is a state of almost complete failure of saturated sandy soil due to seismic shaking. Areas most
susceptible to liquefaction include low lying areas where groundwater comes close to the surface
(adjacent to rivers, creeks, beaches, and estuaries). Although San Jose Creek is immediately adjacent
to the proposed Project site no construction activity or grading will occur within the creek bed or in
proximity to the top-of-bank. Furthermore, no habitable structures are included in the proposed
Project.
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? No.
Because the Project does involve grading on portions of the proposed Park site and to a much lesser
degree within the alignment of the proposed Multi-Use Path, there may be some soil erosion and loss
of topsoil. These impacts will be minimized because disturbance to the existing riparian buffer along
San Jose Creek will be avoided to the extent feasible, and any disturbed areas will be landscaped and
mulched resulting in more vegetative cover and protection than what currently exists on the fallow
field. In addition, Project landscaping will minimize the potential for erosion and sedimentation.
However, due to the potential for some soil erosion or loss of topsoil to occur during construction
activities, mitigation measures are required to insure impacts will be less than significant.
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c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result
of the Project, and potentially result in on- or offsite landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse? No.
The Project will not create unstable soil conditions. The engineering design of the proposed Project
and bike path will address liquefaction and other seismically induced hazards. No habitable
structures are included in the proposed Project and the hazard to life resulting from lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse would be minimal.
d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994),
creating substantial risks to life or property? No.
The soil and geologic conditions at the Project site will not become unstable as a result of the
proposed Project or result in offsite landslides, later spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse.
No habitable structures are proposed as part of the proposed Project. Soils onsite are not sufficiently
expansive to pose a substantial risk to life or property. There are no impacts in this regard.
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater
disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater? No.
The Project does not involve the construction of a septic system; therefore, no such impacts would
occur as a result of the Project.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a bike path along San Jose Creek. This alternative would leave the area
and vicinity in its current condition. Because the No Project alternative would not disturb the site or
creek path alignment, there would be no potential for impacts on soils or exposure of people and
property to geologic hazards.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
No Alquist-Priolo mapped earthquake faults or zones occur within the City of Goleta. San Jose
Creek is also immediately adjacent to this future bike path segment so there is the potential for
liquefaction and erosion if construction activity or grading were to occur in proximity to the top-ofbank. However, the engineering design of the future bike path will address liquefaction and other
seismically induced hazards. It is anticipated that any impacts in this regard could be reduced to
insignificant levels through appropriate mitigation.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
GEO-1: The final grading and erosion control plan shall be designed to minimize erosion.
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The plan shall include the following:
a) Best management practices (BMPs), such as temporary berms and sedimentation traps (such
as silt fencing, straw bales, and sand bags), shall be installed in association with Project
grading. The BMPs shall be placed at the base of all cut/fill slopes and soil stockpile areas
where potential erosion may occur and shall be maintained to ensure effectiveness. The
sedimentation basins and traps shall be cleaned periodically and the silt shall be removed and
disposed of in a location approved by the City.
b) Non-paved areas shall be revegetated or restored (i.e. geotextile binding fabrics) immediately
after grading and installation of utilities, to minimize erosion and to reestablish soil structure
and fertility. Alternative materials rather than reseeding (e.g., gravel) may be used where
called for in the City-approved landscape plans for the Project.
c) Runoff shall not be directed across exposed slopes. All surface runoff shall be conveyed in
accordance with the approved drainage plans.
d) Energy dissipaters or similar devices shall be installed at the end of drainpipe outlets to
minimize erosion during storm events.
e) Grading shall occur during the dry season (April 15th to November 1st) unless a City
approved erosion control plan is in place and all erosion control measures are in effect.
Erosion control measures shall be identified on an erosion control plan and shall prevent
runoff, erosion, and siltation. All exposed graded surfaces shall be reseeded with ground
cover vegetation to minimize erosion. Graded surfaces shall be reseeded within four (4)
weeks of grading completion, with the exception of surfaces graded for the placement of
structures. These surfaces shall be reseeded if construction of structures does not commence
within four (4) weeks of grading completion.
Timing: These measures shall be included in the plan specifications for this Project prior to initiation
of any grading or other ground-disturbing activities.
Monitoring: City staff shall verify compliance during grading and construction activities.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts on Geologic Resources would occur as a result of the construction of the
proposed Project.
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14.7 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment?
b. Conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

Existing Setting
The Project site for the Park is vacant land in a mixed residential/commercial neighborhood subject
to weed abatement as required by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department. The Multi-Use Path
consists of a vegetated riparian corridor.
Background
Certain gases in the earth’s atmosphere, classified as greenhouse gases (GHGs), play a critical role in
determining the earth’s surface temperature. Solar radiation enters the earth’s atmosphere from
space. A portion of the radiation is absorbed by the earth’s surface, and a smaller portion of this
radiation is reflected back toward space. This absorbed radiation is then emitted from the earth as
low-frequency infrared radiation. The frequencies at which bodies emit radiation are proportional to
their temperature. The earth has a much lower temperature than the sun; therefore, the earth emits
lower frequency radiation. Most solar radiation is not absorbed by GHGs; however, infrared
radiation is absorbed by these gases. As a result, radiation that otherwise would have escaped back
into space is instead “trapped,” resulting in a warming of the atmosphere. This phenomenon, known
as the greenhouse effect, is responsible for maintaining a habitable climate on earth. Without the
greenhouse effect, earth would not be able to support life as we know it.
Principal GHGs contributing to the greenhouse effect are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4),
nitrous oxide (N2O), hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6).
Human-caused emissions of these GHGs in excess of natural ambient concentrations are responsible
for intensifying the greenhouse effect and have led to a trend of unnatural warming of the earth’s
climate, known as global climate change or global warming. It is extremely unlikely that global
climate change of the past 50 years can be explained without the contribution from human activities
(Bates, B.C., Z.W. Kundzewicz, S. Wu and J.P. Palutikof, Eds., Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change Secretariat, Geneva, Climate Change and Water, June 2008).
Climate change is a global problem. GHGs are global pollutants, unlike criteria pollutants and toxic
air contaminants (TACs), which are pollutants of regional and local concern. Whereas criteria
pollutants and TACs with localized air quality effects have relatively short atmospheric lifetimes
(about one day), GHGs have long atmospheric lifetimes (one year to several thousand years). GHGs
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persist in the atmosphere for long enough time periods to be dispersed around the world. Although
the exact lifetime of any particular GHG molecule is dependent on multiple variables and cannot be
pinpointed, it is understood that currently more CO2 is emitted into the atmosphere than is
sequestered by ocean uptake, vegetation, and other forms of sequestration. Of the total annual
human-caused CO2 emissions, approximately 54 percent is sequestered within a year through ocean
uptake, uptake by northern hemisphere boreal forest growth, and other terrestrial sinks; whereas the
remaining 46 percent of human-caused CO2 emissions remains stored in the atmosphere (J.H.
Seinfeld and S.N. Pandis, Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics, From Air Pollution to Climate
Change, 1998). Similarly, impacts of GHGs are borne globally, as opposed to localized air quality
effects of criteria air pollutants and TACs. The quantity of GHGs that it takes to ultimately result in
climate change is not precisely known.
Effects of Global Climate Change
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which was established in
1988 by the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme,
global average temperature is expected to increase by 3 to 7 degrees Fahrenheit by the end of the
century, depending on future GHG emission scenarios.1 Resource areas other than air quality and
global average temperature could be indirectly affected by the accumulation of GHG emissions. For
example, an increase in the global average temperature is expected to result in a decreased volume of
precipitation falling as snow in California and an overall reduction in snowpack in the Sierra Nevada.
Snowpack in the Sierra Nevada provides both water supply (runoff) and storage (within the
snowpack before melting), which is a major source of supply for the state (including the Project site).
According to the California Energy Commission (CEC), the snowpack portion of the water supply
could potentially decline by 30 – 90 percent by the end of the 21st century.2 A study cited in a report
by the California Department of Water Resources projects that approximately 50 percent of the
statewide snowpack will be lost by the end of the century.3
Although current forecasts are uncertain, it is evident that this phenomenon could lead to significant
challenges in securing an adequate water supply for a growing population. An increase in
precipitation falling as rain rather than snow could also lead to increased potential for floods as water
that would normally be held in the Sierra Nevada snowpack until a spring thaw, would instead
become runoff, and flow into the Central Valley concurrently with winter storm events. This scenario
would place more pressure on California’s levee/flood control system.
Another outcome of global climate change is sea level rise. Sea level rose approximately 7 inches
during the last century and it is predicted to rise an additional 7 to 22 inches by 2100, depending on
the future levels of GHG emissions.4 If this occurs, resultant effects could include increased coastal
flooding, saltwater intrusion and disruption of wetlands.5 As the existing climate throughout
1

