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Study Session Agenda

1. Project Background & Goals

2. Objective Design Standards and How They Will Be Used
3. Project Process

4. Content Discussion

5. Project Website & Contact Information
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Project Background

- In response to State legislation, the City needs to adopt
objective design standards for review of certain multiple-
unit and mixed-use developments.

- City could apply objective review more broadly if so desired

- City applied for and received State housing grant to
develop the needed standards
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What are Objective Design Standards?

* Objective Standards:

o Involve no personal judgment by a
public official or decision maker

o Provide clear and measurable design
reguirements

®

* Subjective Guidelines or Standards:

o Demonstrates preferences while
allowing discretion and flexibility
o May allow differing interpretations
causing uncertain outcomes @@
ey of
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How are Objective Design Standards
different than traditional zoning regulations?

Traditional Zoning Regulations includes development
standards which regulate the building envelope, such as:

o Height and Setbacks
o Density/Intensity
o Parking requirements

®

Objective Design Standards will not replace existing
development standards for height, setbacks, density/intensity,
but will focus on building and site design. @@
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How Will Objective Design Standards be

Applied?

* ODbjective standards will only apply to:

o New multiple-unit and mixed-use (apartments,
townhomes, etc.) that qualify for objective
review under State law

o Other multiple-unit and mixed-use projects at
the discretion of the City

* ODbjective standards will not apply to:

o Detached Single-Unit Dwellings
o Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)
o Commercial and Industrial projects arv or
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What are Objective Design Standards?

- Subjective guideline example:

The alignment of building facades should generally be
maintained along the sidewalk edge