IPCC (2008). National Greenhouse Gas Inventories Programme. http://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/
California Energy Commission (CEC) (2006), Our Changing Climate: Assessing the Risks to California. Publication
CEC-500-2006-077.
3
Knowles and Cayan (2002). Potential effects of global warming on the Sacramento/San Joaquin watershed and
the San Francisco estuary. Geophysical Research Letters VOL. 29, 1891, 4 PP
4
IPCC (2008). National Greenhouse Gas Inventories Programme. http://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/
5
California Energy Commission (CEC) (2006), Our Changing Climate: Assessing the Risks to California. Publication
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California changes over time, the ranges of various plant and wildlife species could shift or be
reduced, depending on the favored temperature and moisture regimes of each species. In the worst
cases, some species would become extinct or be extirpated from the state if unsuitable conditions are
no longer available.
Greenhouse Gas Emission Sources
According to the California Air Resources Board (CARB), emissions of GHGs contributing to global
climate change are attributable in large part to human activities associated with the transportation,
industrial/manufacturing, electric utility, residential, commercial, and agricultural sectors (CARB;
2009). In California, the transportation sector is the largest emitter of GHGs, followed by electricity
generation (CARB; 2009). Emissions of CO2 are primarily byproducts of fuel combustion. CH4, a
highly potent GHG, typically results from fugitive emission sources such as agricultural activities
and landfills. N2O is also largely attributable to agricultural activities and soil management. Smaller
amounts of CH4 and N2O emissions occur as a byproduct of fuel combustion. CO2 sinks, or
reservoirs, include vegetation and the ocean, and absorb CO2 through sequestration and dissolution,
respectively.
California has one of the largest economies in the world, and is consequently one of the larger
emitters of GHGs. In 2004, California released 484 million metric tonnes (MMT) of carbon dioxide
equivalent (CO2e) (CARB; 2009) and is the 12th to 16th largest emitter of CO2 in the world (CEC;
2006).
CO2e is a measurement used to account for the fact that different GHGs have different potential to
retain infrared radiation in the atmosphere and contribute to the greenhouse effect. This potential,
known as the global warming potential (GWP), is a measure of the heat trapping ability of a given
GHG over a 100-year period relative to the heat trapping ability of CO2. Expressing individual GHG
emissions as CO2e converts the heat trapping ability and longevity of the individual GHGs to a
common basis that is equivalent to the effect that would occur if only CO2 were being emitted. The
GWPs of common combustion byproduct gases are expressed as ratios: 1 for CO2, 21 for CH4, and
310 for N2O, according to the EPA.
Combustion of fossil fuel in the transportation sector was the single largest source of California’s
GHG emissions in 2004, accounting for 38 percent of total GHG emissions in the State. This sector
was followed by the electric power sector (including generation sources both in-state and out-of-state
that supply electricity to California) at 22 percent and the industrial sector at 20 percent (CARB;
2008).
Regulatory Setting
CEQA requires that lead agencies consider the reasonable foreseeable adverse environmental effects
of projects they are considering for approval. GHG emissions have the potential to adversely affect
the environment because they contribute to global climate change. In turn, global climate change has
the potential to result in rising sea levels, which can inundate low lying areas; to affect rain and
snowfall, leading to changes in water supply; and to affect habitat, leading to adverse effects on
biological and other resources. Thus, GHG emissions require consideration in CEQA documents. In
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considering global climate change, past regulatory actions of the State of California are informative.
For example, in 2002, the State adopted Assembly Bill (AB) 1493 requiring that CARB adopt by
January 1, 2005, regulations to achieve: “The maximum feasible reduction of greenhouse gases
emitted by passenger vehicles and light duty trucks and other vehicles determined by the CARB to
be vehicles whose primary use is non-commercial transportation in the state.” CARB adopted
implementing regulations for AB 1493 in 2004.
In 2005, the Governor of California adopted Executive Order S-3-05, declaring that increased
temperatures could reduce the Sierra Nevada mountain range’s snowpack, increase air quality
problems, and potentially cause a rise in sea levels. To address those concerns, the Executive Order
set GHG emissions targets such that emissions would be reduced to year 2000 levels by the year
2010, year 1990 levels by the year 2020, and 80 percent of year 1990 levels by the year 2050.
In 2006, AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, was signed into law. AB 32
establishes regulatory, reporting, and market mechanisms to achieve quantifiable reductions in GHG
emissions and a cap on statewide GHG emissions. It requires that statewide GHG emissions be
reduced to 1990 levels by 2020. To effectively implement that cap, among other things AB 32 directs
CARB to develop and implement regulations to reduce statewide GHG emissions from stationary
sources. In October 2008, CARB published its climate change proposed scoping plan, which is the
State’s plan to achieve GHG reductions in California required by AB 32.
In August 2007, the State adopted Senate Bill (SB) 97. This bill directed the Governor’s Office of
Planning and Research (OPR) to prepare, develop, and transmit to the California Natural Resources
Agency guidelines for the feasible mitigation of GHG emissions and the effects of GHG emissions,
as required by CEQA by July 1, 2009. The Natural Resources Agency was required to certify or
adopt those guidelines by January 1, 2010. Those guidelines were submitted, and on March 18, 2010
became effective. In relevant part, those guidelines in Section 15126.4(c) provide as follows:
Consistent with Section 15126.4(a), lead agencies shall consider feasible means, supported
by substantial evidence and subject to monitoring or reporting, of mitigating the significant
effects of greenhouse gas emissions. Measures to mitigate the significant effects of
greenhouse gas emissions may include, among others:
1) Measures in an existing plan or mitigation program for the reduction of emissions that are
required as part of the lead agency’s decision;
2) Reductions in emissions resulting from a Project through implementation of Project features,
Project design, or other measures, such as those described in Appendix F;
3) Off-site measures, including offsets that are not otherwise required, to mitigate a Project’s
emissions;
4) Measures that sequester greenhouse gases; and
5) In the case of adoption of a plan, such as a general plan, long range development plan, or
plans for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, mitigation may include the identification
of specific measures that may be implemented on a Project-by-Project basis. Mitigation may
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also include the incorporation of specific measures or policies found in an adopted ordinance
or regulation that reduces the cumulative effect of emissions.
In 2007, the Governor directed the California Building Standards Commission to work with specified
State agencies on the adoption of green building standards for residential, commercial, and public
building construction for the 2010 Building Code adoption process. That process resulted in the
adoption of the 2010 California Green Building Code (CalGREEN). Specific elements of the
CalGREEN Code include:
a) 20 percent mandatory reduction in indoor water use, with voluntary goal standards for 30
percent, 35 percent, and 40 percent reductions;
b) Separate water meters for nonresidential buildings’ indoor and outdoor water use, with a
requirement for moisture-sensing irrigation systems for larger landscape Projects;
c) Requirement for diversion of 50 percent of construction waste from landfills, increasing
voluntarily to 65 percent and 75 percent for new homes and 80 percent for commercial
Projects;
d) Mandatory inspections of energy systems (i.e. heat furnace, air conditioner, mechanical
equipment) for nonresidential buildings over 10,000 square feet to ensure that all are working
at their maximum capacity according to their design efficiencies; and
e) Requirement for low-pollutant emitting interior finish materials such as paints, carpet, vinyl
flooring, and particle board.
On November 2, 2010, the Goleta City Council adopted CalGREEN as the Green Building Code of
the City, Chapter 15.12 of Title 15 of the Goleta Municipal Code. That action became effective
January 1, 2011. The Green Building Code of the City mandates new requirements for planning and
design, energy efficiency, water efficiency and conservation, material conservation and resource
efficiency, environmental quality, and installer and special inspector qualifications. Also on
November 2, 2010, the Goleta City Council adopted the Energy Efficiency Standards, Chapter 15.13
of Title 15 of the Goleta Municipal Code, implementing local building energy efficiency standards
for the City that includes a “reach” goal of an additional 15 percent reduction in GHGs when
compared to Section 151 of the California Energy Commission’s 2008 Building Energy Efficiency
Standards for Residential and Nonresidential Buildings. The increased energy efficiency standards
apply to new buildings or structures of any size, including the Project.
Thresholds of Significance
As directed by SB 97 and noted above, the California Natural Resources Agency adopted
amendments to the CEQA Guidelines that became effective on March 18, 2010. These new CEQA
Guidelines provide regulatory guidance on the analysis and mitigation of GHG emissions in CEQA
documents. According to the amendments made to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, the Project
would have a significant impact if it would:
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a significant
impact on the environment.
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b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases.
The adopted CEQA amendments require a Lead Agency to make a good-faith effort based, to the
extent possible, on scientific and factual data in order to describe, calculate, or estimate the amount
of greenhouse gas emissions resulting from a Project. They give discretion to the Lead Agency
whether to:
a) Use a model or methodology to quantify greenhouse gas emissions resulting from a Project,
and which model or methodology to use; and/or
b) Rely on a qualitative analysis or performance-based standards.
In addition, a Lead Agency should consider the following factors, among others, when assessing the
significance of impacts from greenhouse gas emissions on the environment:
The extent to which the Project may increase or reduce greenhouse gas emissions as compared to the
existing environmental setting:
a) The extent to which the project may increase or reduce greenhouse gas emissions as
compared to the existing environmental setting;
b) Whether the project emissions exceed a threshold of significance that the Lead Agency
determines applies to the Project;
c) The extent to which the project complies with regulations or requirements adopted to
implement a statewide, regional, or local plan for the reduction or mitigation of greenhouse
gas emissions; and
The amendments call on Lead Agencies to establish significance thresholds for their respective
jurisdictions. Currently, neither the State of California nor the City of Goleta has established CEQA
significance thresholds for GHG emissions. Indeed, many regulatory agencies are sorting through
suggested thresholds and/or making Project-by-Project analyses. This approach is consistent with
that suggested by the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) in its
technical advisory entitled CEQA and Climate Change: Addressing Climate Change through the
California Environmental Quality Act Review (CAPCOA; 2008):
…In the absence of regulatory standards for GHG emissions or other specific data to clearly
define what constitutes a ‘significant Project’, individual lead agencies may undertake a
Project-by-Project analysis, consistent with available guidance and current CEQA practice.
In June 2010, the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) became the first
regulatory agency in the nation to adopt guidelines that establish thresholds of significance for GHG
emissions (BAAQMD; 2010). These thresholds were (MT = metric tonne, 1,000 kilograms or
2,204.6 pounds; SP = Service Population, residents + employees):
a) Stationary Sources: 10,000 MT CO2e per year
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b) Other than Stationary Sources: 1,100 MT CO2e per year or 4.6 MT CO2e per SP per year
c) Plans: 6.6 MT CO2e per SP per year
The BAAQMD thresholds are promulgated CEQA thresholds that have undergone full public review
and comment, with approval by the BAAQMD governing board, and technical support by
BAAQMD staff. They have applied to a nine-county portion of northern California consisting of
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, the western portion of
Solano, and the southern portion of Sonoma counties. The BAAQMD jurisdiction extends from the
urban core surrounding the San Francisco Bay to the pastoral and rural areas of Napa, Marin, Solano,
and Sonoma counties. The BAAQMD GHG thresholds have applied applies to a nine county area of
very diverse population and land use.
The BAAQMD GHG significance thresholds have a strong regulatory and technical underpinning.
They are based on substantial data, were intended as regulatory thresholds, and applied in some areas
of the BAAQMD jurisdiction that resemble some land use patterns in the Goleta area. The climatic
regime in the Goleta-Santa Barbara area that governs energy demand for space heating and cooling is
also very comparable to that occurring in the BAAQMD. Additionally, in June 2010, the Santa
Barbara County Planning and Development Department produced a memorandum “Support for Use
of Bay Area Air Quality Management District Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standards”, providing
evidentiary support for reliance on the proposed BAAQMD standards as interim thresholds of
significance in Santa Barbara County. The memorandum notes that certain counties in the Bay Area
are similar to Santa Barbara County in terms of population growth, land use patterns, General Plan
policies, and average commute patterns and times.
In March 2012, a court judgment determined that the BAAQMD GHG emissions thresholds of
significance were not properly adopted under CEQA and cannot be readopted until compliance with
CEQA occurs. Nevertheless, thresholds of significance that are adopted or recommended by other
public agencies or by experts may be considered as appropriate thresholds of significance. As
previously explained, a significant amount of public and expert opinion and input went into the
development of the BAAQMD thresholds of significance. Moreover, since adoption of these
thresholds, there have been numerous expert opinions and evaluations of these thresholds, including
the applicability within Santa Barbara County.
Accordingly, given that the City does not have established thresholds of significance for GHG
emissions, and as the City is located in Santa Barbara County, the rationale for applicability of the
BAAQMD thresholds would generally apply. Therefore, this analysis uses the BAAQMD threshold
of significance for operational emissions of non-stationary sources as part of the threshold of
significance to be analyzed for the project. There is no BAAQMD threshold of significance for
construction emissions.
Project Specific Impacts
To determine potential GHG impacts, emissions from both construction and operation of the Project
must be evaluated in terms of pounds per day and metric tonnes per year. These emissions are
estimated using CalEEMod (California Emissions Estimator Model, version 2011.1.1), a statewide

67

City of Goleta
Final Initial Study
Hollister/Kellogg Park & Multi-Use Path
August 13, 2013

regulatory-default application developed by the South Coast Air Quality Management District
(SCAQMD) and adopted by air districts across California. This urban land-use model performs
conservative unmitigated and mitigated calculations for:
·

Short-term construction criteria and greenhouse gas (as CO2e) emissions associated with
demolition, site preparation, grading, building, and finishing (offroad equipment, onroad
vehicles, fugitive dust, architectural coatings, paving).

·

Long-term operational direct criteria and greenhouse gas emissions associated with the builtout land use including traffic, fugitive dust from roads, architectural coatings, landscaping
equipment, consumer products, cleaning supplies, fireplaces and wood stoves, and natural gas
combustion.

·

Long-term operational indirect greenhouse gas emissions from electricity usage, water usage,
solid waste disposal, and one-time vegetation sequestration changes.

This model is publicly available (caleemod.com) and widely used by CEQA practitioners and air
districts. Use of this model ensures consistency statewide in how emissions are modeled and reported
from various project types (CAPCOA; 2008). The modeled construction year used for the analysis of
the Project is 2014 and the first operational year is also 2014. Attachment 2 contains CalEEMod
output files for the Project.
Construction Emissions
Emissions of GHGs during project construction have the potential to produce short-term impacts.
The City of Goleta has not adopted significance criteria for construction activities, and neither has
the BAAQMD. Therefore, this analysis uses the qualitative approach to determining significance of
the quantitative calculation of construction emissions.
Project construction activities, especially those associated with heavy equipment operations for land
clearing and grading, would contribute to cumulative GHGs and global climate change. Based on
construction model runs conducted by Cardno Entrix environmental consulting firm using
CalEEMod for the 2014 summer condition, it is anticipated that the peak (maximum activity)
construction-generated CO2e emission rate would be 3,791 pounds (1.72 metric tonnes) per day CO2
during the construction period. Assuming that construction would occur over the course of a 21week period, the Project’s total GHG emissions due to construction would be 138 metric tonnes
(MT) of CO2. This level of emissions is not considered significant because the emissions would be
temporary and finite in nature, the project construction activities will follow Best Management
Practices, and the process by which the construction emissions are deemed to have a less than
significant impact is consistent with the AB 32 Scoping Plan discussed earlier under the Regulatory
Setting section.
Project Operational Emissions
Direct operational CO2e emissions would occur as a result of Project-generated traffic and activities
such as landscape maintenance that consume motor fuels (gasoline, diesel). Based on long-term
operational model runs conducted using CalEEMod for the 2015 summer condition, anticipated
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direct operational CO2 emissions for the Project are estimated at 25 pounds (0.01 metric tonnes) per
day, or about 4.1 metric tonnes CO2 per year over the long-term.
Indirect long-term emissions associated with the Project would include electric power generated offsite for water delivery, and solid waste disposal. Based on long-term operational model runs
conducted using CalEEMod for the 2015 annual condition, maximum indirect operational CO2
emissions for the Project are estimated at about 5.2 metric tonnes (MT) CO2 per year over the longterm. The total combined long-term emissions from direct and indirect operations is about 9.3 metric
tonnes (MT) CO2 per year which is below the adopted significance threshold of 1,100 MT CO2/year.
Additionally, the process by which the operational emissions are deemed to have a less than
significant impact is consistent with the AB 32 Scoping Plan and the Project will be constructed in
compliance with the Green Building Code of the City and the Energy Efficiency Standards, which
are discussed earlier under the Regulatory Setting section. Therefore, based on this analysis, Project
GHG emissions impacts are considered less than significant.
Cumulative Impacts
GHG emissions from the Project, as well as GHG emissions from other projects in the area, would
be incrementally cumulative. These emissions represent a very small percentage (0.0002 percent) of
California’s GHG emissions, which were estimated at 484 million metric tonnes of CO2 in 2009
(CARB; 2009). The incremental impact of the Project’s operational GHG emissions is less than the
margin of estimation error, is less than the threshold of 1,100 MT CO2/year, and based on a
qualitative analysis both the operational and construction emissions are less than significant.
Therefore, when the Project impacts are combined with the GHG impacts of other projects in the
area, the cumulative impact is not cumulatively considerable and is, therefore, less than significant.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a bike path along San Jose Creek. This alternative would leave the area
and vicinity in its current condition. Because the No Project alternative would not result in
construction or operational GHG emissions, there would be no potential for impacts on in this
regard; however, the No Project alternative would not accomplish the General Plan goals of
developing a park and bike path in this area.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
Emissions of GHGs during construction of the future bike path have the potential to produce shortterm impacts. In addition, direct operational CO2e emissions may occur as a result of activities such
as landscape maintenance that consume motor fuels (gasoline, diesel); however, the provision of the
bike path is likely to result in the positive impact of providing alternative transportation thereby
reducing some motor vehicle trips and their associated emissions. As noted above, the City of Goleta
has not adopted significance criteria for construction activities, and neither has the BAAQMD. Given
the minor impacts likely to be associated with this bike path project, no significant impacts related to
GHGs would be expected.
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Required/Recommended Mitigation Measures
Based on the above analysis, Project specific and cumulative GHG emissions will be less than
significant. Therefore, no mitigation measures are required or recommended.
Residual Impact
Residual impacts as a result of greenhouse gas emissions would remain less than significant
14.8 Hazards & Hazardous Materials
Would the Project:
a)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment?
c)

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter
mile of an existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant
hazard to the public or the environment?
e)

For a Project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of
a public airport or public use airport, would the Project result
in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the
Project area?

f)

For a Project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would
the Project result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the Project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation
plan?
h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving wildland fires, including where
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where
residences are intermixed with wildlands?

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact
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Existing Setting
A database review that included over twenty Federal, State, and local databases for potential
hazardous substances was conducted for the proposed Project site. The databases identified no
known sources of hazardous waste on site. Within 1/8 mile offsite, there are four underground
storage tanks (UST), one “RCRA” (Resource Conservation and Recovery Act) generator of
hazardous waste, and one leaking underground storage tank (LUST) all located on Kellogg Avenue.
Within 1/4 mile and all located on Hollister Avenue, there are eight additional underground storage
tanks (UST), four more generators of hazardous waste, and four additional leaking underground
storage tanks (LUST). Most of the RCRA generators are automotive-related businesses that handle
hazardous waste. The RCRA sites and UST sites should be of little concern to the Project as they are
offsite. The LUST sites on Hollister Avenue are down gradient of the Project site.
Given the location of potentially hazardous waste in the general vicinity, a Phase I Environmental
Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) was conducted by Sigma Engineering, Inc. (report dated May 26,
2011). This assessment was prepared in accordance with the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Standards and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries (AAI); Final Rule, 40 CFR Part 312 and
American Standard for Testing Materials (ASTM) 1527-05. The purpose of the Phase I ESA was to
identify, to the extent feasible, recognized environmental conditions (RECs) in connection with the
site. This assessment included a site reconnaissance as well as research and interviews with
representatives of the public, property owner/management, and regulatory agencies. The results of
this assessment revealed no recognized environmental conditions (REC’s) associated with the site.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact with regard to hazards and hazardous materials would be expected to occur if
the proposed Project resulted in any of the impacts noted in the associated checklist. Additional
thresholds are contained in the City’s Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual.
The City’s adopted thresholds address public safety impacts resulting from involuntary exposure to
hazardous materials. These thresholds focus on activities that include the installation or modification
to facilities that handle hazardous materials, transportation of hazardous materials, or non-hazardous
land uses in proximity to hazardous facilities. Since the proposed Project is not a hazardous materials
facility, the City’s risk-based thresholds are not particularly applicable. However, for the purposes
of this analysis the proposed Project would be considered to pose a significant impact if it results in
the exposure of people to a variety of hazards or hazardous materials as listed in the checklist.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use,
or disposal of hazardous materials?
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The proposed Project would not involve the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials
or pose a significant potential for the accidental release of hazardous materials into the environment.
b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?
Petroleum fuels, oils, lubricants, solvents, and paints associated with typical construction activities
would be present during the construction of the proposed Project and could result in an unforeseen
impact should leakage(s) occur. Given the small quantities associated with construction equipment
and vehicles, such an event would normally result in minimal consequences; however, due to the
nearby presence of San Jose Creek, mitigation measures are recommended to prevent and mitigate
impacts from potential leaks to a less than significant level.
c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?
No existing or proposed schools are located within one-quarter mile of the Project site.
d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?
No recorded federal Superfund sites, state response sites, voluntary clean-up sites, or school clean-up
sites are located within the Project vicinity.
e) For a Project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the Project result in a
safety hazard for people residing or working in the Project area?
Although the Project site does lie within two miles of the Santa Barbara Municipal Airport, it is
located outside and to the east of the main runway and secondary runway approach zones so aircraft
would not be flying over the site upon approach or after take-off. Therefore, the proposed Project
would not result in a safety risk or hazard resulting from its proximity to the airport for residents,
employees, or visitors to the park or users of the path. In addition, the Project would not result in
additional residents or workers in the Project area.
f) For a Project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the Project result in a safety hazard
for people residing or working in the Project area?
There are no private airstrips within the vicinity of the Project.
g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?
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The proposed Park and Multi-Use Path would not result in the construction of any new facilities or
establishment of new uses that could impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan.
i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires,
including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed
with wildlands?
The Project is located within the Goleta urban core and is not within a designated Wildland Fire
Hazard Area; therefore the proposed Park and Multi-Use Path Project would not expose people or
structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a creek path along the west side of San Jose Creek. This alternative would
leave the area and vicinity in its current condition. Because the no Project alternative would not
disturb the site or path alignment, there would be no potential for exposing people to hazards or
hazardous waste.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
A database review was conducted for the park included over twenty Federal, State, and local
databases for potential hazardous substances. The databases identified no known sources of
hazardous waste on site on the park site; however, within 1/8 mile offsite, there are four leaking
underground storage tanks. Given the location of potentially hazardous waste in the general vicinity,
a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) was conducted by Sigma Engineering, Inc.
for the park site. As noted above, the results of this assessment revealed no recognized
environmental conditions (REC’s) associated with the park site. By its nature, a bike path would not
involve the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials or pose a significant potential for the
accidental release of hazardous materials into the environment. Petroleum fuels, oils, lubricants,
solvents, and paints associated with typical construction activities could be present during the
construction of the future bike path segment and could result in an unforeseen impact should
leakage(s) occur. Due to the nearby presence of San Jose Creek, mitigation measures similar to the
ones listed below would likely be implemented to prevent and mitigate impacts from potential leaks.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
HAZ-1: The following construction equipment-related measures are required:
1. Leaking construction equipment should be removed from the site until the release of
hazardous materials is stopped.
2. Refueling of equipment should take place at least fifty feet from San Jose Creek and
secondary containment such as drip pans should be used during these activities.
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Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in the specifications for this Project
prior to the Project being approved for advertising and bidding.
Monitoring: City staff shall perform periodic inspections to verify compliance with this measure.
HAZ-2: In the unlikely event that hazardous materials are stored onsite during the construction
phase, the Best Management Practices listed below should be followed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

All containers should have secure lids and be stored out of the elements.
Use secondary containment for hazardous material storage.
Label all hazardous materials according to hazardous waste regulations.
Do not combine wastes or store incompatibles together.
Cover stockpiled soil, construction materials and waste with plastic sheeting or temporary
roofs.

Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in the specifications for this Project
prior to the Project being approved for advertising and bidding.
Monitoring: City staff shall perform periodic inspections to verify compliance with this measure.
HAZ-3: In the unlikely event that odors, staining, or suspect material is uncovered during grading
and excavation, work in that immediate area shall stop and the City hazardous waste / materials
coordinator and Santa Barbara County Fire Department shall be immediately notified to evaluate the
potential release and secure the area.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in the specifications for this Project
prior to the Project being approved for advertising and bidding.
Monitoring: The Contractor shall be responsible for complying with this measure in the event that
hazardous materials or wastes are uncovered or released during Project construction. City staff shall
perform periodic inspections to verify compliance with this measure.
Residual Impact
With implementation of the avoidance and minimization measures listed above, no residual impacts
to Hazards or Hazardous Waste would occur as a result of the construction and operation of the
proposed Project.
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14.9 Hydrology & Water Quality

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:
a)

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the
local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of
pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level which would
not support existing land uses or planned uses for which
permits have been granted)?
c)

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial
erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or amount
of surface runoff in a manner, which would result in flooding
on- or off-site?
e)

Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems
or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?

f)

Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped
on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate
Map or other flood hazard delineation map?
h) Place within 100-year flood hazard area structures, which
would impede or redirect flood flows?
i)

Expose people or structures to a significant risk or loss,
injury or death involving flooding, including flooding as a
result of the failure of a levee or dam?

j)

Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

Existing Setting
The proposed Park and Multi-Use Path will be constructed on a City-owned parcel and within an
easement adjacent to San Jose Creek, which flows approximately nine miles from its headwaters to
Goleta Slough and ultimately to the Pacific Ocean, draining approximately 5,500 acres. San Jose
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Creek is not listed as an impaired water body on the Clean Water Act 303(d) list; however, Goleta
Slough is listed as impaired for metals, pathogens, priority organics, and sedimentation/siltation.
Approximately one-half acre of the subject Park parcel will be preserved as an open space creek
buffer area. This area encompasses the natural riparian zone for San Jose Creek as well as an
additional buffer from the existing habitat. The proposed Multi-Use Path will not be constructed
within the creek channel (floodway) but will be located within the buffer area away from the top of
the bank. Therefore, neither the Park nor the Multi-Use Path will alter the existing drainage pattern
or affect the course of San Jose Creek.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact on hydrology and water quality would be expected to occur if the proposed
Project resulted in any of the impacts noted in the associated checklist. Additional thresholds are
contained in the City’s Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual.
The City’s adopted thresholds indicate that a significant impact on hydrology and water resources
would occur if a Project would result in:
·
·
·
·
·

The substantial alteration of existing drainage patterns;
Alter the course of a stream or river;
Increase the rate of surface runoff to the extent that flooding, including increased erosion or
sedimentation occurs;
Create or contribute to runoff volumes that exceed existing or planned stormwater runoff
facilities; or
Substantially degrade water quality.

Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements?

Storm water runoff from the Park could contain residues from fertilizers, pesticides or other
chemicals and/or petroleum products from the parking lot, thereby potentially affecting water quality
in San Jose Creek. To reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level, a mitigation measure
has been set forth below that requires all drainage from the lawn, landscape and parking areas to be
directed to bioswales, or other vegetated areas outside of the riparian corridor, for passive treatment.
With this mitigation measure implemented, impacts in this regard will be less than significant.
b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge

such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater
table level?
The Project will not significantly deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge. Only very minimal impervious surfaces are proposed with the Project; the
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majority of the Project consists of landscaping and other pervious materials that would not alter the
amount of rate of groundwater infiltration.
c)

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial
erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

The minimal amount of impervious surface associated with this Project will not significantly alter
runoff patterns or create any conditions that could contribute to an exceedence of the areas
stormwater drainage system. The natural drainage of the site would result in passive detention and
natural filtration of storm water run-off.
d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the

alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff in a manner, which would result in flooding on- or off-site?
The minimal amount of impervious surface associated with this Project will not significantly alter
drainage patterns or create any conditions that could contribute to an exceedence of the areas
stormwater drainage system. Use of bioswales which are included in the Park’s design to detain or
retain storm water runoff will further ensure that the Project will not create any flooding impacts.
e)

Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?

The site design and method of construction will minimize water quality impacts. Again, because of
the minimal amount of impervious surfaces associated with this Project and the use of bioswales in
addition to extensive landscape open space, the Project will not create any conditions that could
contribute to an exceedence of the areas stormwater drainage system.
f)

Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

The proposed construction activities could cause a temporary increase in erosion which could affect
the water quality of San Jose Creek. Water quality protection measures will be required by the
General Construction Storm Water Permit and the City’s Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP),
and are required in the City’s General Plan. According to the SWMP, a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is required for all Projects that would disturb a combined area of one-half
acre or more. Because more than one-half acre would be disturbed during the construction of this
Project, a SWPPP will be required for the Project to minimize impacts.
The SWMP and the General Plan also require Best Management Practices (BMPs) to be used when
designing and planning City Projects regardless of the area of disturbance. For new development,
the General Plan requires a Construction Phase Erosion Control and Storm Water Management Plan
that specifies BMPs that would be implemented to minimize erosion and sedimentation; provides
adequate sanitary and waste disposal facilities; and prevent contamination of runoff by construction
practices, materials, and chemicals. With the incorporation of the water quality mitigation measures
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included in this section, impacts to water quality as a result of construction will be less than
significant.
g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard

Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map?
No housing is proposed as part of this Project.
h) Place within 100-year flood hazard area, structures which would impede or redirect flood flows?

The Project does not include any structures that could impede or redirect flood flows. The majority
of the Park consists of landscaping and a large turf playing field with some grade level hardscape.
While a small restroom building is proposed within the 100 year floodplain for San Jose Creek, this
small concrete building will not be impacted by flood flows, and it will not impact the flow of water
given its small size and the fact that it will be located nearly 300 feet from the top of the bank of San
Jose Creek. Water can move both through and over the landscaping, parking lot and turf playing
field. For these reasons, no significant impedance of flood waters during a flood event would result
from the proposed Project.
i)

Expose people or structures to a significant risk or loss, injury or death involving flooding,
including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam?

The proposed Project would not construct any significant structures with the exception of a small
restroom building, shade structures and playground equipment. During a flood event on San Jose
Creek, the Park will be closed to the public in the event of any flooding or prior to any anticipated
flooding. There are no levees or dams upstream from the Project area that could create flooding.
j)

Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

The proposed Project is not located in an area under threat of inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mud
flow. The Hollister/Kellogg Park site is located approximately one mile from the Pacific Ocean and
is at an elevation of approximately 40 feet. The Project site is located outside the General Plan’s
designated tsunami hazard area so the potential for hazards associated with tsunamis is minimal.
Although the Park site and Multi-Use Path are located near San Jose Creek, the area is not
surrounded by steep slopes in a condition that would likely result in inundation by mudflow. Lastly,
a seiche is unlikely since the Project site is not located near a water body large enough to produce
such an event.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area or creek path at
the proposed site. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity in its current condition.
Because the No Project alternative would not disturb the site, there is no potential for impacts to
water quality or exposure of people to flood hazards.
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San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
Any future bike path is not likely to alter the existing drainage pattern or affect the course of San
Jose Creek. The minimal amount of impervious surface associated with a bike path would also not
significantly alter runoff patterns within the existing corridor. Construction activities associated with
installation of a future bike path segment could cause a temporary increase in on-site erosion or
potential water quality impacts from leakage of oil or similar solvents from equipment. However,
significant construction water quality impacts can be reduced to an insignificant level through the
requirement of water quality protection measures. Such measures are typically required as part of a
General Construction Storm Water Permit in association with requirements set forth in the City’s
Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) and the General Plan. The SWMP and the General Plan
also require Best Management Practices (BMPs) to be used when designing and planning City
Projects regardless of the area of disturbance. Adherence to these requirements should mitigate
impacts associated with construction of this future bike path segment. Additional analysis will be
conducted once this project is designed and an alignment has been selected.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
WQ-1: A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Storm Water Permit or Exemption shall
be obtained from the California Regional Water Quality Control Board.
Plan Requirements and Timing: The required permit or exemption shall be obtained from the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board prior to initiation of any grading.
Monitoring: City staff shall verify compliance with this measure prior to approval of grading plans.
WQ-2: A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) covering all phases of grading
operations shall be prepared by a licensed civil engineer and shall incorporate all appropriate Best
Management Practices (BMPs) necessary to mitigate short-term construction impacts. The plan may
include, but is not limited to, the following BMPs:
a) Temporary berms and sedimentation traps (such as silt fencing, straw bales, and sand
bags); the BMPs shall be placed at the base of all cut/fill slopes and soil stockpile areas
where potential erosion may occur and shall be maintained to ensure effectiveness; the
sedimentation basins and traps shall be cleaned periodically and the silt shall be removed
and disposed of in a location approved by the City;
b) Non-paved areas shall be revegetated or restored (i.e. geotextile binding fabrics)
immediately after grading and installation of utilities, to minimize erosion and to reestablish soil structure and fertility; revegetation shall include drought-resistant, fastgrowing vegetation that would quickly stabilize exposed ground surfaces; alternative
materials rather than reseeding (e.g., gravel) may be used, subject to review and approval
by Planning and Environmental Services and Community Services;
c) Runoff shall not be directed across exposed slopes; all surface runoff shall be conveyed in
accordance with the approved drainage plans;
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d) To prevent fertilizer and pesticide runoff from affecting water quality in San Jose Creek,
all drainage from the lawn, landscape and parking areas should be directed to bioswales,
or other vegetated areas outside of the riparian corridor, for passive treatment;
e) Energy dissipaters or similar devices shall be installed at the end of drainpipe outlets to
minimize erosion during storm events;
f) Grading shall occur during the dry season (April 15th to November 1st) unless a City
approved erosion control plan is in place and all erosion control measures are in effect;
erosion control measures shall be identified on an erosion control plan and shall prevent
runoff, erosion, and siltation; all exposed graded surfaces shall be reseeded with ground
cover vegetation to minimize erosion; graded surfaces shall be reseeded within four (4)
weeks of grading completion, with the exception of surfaces graded for the placement of
structures; these surfaces shall be reseeded if construction of structures does not
commence within four (4) weeks of grading completion.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in the plan specifications for this
Project prior to the Project being approved for grading.
Monitoring: City staff shall review the Contractor’s Water Pollution Control Plan and SWPPP to
verify compliance with this measure. In addition, City staff shall perform periodic inspections to
verify compliance with this measure. Increased inspections should be conducted when rain is in the
forecast.
WQ-3: A final drainage/stormwater quality protection plan consistent with the City’s Storm Water
Management Plan shall be prepared by a licensed civil engineer. The plan may include, but is not
limited to, the following Best Management Practices (BMPs):
a) A final drainage analysis that provides final estimates on pre/post development
stormwater runoff volumes, required storage capacity, and specifications on al elements
of the drainage control system;
b) Regular maintenance and cleaning of catch basins and detention basins;
c) Routine cleaning of streets, parking lots, and storm drains;
d) Stenciling of all storm drain inlets to discourage dumping by informing the public that
water flows to the ocean;
e) Development of an integrated pest management program for landscaped areas of the
Project, emphasizing the use of biological, physical, and cultural controls rather than
chemical controls;
f) Provision of educational flyers to residents/commercial tenants regarding proper disposal
of hazardous water and automotive waste; and
g) Provision of trash storage/material storage areas that are covered by a roof and protected
from surface runoff.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in the plan specifications for this
Project prior to the Project being approved for grading.
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Monitoring: City staff shall perform periodic inspections during construction to verify compliance
with this measure.
WQ-4: Stormwater runoff shall be detained on the Project site in a manner that ensures that the rate
of offsite discharge for the post-developed condition does not exceed that for the pre-development
condition. The drainage plan shall be prepared by a licensed engineer and shall include provisions for
the onsite detention of stormwater runoff so as to prevent the post-development rate of stormwater
discharge offsite from exceeding the pre-development condition. The required stormwater detention
plan shall include a drainage study with flood routing calculations, prepared by a licensed engineer
that demonstrates the adequacy of the proposed stormwater detention improvements.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be incorporated into the plans for this Project.
City staff shall review the drainage plans for this Project and verify that this measure has been met
prior to it being approved for advertising and bidding.
Monitoring: City staff shall verify that this measure has been incorporated into the final design plans
for this Project.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to water quality resources would occur as a result of the construction and
operation of the proposed Project.
14.10 Land Use & Planning

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

a) Physically divide an established community?
b)

Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the Project
(including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan,
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

c)

Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or
natural community conservation plan?

Existing Setting
The City of Goleta General Plan land use designations for the Park site are Multiple Family and Old
Town Commercial. The Open Space Element of the General Plan and the Park and Recreation Plan
Map specifically identify a planned neighborhood park on or in the immediate vicinity of the Project
site. The Open Space element of the General Plan also specifically identifies the need for a
neighborhood park in the Goleta Old Town Area. The area along San Jose Creek is designated as an
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA) in the Conservation Element of the General Plan.
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Allowed uses within ESHAs include public accessways and trails. In addition, Figure 7-5 Pedestrian
System Plan of the Transportation Element shows a planned trail along San Jose Creek in the
location of the Project, and Figure 7-6 Bikeways Plan Map shows a planned Class I bike path along
San Jose Creek through the Project area.
In May 2011, the City’s Planning Commission made a finding of General Plan consistency for the
acquisition of the property by the City with the intended use as a future park site. As part of this
Project, a General Plan amendment is being proposed to change the subject 3.98-acre Park site to
Open Space/Active Recreation.
The Project vicinity contains a range of commercial, residential, and vacant land use/zoning
designations. Zoning to the north and west is Design Residential. To the east is San Jose Creek and
on the other side of the creek the zoning is Design Residential, and to the south is C-2 Retail
Commercial. The Project parcel is zoned Design Residential and C-2 Retail Commercial (southerly
80 feet (0.67 acre) or so). The DR zoning district allows public parks as a permitted use. However,
part of the Project includes a rezone to the REC Recreation zoning district which allows parks, open
space and recreation facilities such as those proposed. The Project is not in the Coastal Zone.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant Land Use and Planning impact would be expected to occur if the proposed Project
resulted in any adverse impacts noted in the checklist above.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Physically divide an established community?
The proposed Project does not have the potential to physically divide an established community.
The proposed Project provides much needed neighborhood recreational opportunities for an existing
community that has been specifically identified by the City of Goleta as being underserved.
b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction
over the Project (including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan, local coastal
program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?
The proposed Project is consistent with current zoning for the site (Design Residential) which
specifically identifies public parks, public playgrounds, and community centers as Permitted Uses
(Sec 35-222.4). The C-2 district which runs along the south end of the site (a narrow section), allows
public service structures (e.g. restrooms) as well as automobile parking lots where these facilities are
planned. Despite the ability to develop the park and bike path under the existing zoning, the City is
processing a General Plan amendment and rezone to take the applicable land use designation and
zoning to more appropriate designations of Open Space/Active Recreation and REC Recreation
zoning.
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The proposed path along San Jose Creek is consistent with uses allowed in ESHA corridors
according to the Conservation Element of the General Plan, and is consistent with the General Plan
Transportation Element, Figures 7-5 and 7-6 which call for a planned trail and Class I bike path
along San Jose Creek.
The proposed park Project is consistent with the General Plan for the City of Goleta and with the
Open Space Element, which specifically identifies a neighborhood park at the Project site in the list
of Existing and Planned Parks and Open Space Areas (Table 3 of the Open Space Element) and on
the Park and Recreation Plan Map (Figure 3-2 of the General Plan). Although the Conservation
Element specifies a streamside protection area buffer of 100 feet, it does allow for the City to reduce
this buffer, but in no case shall the buffer be less than 25 feet. The Project provides a streamside
protection buffer of 25-50 feet of native habitat from the edge of the riparian area. Given the type of
site development which consists predominantly of landscaped open space, this buffer is considered
sufficient to protect the biological integrity of the creek and its associated riparian habitat. Part of the
Project includes enhancement of the currently degraded riparian area with native plantings.
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation plan?
The proposed Project does not conflict with any habitat conservation plan or natural community
conservation plan. The Project is consistent with the San Jose Creek Watershed Management Plan as
it minimizes the use of impervious surfaces and avoids disturbance to the existing riparian buffer of
San Jose Creek. As indicated above, the Project provides a streamside protection buffer of 25-50
feet of native habitat from the edge of the riparian area. Given the type of site development which
consists predominantly of landscaped open space, this buffer is considered sufficient to protect the
biological integrity of the creek and its associated riparian habitat. Part of the Project includes
enhancement of the currently degraded riparian area with native plantings.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a creekside path. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity in its
current condition. The Project parcel would remain undeveloped and this opportunity to provide
needed neighborhood recreational opportunities and creekside access, consistent with the General
Plan Open Space Element, would be missed.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
This segment of San Jose Creek is also designated as an Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area
(ESHA) in the Conservation Element of the General Plan. As noted above, allowed uses within
ESHAs include public access ways and trails. In addition, Figure 7-5 Pedestrian System Plan of the
Transportation Element also shows a planned trail along San Jose Creek in this location, and Figure
7-6 Bikeways Plan Map shows a planned Class I bike path along San Jose Creek through this
segment as well. For these reasons, future extension of the bike path through this segment would be
considered consistent with applicable land use planning documents for the City.
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Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
Since the Project is consistent with Land Use Plans, Zoning Ordinances, and Community Plans, there
would be no impact and no mitigation measures are required.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to Land Use and Planning would occur as a result of the construction and
operation of the proposed Project.
14.11 Mineral Resources

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:
a)

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the
state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general
plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

Existing Setting
The existing site is not a known source for minerals of any importance or value to the region and the
residents of the state. The proposed Project area is merely a small urban parcel that was historically
used for agriculture but which has remained fallow for several years.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact with regard to mineral resources would be expected to occur if the proposed
Project resulted in any of the impacts noted in the associated checklist.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region

and the residents of the state? No.
The proposed Project would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource since
none exist within the proposed Project area. No impacts would occur.
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site delineated

on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? No.
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The Project site is not designated or delineated as a locally important mineral resource in the Goleta
General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan. No impacts would occur.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a creekside bike path. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity
in its current condition. Because no mineral resources exist on the site, no impacts associated with
them would occur.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
As noted above, this segment of the San Jose Creek corridor is not designated or delineated as a
locally important mineral resource area in the Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan.
Therefore, no impacts would be expected to occur.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
No measures are proposed or required.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to mineral resources would occur as a result of the construction and operation of
the proposed Project.
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14.12 Noise
Would the Project:
a)

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Expose persons to or generate noise levels in excess of
standards established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

b) Expose persons to or generate excessive ground borne
vibration or ground borne noise levels?
c)

Result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the Project vicinity above levels existing without
the Project?

d) Result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in
ambient noise levels in the Project vicinity above levels
existing without the Project?
e)

For a Project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of
a public airport or public use airport, would the Project
expose people residing or working in the Project area to
excessive noise levels?

f)

For a Project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would
the Project expose people residing or working in the Project
area to excessive noise levels?

Existing Setting
The proposed Project to construct a neighborhood park and creekside bike path is located in Old
Town Goleta, in an area of mixed land uses, including residential, commercial, and industrial. The
proposed Project site is surrounded by multiple family residential and commercial land uses and by
San Jose Creek on the east side.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact related to noise would be expected if the proposed Project resulted in substantial
impacts to any of the items in the associated checklist. Additional thresholds are contained in the
City’s Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual. The City has adopted an exterior threshold
of 65 dB CNEL and an interior threshold of 45 dB CNEL as the limits by which a significant impact
would result if these levels were exceeded at a sensitive receptor location as a result of a proposed
Project.
The City of Goleta addresses potential noise impacts and solutions that address existing and
foreseeable noise problems in the Noise Element of the General Plan. The Plan fulfills the
requirement of California Government Code Section 65302(f) that seeks to “…minimize the
exposure of community residents to excessive noise.”
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The General Plan has established Noise and Land Use Compatibility Criteria (Criteria) for varying
land uses. The Criteria are based on the Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) dBA Scale.
The City’s General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan defines dBA as the sound level in decibels as
measured on a sound level meter using the A-weighting filter network. The A-weighting filter
deemphasizes the very low and the very high frequency components of sound in a manner similar to
the response of the human ear, and it gives good correlation with subjective reactions to noise.
According to the Criteria, a normally acceptable range for a playground and neighborhood park
would be 50 to 70 dBA CNEL. The surrounding mix of urban land uses also fall into the 50 to 70
CNEL range.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Expose persons to or generate noise levels in excess of standards established in the local general
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? No.
According to the City of Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan, noise levels nearby the Project
site include the Old Town Residential Area which has a measured noise level of 60.7 dBA and the
Goleta Valley Community Center property which has a dBA of 62.3. Acceptable noise levels for
outdoor neighborhood parks and playgrounds is up to 70 dBA. The proposed park is expected to
generate similar noise levels and will not be open during nighttime hours when there is greater
sensitivity to noise from sensitive receptors.
b) Expose persons to or generate excessive ground borne vibration or ground borne noise levels?
Vibratory or impact pile driving is not required or expected for the construction of this Project.
Ground borne vibration and noise is not anticipated and therefore no impacts resulting from these
activities would result.
c) Result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the Project vicinity above
levels existing without the Project?
The proposed Project has been designed to serve residents of the immediate neighborhood and it is
expected that visitors would arrive on foot or bicycle primarily. Features that may draw people from
outside the neighborhood, such as barbecues, restrooms, or picnic tables, have been concentrated
along the southerly border of the site, adjacent to commercial uses and away from residential uses.
Minor noise impacts that may be generated by use of the parking lot, skate park element, basketball
and handball courts are likewise concentrated along the southerly half of the site and away from
residential uses that adjoin the site to the north. In addition, fencing and vegetative screening is
proposed along the upper boundary of the parcel closest to adjoining residences. Therefore, the
Project design has minimized potential nuisance type noise impacts to the adjacent residential units.
Furthermore, the park is intended to operate as a day use recreational facility so no activity will be
occurring during late evening/night or early morning sensitive noise hours. The bike path is not
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expected to generate significant noise levels since it will be designed for use by pedestrians and nonmotorized transportation.
d) Result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the Project
vicinity above levels existing without the Project?
The General Plan places restriction on noise generating construction activities near or adjacent to
residential buildings and neighborhoods. Several residences are within 300 feet of the proposed
Project. The amount of increased noise during construction varies with the types and models of
equipment used and the distance residences are from active work areas.
The Project will result in a temporary increase in ambient noise levels during construction activities.
Although these would be short term and would occur only during the daylight hours when residents
are awake and ambient noise levels greater, these increases could be a nuisance. Therefore,
mitigation measures are recommended to minimize construction related noise impacts to the
immediate adjacent residences.
e) For a Project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the Project expose
people residing or working in the Project area to excessive noise levels?
The Project site lies within the area of influence of the Santa Barbara County Municipal Airport
Land Use Plan; however, the Project site is located outside of the 60-70 dBA noise contours where
noise impacts are the greatest. Although there may be occasional aircraft overflights, these would
occur at relatively high altitudes where noise generation would be expected to be less than 60 dBA.
Therefore, the occasional noise intrusions for users of the Park and Multi-Use Path from the airport
operations are considered less than significant.
f) For a Project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the Project expose people residing
or working in the Project area to excessive noise levels?
There are no private airports or airstrips in the vicinity of the Project site; therefore, there would be
no impacts to people using the proposed park.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a creekside bike path. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity
in its current condition. Although less than significant, the temporary construction related noise
impacts that would result from the proposed Project would not result with the selection of the No
Project alternative. However, the Project objectives of providing the neighborhood with a park and
bike path would not be met under the No Project Alternative.
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San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
Bike paths by their nature do not typically generate significant long-term noise levels since they are
intended for use by pedestrians and non-motorized transportation. There may be a temporary, shortterm impacts creating an increase in ambient noise levels during construction activities for
installation of the path. Although these would be short term and would occur only during the
daylight hours when nearby residents are awake and ambient noise levels greater, these increases
could be significant. However, mitigation measures are typically available to minimize construction
related noise impacts to a less than significant level.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
To minimize construction related noise impacts to the residents adjacent to the proposed Project area,
the following measures are required:
NOI-1: Construction activities shall be limited to Monday through Friday, between the hours of
8:00 am and 5:00 pm.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in all plan specifications for this
Project prior to initiation of grading.
Monitoring: City staff shall review and approve grading and construction plans to ensure this
measure is included and shall perform periodic site inspections to verify compliance with this
measure.
NOI-2: Construction equipment shall have properly maintained sound control devices and no
equipment shall have an unmuffled exhaust system.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in the specifications for this Project
prior to being approved for advertising and bidding.
Monitoring: City staff shall highlight this requirement with the Contractor during a pre-construction
meeting prior to the beginning of the job. In addition, City staff shall perform periodic inspections to
verify compliance.
NOI-3: Contractors shall implement appropriate additional noise mitigation measures including but
not limited to, changing the location of stationary construction equipment, shutting off idling
equipment, and installing acoustic barriers around significant sources of stationary construction
noise.
Plan Requirements and Timing: This measure shall be included in the specifications for this Project
prior to being approved for advertising and bidding.
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Monitoring: City staff shall highlight this requirement with the Contractor during a pre-construction
meeting prior to the beginning of the job. In addition, City staff shall perform periodic inspections to
verify compliance.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts associated with noise would occur as a result of the construction and operation
of the proposed Project.
14.13 Population & Housing
Would the Project:
a)

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?
c)

Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

Existing Setting
The proposed Hollister/Kellogg Park site lies within a mixed use area that is medium density
residential and commercial in nature; however, the Park site is currently vacant and the Multi-Use
Path is adjacent to an undeveloped open space corridor along San Jose Creek.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact to population and housing would be expected to occur if the Project will result
in affirmative responses to any of the CEQA checklist questions. There are no other adopted
thresholds in the area of Population and Housing.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing new
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?
The proposed park Project would convert an existing vacant weedy lot to a landscaped neighborhood
park and would construct a creekside bike path along San Jose Creek. Due to the small size of the
Park and limited size and scope of facilities provided there, it will not induce substantial population
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growth in the area. Furthermore, the construction of the Multi-Use Path would not directly or
indirectly induce population growth as it would not connect to a larger bike path network, but is at
this time intended to provide connectively between the existing Armitos Park located just to the
north, and the proposed Park.
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?
Because the Project site is vacant, the proposed Project would not displace any existing housing units
or necessitate the construction of replacement housing.
c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?
Because the Project site is vacant, the proposed Project would not require the displacement of any
people, or necessitate the construction of replacement housing.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park at the proposed site, nor would it
construct a creekside bike path. This alternative would leave the area in its current vacant condition.
No impact to Population or Housing would result with the No Project alternative.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
A future creekside bike path in this area would not directly or indirectly induce population growth
and would not displace any housing or residents as the corridor is a vacant riparian corridor.
Although it would provide a future connection to the north for bicyclists and pedestrians, the utility
of this connection would primarily be to provide existing residents with an alternative to vehicular
transportation to shopping and employment opportunities to the north along Calle Real.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
Since there are no impacts to population or housing, no avoidance, minimization or mitigation
measures are required.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to Population or Housing would occur as a result of the construction and
operation of the proposed Project.
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14.14 Public Services
Would the Project:
a)

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with
the provision of new or physically altered governmental
facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services:
i.

Fire protection?

ii.

Police protection?

iii.

Schools?

iv.

Parks?

v.

Other public facilities?

Existing Setting
The Park site and proposed Multi-Use Path along San Jose Creek are in the Old Town area of the
City of Goleta. Police protection is provided by the City of Goleta through a contract with the Santa
Barbara County Sheriff’s Department. Fire protection for the Project area is currently provided by
the County of Santa Barbara. No schools are located in the Project area and the closest existing park
facilities are the “pocket park” on Nectarine Avenue, approximately 5 blocks west of the proposed
park, and a small playground (Armitos Park) located approximately one block to the north.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact on Public Services would be expected to occur if the Project will result in
affirmative responses to any of the CEQA checklist questions. There are no other adopted thresholds
in the area of Public Services.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order
to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any
of the public services: i. Fire Protection; ii. Police Protection; iii. Schools; iv. Parks; or v.
Other Public Facilities?
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The proposed Park Project would convert an existing vacant weedy lot to a landscaped neighborhood
park. The County of Santa Barbara currently provides police and fire protection for the site. The
proposed Park site is not located near existing schools or other public facilities. The construction of
the Park at the Project site and the Multi-Use Path would not physically impact existing police and
fire protection services, schools, parks or other public services in the Project area. Due to the small
size of the Park and limited amenities it will offer, it is expected to serve the neighborhood and not
attract large numbers of people such as with a regional park. Fire hydrants will be provided in the
Park as required by the County Fire Department. The proposed Park and the Multi-Use Path would
not result in the need for an increased capacity, amount, or requirement for police or fire protection
services, schools, parks, or other public services. The maintenance of the Park would be folded into
the existing park maintenance schedule of the City Public Works Department which has adequate
staffing to maintain the Park.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park at the proposed site, nor would it
construct a path along San Jose Creek. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity in its
current condition. No impact to existing public services would occur with the no Project alternative.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
The construction of a creekside bike path would not physically impact existing police and fire
protection services, schools, parks or other public services in the Project area. The future bike path is
also not likely to result in the need for an increased capacity, amount, or requirement for police or
fire protection services, schools, parks, or other public services. Although it would provide a future
connection to the north for bicyclists and pedestrians, the utility of this connection would primarily
be to provide existing residents with an alternative to vehicular transportation to shopping and
employment opportunities to the north along Calle Real and so would not create a demand for
additional public services. The maintenance of the future bike path segment is expected to be folded
into the maintenance schedule of the City Public Works Department.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
No avoidance, minimization or mitigation measures are required.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to public services would occur as a result of the construction and operation of
the proposed Project.
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14.15 Recreation
Would the Project:
a)

Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks
or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b)

Include recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities, which might have an
adverse physical effect on the environment?

Potentially
Significant
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Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
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Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Existing Setting
The City of Goleta has 17 public parks, four private parks and open space areas, and 18 public open
space areas comprising approximately 525 acres or 17 acres per 1,000 residents (City of Goleta
General Plan-Open Space Element). The greatest portion of the total acreage (363 acres) provides
passive recreational opportunities associated with the three City-owned open space reserves
(Sperling Reserve, Santa Barbara Shores Park, and Lake Los Carneros Natural and Historic
Preserve) and the portions (40%) of Goleta’s 2 miles of Pacific shoreline that are in public
ownership. Areas available for active recreation are less abundant with only 3 acres per 1,000
residents. The City has one recreation center, Goleta Valley Community Center, but it is insufficient
to meet the active recreation needs of the City. The need for additional active recreational
opportunities, particularly in the Old Town Area, is well documented in the Goleta General Plan
Open Space Element and the Old Town Revitalization Plan for the City.
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact on Recreation would be expected to occur if the proposed Project resulted in the
substantial adverse impacts as noted in the checklist above.
Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?
The creation of the new Park and Multi-Use Path will provide additional active recreational
opportunities in the Goleta Old Town area and address the underserved recreational needs identified
in the General Plan’s Open Space Element. This is expected to have the positive benefit of
decreasing the use of other City parks and recreational facilities which will thereby decelerate their
deterioration.
b) Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities,
which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?
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The Project consists of new recreational facilities and will not require the construction or expansion
of additional recreational facilities beyond what is proposed as part of the Project. This Initial Study
Checklists analyzes the Project’s effects on the environment, and based on this analysis, the proposed
Project would not result in adverse physical effects on the environment that cannot be mitigated to a
less than significant level. Potential adverse physical effects are discussed in detail within each
topical category of this document.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a path along San Jose Creek. This alternative would leave the area and
vicinity in its current condition. No impact would occur to Recreation resources from the No Project
alternative.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
This future bike path segment would be consistent with the Transportation Element of the General
Plan which calls for a trail and Class I bike path along San Jose Creek. Construction of the path is
not expected to increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated.
Although use of the proposed Park may increase after this path segment is constructed because
people living north of Highway 101 would then have access to bike and walk to the proposed Park,
there would likely be corresponding decrease in the use of other City recreational facilities.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
The proposed Project would have a beneficial impact on recreational facilities and opportunities in
the City of Goleta. No avoidance, minimization or mitigation measures are required.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to recreational facilities would occur as a result of the construction and operation
of the proposed Project.
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14.16 Transportation & Traffic
Would the Project:
a)

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in relation to
the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system (i.e.
result in a substantial increase in either the number of vehicle
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at
intersections?

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service
standard established by the county congestion management
agency for designated roads or highways?
c)

Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an
increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in
substantial safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g.,
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses
(e.g., farm equipment)?
e) Result in inadequate emergency access?
f)

Result in inadequate parking capacity?

g)

Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting
alternative transportation (e.g. bus turnouts, bicycle racks)?

Existing Setting
The proposed Project area is adjacent to Hollister/Kellogg Avenue, a dead-end street that serves
multi-family residents, a planned development, the Housing Authority offices and residential
complex, industrial uses to the far north end, and the vacant parcel that is proposed for the
construction of the park. Kellogg Avenue connects to Hollister Avenue to the south, a major
thoroughfare for the entire City of Goleta including the Old Town area. State Routes 217 and
Highway 101 are also in the vicinity of the proposed Project area.
Traffic on Kellogg Avenue is moderate to light with the primary traffic coming from residents in the
mornings leaving for work and in the afternoons when returning. There is also some heavy truck
traffic during business hours associated with the industrial uses to the north. Parking is available on
both sides of the street on Kellogg Avenue and during site visits for Project studies, some parking
was generally available. Most uses in the area have off-street parking available to them. Because of
the higher density of multi-family housing along Kellogg Avenue, on-street parking is typically
heavier and less available in the evening and early morning hours when most people are home. This
demand for on-street parking is not expected to conflict with parking needs for the Park which
includes a parking lot in the design and operates during hours when most people are away at work.
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Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact on Transportation Resources would be expected to occur if the proposed Project
resulted in significant impacts to any of the questions in the associated checklist.
Additional thresholds are contained in the City’s Environmental Thresholds & Guidelines Manual.
A significant impact occurs when:
·
·
·
·

The addition of Project traffic to an intersection substantially degrades the level of service for
that intersection; or,
Project access to a major road or arterial road would require a new driveway that would
create an unsafe situation, a new traffic signal, or major revisions to an existing traffic signal;
or,
Project adds traffic to a roadway that has substandard design features, which would be
incompatible with substantial increases in traffic resulting in a safety problem; or,
Project traffic would utilize a substantial portion of an intersections capacity that is currently
operating at acceptable levels of service but that with cumulative traffic would degrade to or
approach a substandard level of service.

Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
The proposed Project was designed to be a neighborhood park predominantly for the residents living
in the area who would largely walk or bike to the site. The proposed creek path is designed to
accommodate only pedestrians or bicyclists. Although some parking is proposed with this Project, it
is not expected that residents who would need to drive to the park would do so in high volumes. The
proposed Project is not intended to serve as a regional or community park that more commonly
draws higher volumes of people.
A traffic analysis of the proposed Project was performed by Jim Beiga, the City’s contract traffic
engineer consultant. Based on his analysis, Mr. Biega prepared the following summary report:
“The traffic analysis for the proposed Kellogg Park is based on the development of a 4 acre
City Park. Existing plus Project Conditions, Cumulative plus Project Conditions, and General
Plan Buildout Conditions were reviewed in order to determine potential traffic impacts:
Kellogg Park Site Trip Generation - Project site trip generation estimates were prepared
based on trip generation rates by land use in the City Traffic Model and in the ITE Trip
Generation Manual, 8th Edition. The estimated Kellogg Park Site trip generation is available
upon request. It is estimated that trip generation associated with the proposed park will be
minimal with 0.0 AM peak hour trips, 1.3 PM peak hour trips, and 6.4 average daily trips. It
is also estimated that trip generation mode share will mostly include pedestrians and bicycles.

97

City of Goleta
Final Initial Study
Hollister/Kellogg Park & Multi-Use Path
August 13, 2013

Kellogg Park Site Trip Distribution - Project site trip distribution estimates were developed
by considering the trip distribution patterns of similar city parks that primarily serve local
neighborhoods. Project trip distribution assumptions were as follows:
50% to/from the Old Town Neighborhood north of Hollister Avenue
25% to/from the west on Hollister Avenue
25% to/from the east on Hollister Avenue
Kellogg Park Site Trip Assignment - Since the proposed Kellogg Park trip generation is
minimal, and the park will primarily serve local neighborhoods, it is estimated that the
Project trip assignment will also be minimal, with the following PM peak hour estimates:
0.7 trips to/from the Old Town Neighborhood north of Hollister Avenue
0.3 trips to/from the west on Hollister Avenue
0.3 trips to/from the east on Hollister Avenue
Project Specific and Cumulative Impacts - Potential Project specific and cumulative impacts
were estimated by reviewing existing and cumulative intersection level of service conditions
at nearby intersections (based on traffic evaluations conducted for nearby Projects), by
estimating the amount of Project traffic that would use the nearby intersections (based on the
estimated Project trip generation and trip distribution), and by considering the City’s traffic
impact thresholds in conjunction with the estimated Project traffic that would use the nearby
intersections. Based on this traffic evaluation, it is estimated that the land uses for the
proposed park will not cause any Project-specific significant traffic impacts. For mitigation of
cumulative impacts, the Project would be required to contribute to its fair share of the GTIP
traffic impact fee if applicable.
General Plan Buildout Impacts - Potential General Plan buildout impacts for the proposed
park were estimated by comparing current General Plan land use trip generation to proposed
Project site land use trip generation. This comparison of current General Plan land use trip
generation (3 acre City Park with 1 acre of residential at 10 units per acre) to proposed
Project site land use trip generation (4 acre City Park) is available upon request. The
calculated General Plan Land Use Trip Generation Comparison shows that the current
General Plan land use trip generation is more than the proposed Project land use trip
generation. Therefore, it is estimated that the proposed park will not cause any General Plan
buildout impacts.”
a) Cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and
capacity of the street system (i.e. result in a substantial increase in either the number of vehicle
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections?
The proposed Park has been designed as a neighborhood park to promote use by the residents in the
immediate area. It will contain ample bicycle racks and access to the park is anticipated to be
predominantly by foot and bicycle. The proposed Park is not intended to serve as a regional or
community park that more commonly draws higher volumes of people. Likewise, construction of the
Multi-Use Path is intended to provide access to the Park by foot and bike, thereby reducing vehicular
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trips that would cause an increase in traffic. Because the Park would be accessed mainly by foot or
bicycle, no substantial increase in vehicle trips in the immediate area is anticipated and it is expected
that there would be no measurable decrease in level of service at any of the intersections in the
vicinity of the proposed Project. Furthermore, the traffic analysis conducted by the City’s traffic
consultant, Mr. Jim Biega estimated that trip generation associated with the proposed park will be
minimal with 0.0 AM peak hour trips, 1.3 PM peak hour trips and 6.4 average daily trips. Therefore,
Mr. Biega’s analysis concluded that the proposed Park will not cause any Project-specific significant
traffic impacts.
b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard established by the county
congestion management agency for designated roads or highways?
As indicated in the above response, because the Park has been designed as a small neighborhood
park to serve the surrounding neighborhood, thereby attracting users primarily by foot and by
bicycle, the Project is not expected to generate new vehicular traffic to the extent that it would
individually or cumulatively cause levels of services of area roadways to be exceeded.
c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic levels or a change
in location that results in substantial safety risks?
The proposed Project is a neighborhood park and would have no influence on nor result in a change
in any air traffic patterns that would result in a safety risk. The Park site is located outside of the
Santa Barbara Airport’s safety zones and approach corridors. Because the proposed Multi-Use Path
would end just south of the Park site at Hollister Avenue, its construction would not create
substantial safety risks for users.
d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?
The proposed Project does not involve any changes to Kellogg Avenue and would not result in any
incompatible uses with those streets used to access the proposed Park. There are sidewalks on
Kellogg and Hollister Avenues and it is expected that those would be the main facilities used to
access the proposed Project. Users of the Multi-Use Path would have multiple points of ingress and
egress to the Park and would have the benefit of existing signalized intersections along Hollister
Avenue.
e) Result in inadequate emergency access?
The proposed Project would likely enhance emergency access to the parcel where the Park would be
built. Currently, the parcel is a fenced vacant lot with no defined access. By building pedestrian and
vehicle access to the Park, the entire parcel would have improved access for emergency personnel to
bring in an ambulance, stretcher or other equipment needed to help evacuate someone who might be
injured or need medical assistance while on the parcel.
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f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?
The proposed Park would not result in inadequate parking capacity as a parking area will be provided
for park users who must travel there by vehicle. During staff’s field visit to the Project site there was
also available parking on the street in the vicinity of the proposed Park site. Most users are expected
to access the neighborhood park by foot or bicycle so vehicular parking would not be needed for the
majority of users. In addition, the Park will be day-use only and will not conflict with the on-street
parking demands from nearby residential uses which tend to peak in the evening and night-time
hours when the Park will be closed.
g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation (e.g. bus
turnouts, bicycle racks)?
The proposed Project would not conflict with any adopted policies or programs supporting
alternative transportation. The Project would not change any of the transportation infrastructure in
the immediate area nor increase the demand on any of the intersections or streets in the area. A
sidewalk is already present on Kellogg Avenue and the proposed Multi-Use Path will provide
additional access for bicyclists and pedestrians. It is expected that most users will bike or walk to the
Park using the existing sidewalks or proposed Multi-Use Path. The proposed Multi-Use Path is also
consistent with the Transportation Element of the General Plan which calls for a pedestrian trail and
Class I bike path along San Jose Creek.
No Project Alternative
The no Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site, nor would it construct a creekside path. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity in its
current condition. Because no changes would occur to the existing condition, there would be no
impact to Transportation or Traffic from the no Project alternative.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
Any future bike path will be a Class I path that will be designed to accommodate only pedestrians or
bicyclists. Given the nature of the facility, it will not generate vehicle traffic and will not degrade the
level of service of area intersections. There could be some increase in traffic related hazards once
bicyclists reach Calle Real. Future design of this facility will address potential hazards with the goal
of getting bicyclists safely integrated into the traffic pattern to the north and if possible, under Calle
Real to safety connect them to the existing Class I path that begins in that location.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
The proposed Project would not result in any impacts to the transportation infrastructure or traffic in
the area. No avoidance, minimization or mitigation measures are required.
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Residual Impact
No residual impacts to transportation facilities or traffic would occur as a result of the construction
and operation of the proposed Project.
14.17 Utilities & Service Systems

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the Project:
a)

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable
Regional Water Quality Control Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?
c)

Require or result in the construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the Project
from existing entitlements and resources, or are new or
expanded entitlements needed?
e)

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider, which serves or may serve the Project that it has
adequate capacity to serve the Project’s Projected demand in
addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

f)

Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to
accommodate the Project’s solid waste disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations
related to solid waste?

Existing Setting
Wastewater Treatment
The Goleta West Sanitary District (GWSD) provides sewer service in the project area. Sewage
travels along gravity fed collection sewers to a main trunk line. The trunk line terminates at the
GWSD pump house located on the UCSB campus Lot 32, at which point the waste is transferred via
a pressurized line running parallel to the Santa Barbara Airport, to the Goleta Sanitary District’s
(GSD) treatment plant located on William Moffet Place next to the Santa Barbara Municipal Airport.
Treatment of wastewater collected by GWSD is provided through a contract with the Goleta Sanitary
District (GSD). The GSD treatment plant has a capacity of 9.7 million gallons per day (based on
average daily flow) but is currently limited to a permitted discharge of 7.64 million gallons per day.
GWSD is allocated 40.78% of the capacity at the sewage treatment plant, which equates to about
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3.12 million gallons per day (mgd). GWSD currently generates approximately 1.71 mgd of sewage
that is treated at the GSD plant, resulting in about 1.41 mgd of remaining capacity in the GWSD’s
existing system (City of Goleta; September 2006).
Water Supply
The Goleta Water District (GWD) is the water purveyor for the City of Goleta. The GWD currently
has four sources of water: 1) surface water from the Lake Cachuma Project (9,322 acre feet/year or
AFY); 2) surface water from the State Water Project (4,500 AFY); 3) ground water from the Goleta
groundwater basin (2,350 AFY); and 4) recycled water (up to 3,000 AFY) (Goleta Water District;
Water Supply Assessment, City of Goleta Proposed Amended General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan,
May 22, 2008). These sources delivered a yearly average (2002 to 2007) of 13,992 AFY to the GWD
and together are expected to be able to provide approximately 16,572 Acre Feet per Year (AFY) to
the GWD through the year 2030 (Goleta Water District; May 22, 2008).
Landfill Capacity and Solid Waste
The Santa Barbara County Public Works Department owns and operates the Tajiguas Landfill as
well as the South Coast Recycling and Transfer Station. The management of solid waste by the
Department includes collection, recycling, disposal, and mitigation for illegal dumping. Within the
City, collection services are provided by Marborg Industries. Waste generated in the City is handled
at the South Coast Recycling and Transfer Station where recyclable and organic materials are sorted
out. The remaining solid waste is disposed of at the Tajiguas Landfill. The 80-acre Tajiguas Landfill,
located 26 miles west of Santa Barbara, has a permitted capacity of 23.3 million cubic yards and is
permitted to operate through 2020. The South Coast recycling and Transfer Station processes 550
tons of waste per day (City of Goleta; September 2006).
Drainage Facilities
Drainage/runoss from the Park site sheet flows across the site in multiple directions to storm
drainage facilities along Kellogg Avenue and to San Jose Creek .
Thresholds of Significance
A significant impact to utilities and service systems would be expected to occur if the proposed
Project resulted in significant impacts to any of the questions in the associated checklist.
Additional measures are outlined in the City’s adopted Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines
Manual that establish significance thresholds for water supply impacts on the groundwater basin for
projects involving groundwater wells and impacts to the City’s solid waste stream. The thresholds
pertaining to groundwater wells are not relative as they do not apply to this Project (i.e. there is no
presence of groundwater wells). With regard to solid waste the project-related threshold of
significance is generation of 196 or more tons of waste per after reduction and recycling efforts.
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Project Specific Impacts
Proposed Project
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality Control
Board?
There is currently sewer service to the subject property that served two prior residences (now
demolished) and that currently serves a construction job trailer being used for a nearby capital
project. The Park includes a small restroom building, irrigation and water drinking fountains that
would require the treatment of wastewater, as well as water service. The site historically was served
by water service for the former agricultural crops, and for many years the former residences required
sewer and water service as noted above. It is anticipated that the Park will have similar needs as the
historical agricultural crop plants in terms of irrigation water. The restroom will require the City’s
wastewater treatment provider to treat additional waste.
The Goleta Sanitary District (GSD) currently provides sewer service to approximately 6,000
customers and would provide sewer service to the Project. GSD uses a “separate” sewer system. In
this type of system, the pipes used to transport the wastewater to the treatment plant carry only
wastewater. The Goleta wastewater treatment plant (GWWTP) has a current capacity of 9.7 million
gallons per day (MGPD) with a Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) permitted
treatment capacity of 7.64 MGPD. Current volumes are approximately 4.7 MGPD (Werner pers.
comm.). GSD’s GWWTP currently has adequate capacity to collect and treat project-related
increases in wastewater volumes. In addition, GSD maintains a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that
outlines a schedule for facility upgrades and repairs to meet existing and future demands.
Furthermore, in order to ensure adequate capacity in the future, prior to connecting the new facilities
the project must obtain a sewer connection permit and pay the required fee for the estimated
discharge. For these reasons, the project will not result in any significant impacts related to waste
water treatment.
b) Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental
effects?
As explained in the above response under subsection a), the Project would not trigger the need for
new water or wastewater facilities of the expansion of existing wastewater facilities. The site was
historically served by water service for former agricultural crops, and for many years two former
residences required sewer service to the site. Proposed landscaping for the Park is comparable to the
previous agricultural row crops and so it is anticipated that the Park use will have similar needs in
terms of irrigation water and therefore will not generate any significant impacts in this regard.
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c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects?
Santa Barbara County Flood Control maintains a system of storm drains that diverts large volumes of
water from rain into creeks without treatment (Goleta Sanitary District 2012).
Given the nature of the project, a public park, the site will largely remain in landscaped open space
with permeable ground cover as currently exists. Although the project improvements will generate
some runoff due to new impervious surfaces associated with hardscape such as the basketball court,
paved skateboard plaza, paved bike path and handball court, the parking lot has been designed with
permeable paving to minimize storm water runoff. What minimal runoff will be generated will be
directed into landscaped bioswales and retained or detained onsite so there will be no resulting net
increase in stormwater runoff. Therefore, the project will not generate a need for new stormwater
runoff facilities and there will be no significant impacts related to storm drainage facilities.
d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the Project from existing entitlements and
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed?
The proposed Project would require the use of water for the drinking water fountains, restroom and
irrigation for the lawn area and for the landscape plants surrounding the lawn. With the exception of
the turf playing field, the array of plants chosen for the surrounding area will be a mix that is mainly
native and drought tolerant. It is expected that after the plants have become established that only
minimal watering would be needed during the dry season. The lawn area would require irrigation
during the dry season in perpetuity to keep it healthy. This water demand is not expected to exceed
what was historically used on the site to serve previous agricultural row crops. It is expected that the
City’s water provider can accommodate this irrigation requirement.
e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider, which serves or may serve the
Project that it has adequate capacity to serve the Project’s Projected demand in addition to the
provider’s existing commitments?
Please see response under question a). In addition, prior to development of the Project, the City is
required to secure a “Can and Will Serve” letter from the Goleta Sanitary District to confirm the
wastewater treatment plant has adequate capacity to serve the Project.
f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the Project’s solid
waste disposal needs?
The proposed Project would include several garbage cans for disposal of refuse generated by park
and bike path users. Recycling containers will also be provided to encourage and facilitate waste
diversion so the Project is not expected to generate waste at a rate that would exceed the threshold of
196 tons of waste per year after recycling efforts.
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g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste?
The garbage and recyclables would be collected by the City on a regular basis as part of the
maintenance that would result from operation of this neighborhood park and bike path. All refuse
disposal will be handled in compliance with all federal, state, and local regulations related to solid
waste.
No Project Alternative
The No Project alternative would not build a neighborhood park and recreation area at the proposed
site nor would it construct a creekside bike path. This alternative would leave the area and vicinity
in its current condition and no impact to Utilities or Service Systems would result.
San Jose Creek Bike Path Middle Extent – Upper Segment (Armitos Avenue to Calle Real)
Future construction of this bike path segment would not be expected to impact utilities or service
systems. Although improvements associated with a future bike path will generate some runoff due to
new impervious surfaces associated with the paved path, runoff would be expected to be minimal
due to the relatively narrow width of the paved path. The path is likely to be designed with
landscaped shoulders that can collect what minimal amount of runoff might be created. By its nature,
the path will not require sewer or water utilities. Trash cans and recycling containers are typically
spaced in convenient locations to encourage path users to dispose of refuse and recycling materials
responsibly.
Required Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures
The proposed Project would not result in any impacts to utilities or service systems. No avoidance,
minimization or mitigation measures are required.
Residual Impact
No residual impacts to utilities or service systems would occur as a result of the construction and
operation of the proposed Project.
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14.18 Mandatory Findings of Significance

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

a) Does the Project have the potential to degrade the quality of
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of
rare or endangered plants or animals, or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?
b) Does the Project have the potential to achieve short-term
environmental goals to the disadvantage of long-term
environmental goals?
c) Does the Project have impacts that are individually limited,
but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable"
means that the incremental effects of a Project are
considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of
past Projects, the effects of other current Projects, and the
effects of probable future Projects.)
d) Does the Project have environmental effects, which will
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either
directly or indirectly?

a) Does the Project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or
restrict the range of rare or endangered plants or animals, or eliminate important examples of
the major periods of California history or prehistory?
As described in the discussion of Biological Resources, the Project site is an undeveloped lot that
currently supports a highly disturbed, isolated annual grassland community that is expected to
support only common wildlife species that adapt to urban fringes and small habitat patches.
Although no special status species were identified on the site visits by the biological consultant
retained for this study, implementation of the proposed Project does have the potential to result in
direct and/or indirect, significant adverse impacts to a number of special status animals, if present. In
addition, the proposed Project has potential to result in impacts to riparian vegetation on the west
bank of San Jose Creek and indirect impacts to water quality within San Jose Creek. The mitigation
measures set forth above will reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level.
As described in the discussion of Cultural Resources, a cultural resource survey of the Project site
found no evidence of prehistoric or historic resources. However, given the limited visibility of some
areas and the generally high sensitivity of the area to cultural resources, it is possible that
development of the Project could reveal the presence of previously undiscovered resources and
therefore result in potential impacts. The mitigation measures set forth above will reduce potential
impacts to a less than significant level.
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Petroleum fuels, oils, lubricants, solvents, and paints associated with typical construction activities
will likely be present during the construction of the proposed Project and could result in an
unforeseen impact to San Jose Creek should leakage(s) occur. The mitigation measures set forth
above will reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level.
Noise generating construction activities could create temporary impacts given that residences are
within 300 feet of the proposed Project. The amount of increased noise during construction varies
with the types and models of equipment used and the distance residences are from active work areas.
The mitigation measures detailed above will minimize construction related noise impacts to a less
than significant level.
The proposed construction activities could cause a temporary increase in on-site erosion. In addition,
storm water runoff from the Project could contain residues from fertilizers, pesticides or other
chemicals and/or petroleum products from the parking lot, thereby potentially affecting water quality
in San Jose Creek. The mitigation measures set forth above will reduce potential impacts to a less
than significant level.
b) Does the Project have the potential to achieve short-term environmental goals to the
disadvantage of long-term environmental goals?
No, there are no short-term environmental goals that are achieved at the disadvantage of long-term
goals. The proposed Project would replace an existing weedy fallow field with a relatively small
neighborhood park to provide active recreation for an underserved neighborhood in the City of
Goleta. The construction of the proposed Park would provide the short term goals of revegetating a
fallow field adjacent to San Jose Creek while providing long term goal of a neighborhood park for
the area and protection for the existing San Jose Creek riparian buffer and promoting adjacent active
recreational opportunities as called for in the City’s General Plan and the Old Town Revitalization
Plan.
c) Does the Project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a Project are considerable
when viewed in connection with the effects of past Projects, the effects of other current Projects,
and the effects of probable future Projects.)
Both NEPA and CEQA require the consideration of cumulative impacts for a proposed action or
Project. CEQA regulations (40 CFR 1508.7) implementing NEPA define a cumulative impact:
“Cumulative impact is the impact on the environment which results from the incremental
impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future
action regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other
action. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant
actions taking place over a period of time.”
CEQA Guidelines (Section 15355) state a similar definition of cumulative impact:
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“Cumulative impact refers to two or more individual effects which, when considered together,
are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts.
(a) The individual effects may be changes resulting from a single Project or a number of
separate Projects; and b) The cumulative impact from several Projects is the change in the
environment which results from the incremental impact of the Project when added to other
closely related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future Projects. Cumulative
impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant Projects taking place
over a period of time.”
This cumulative effects analysis includes an analysis of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
future actions. In order to understand the contribution of past actions to the cumulative effects of the
proposed action and alternatives, this analysis relies on current environmental conditions as a proxy
for the impacts of past actions. This is because existing conditions reflect the aggregate impact of all
prior human actions and natural events that have affected the environment and might contribute to
cumulative effects.
The limited impacts associated with construction of the neighborhood park and multi-use path are
not cumulatively considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past, current, and
probable future Projects. The potential adverse impacts identified above (Biological, Cultural
Resources, Air Quality, Hazards, Noise, and Water Quality discussion) will be avoided or minimized
to a less than significant level by mitigation measures that have been incorporated into the Project.
The proposed park and multi-use path are in the Goleta Old Town area. Another Project under
construction by the City of Goleta in the immediate vicinity is the San Jose Creek Capacity
Improvement Project. This Project proposes to increase the capacity of San Jose Creek downstream
from the Hollister/Kellogg Park Project site. The San Jose Creek Capacity Improvement Project has
the potential for adverse impacts to air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, hazards,
water quality, noise, and transportation. The City of Goleta has determined that with incorporated
mitigation measures, the proposed Project would not have a significant impact on any of these
resources and would not contribute to an impact that would be cumulatively considerable.
Considering the minor and temporary nature of the potential adverse impacts of the park, with
incorporated avoidance and mitigation measures, and considering the impacts associated with other
past, current, or probable future development in the area, the potential contribution to cumulative
impacts is considered less than significant.
d) Does the Project have environmental effects, which will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?
There will be some adverse effects on human beings as a result of Project development; however, all
identified impacts would be mitigated to less than significant impacts. The proposed Project would
provide active recreation opportunities for the Old Town neighborhood in the City of Goleta; an area
that is specifically identified in the Goleta General Plan as “underserved” for recreational
opportunities. The proposed Project would have a direct and indirect beneficial effect on the people
in the Old Town neighborhood. Although grading and construction activities associated with
development of the Park and Path would result in new short-term air quality impacts and noise
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impacts, mitigation measures have been required which will reduce these to a less than significant
level.
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ATTACHMENT A
Response to Comments Received During 30-Day Public Review Period for
Hollister/Kellogg Park and San Jose Creek Multi-Use Path Draft Initial Study/MND
Commenter: Kellogg Ranch HOA (letter dated July 30, 2013)
1. Comment: The draft mitigated negative declaration report is insufficient as it did not look
into the possibility of putting the path on the east side of the creek. We believe that the bike path
on the east side of the San Jose Creek would be a greater community benefit and have less
environment impact. This route would avoid any impacts to the Witness Tree on the west side of
the creek. This route would also better serve the many residents on Dearborn Place and provide
them with a stronger and safer connection to the Old Town Neighborhood and Hollister Ave.
Response: The City and its consultant team have evaluated multiple alignments that meet the
project objectives and are consistent with the City's Park and Recreation Plan Map, including a
trail on the east side of San Jose Creek. Because the path must cross under the Union Pacific
Railroad and U.S. 101, it was determined that the only location where the path will have enough
clearance to cross these facilities is on the west side of the creek, where there is enough space
beneath the UPRR to locate the trail. In addition, all other alternatives examined by the City's
design team would have had greater impacts to the riparian corridor, including greater impacts to
existing trees.
Additionally, the existing Flood Control easement within which the City has the opportunity to
build the Multi-use Creek Path is located on the west side of the creek and a comparable
easement is not available on the east side of San Jose Creek. The continuity of the path between
the planned Old Town park and Armitos Park is also better on the west side of San Jose Creek
than the east side, and providing this continuity and opportunity for interpretive signage along
this whole portion of the creek will provide a more comprehensive improvement for Goleta Old
Town. Access to the multi-use path from Dearborn Place will be available along a short distance
on Hollister Avenue, and therefore still serve that portion of the neighborhood well.
Pursuant to the recommendations of Rincon Consulting, Inc., the City’s consulting biologist and
arborist (Draft and Final Biological Resources Assessment Reports dated December 2012 and
August 2013, respectively), the project has been designed to incorporate construction of an
elevated boardwalk, railing, and signage around the Sister Witness Tree and its tree protection
zone. Such protective features have been successfully been implemented elsewhere as a best
management practice (BMP) to successfully protect other large trees and natural areas, while still
allowing people to view and enjoy the area. These measures will similarly allow users of the
park and path to enjoy the area without resulting in damage to the Sister Witness Tree.
2. Comment: According to the map, the proposed path goes beyond the area of the existing
easement. Did the draft mitigated negative declaration study a route for the path within the
easement? Where exactly does the City plan to build the path? Would you please meet with us
and identify the precise location of the path?
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Response to Comments Continued…
Response: As noted above, the City, together with its engineering design consultants and
biological consultants, have analyzed various alternative alignments for the path with the
objective of minimizing environmental impacts (i.e. minimizing impacts to trees, riparian habitat
and the creek itself). Since the original path easement was established, San Jose Creek has
scoured and shifted its shape and creek banks. Therefore, the location of this easement is now
partially down the slope of the western bank of San Jose Creek from a point just north of the
Kellogg Ranch property and up to Armitos Avenue. Because any type of trail is infeasible
within the slope of a creek bank, the City also proposes to relocate the easement slightly
westward. The document now includes Figure F-1, "Additional Alternative Alignment" to show
the location of this preferred alignment that will minimize tree and vegetation impacts through
the project site. Keeping the path within the confines of the existing easement is the
environmentally inferior alternative as it would create greater impacts to the creek, existing trees
and associated riparian habitat.
3. Comment: If the path must be build on the west side of the creek, the mitigated negative
declaration study should examine other options, such a narrower and non-paved walking path
that would connect the two parks.
Response: As part of the design development, the City's team carefully considered adjustments
to the path to minimize impacts to tree root zones and riparian vegetation along San Jose Creek.
Part of this solution is narrowing the path to a minimal width of eight feet wide through much of
the Kellogg Ranch property to minimize changes to the property and lessen potential impacts to
the riparian habitat.
4. Comment: Since the easement is a 15 feet equestrian easement, would you please provide
documentation stating that a 14-foot wide Class 1 path (10 ft + 2 ft shoulders) must be built on
the Kellogg Ranch easement?
Response: Official title records describe this easement as a "15 foot wide hiking and riding trail
and incidental purposes" In itself, the easement does not mandate what must be built within it,
but provides an opportunity for hiking, riding and other incidental uses within the easement, and
typically for uses consistent with the original description. The City of Goleta wishes to create
this trail for multiple uses, including pedestrians and bicyclists and equestrians. The width of the
proposed trail must meet current American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) standards to serve such uses, and the AASHTO minimum for multi-use
trails is 14' (fourteen feet) wide, with allowances for choke points to avoid specific resources like
trees and other sensitive features.

Comment Letter
Kellogg Ranch HOA
98-110 Kellogg Avenue,
Goleta, CA 93117
July 30, 2013
To the City of Goleta Officials,
Thank you for meeting with the Kellogg Ranch Homeowners Association residents last year to
discuss the proposed San Jose Creek multi-use/bike path.
As you are aware, the City of Goleta has a 15 feet easement on the eastern edge of Kellogg
Ranch property; from the historic center of the San Jose Creek to the back part of the Kellogg
Ranch property. On our blueprints this easement was designated for an equestrian path. An
equestrian path would inherently have fewer impacts than a Class I multi-use bike path. The
proposed Class I Bike Path will have an extensive impact on the Residents of the Kellogg
Ranch Association.
We have some comments and questions regarding the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration
Report:
·

·

·

·

The draft mitigated negative declaration report is insufficient as it did not look into the
possibility of putting the path on the east side of the creek. We believe that the bike path
on the east side of the San Jose Creek would be a greater community benefit and have
less environment impact. This route would avoid any impacts to the Witness Tree on the
west side of the creek. This route would also better serve the many residents on
Dearborn Place and provide them with a stronger and safer connection to the Old Town
Neighborhood Park and Hollister Ave.
According to the map, the proposed path goes beyond the area of the existing
easement. Did the draft mitigated negative declaration study a route for the path within
the easement? Where exactly does the City plan to build the path? Would you please
meet with us and identify the precise location of the path?
If the path must be built on the west side of the creek, the mitigated negative declaration
study should examine other options, such a narrower and non-paved walking path that
would connect the two parks?
Finally, since the easement is a 15 feet equestrian easement, would you please provide
documentation stating that a 14-foot wide Class I path (10ft paved + 2ft shoulders) must
be built on the Kellogg Ranch easement?

We look forward to hear from you regarding the above mentioned concerns.
Best,
Jesse Rosenzweig
HOA Kellogg Ranch President
Jesse.rosenzweig@sa.ucsb.edu
805 403-8112
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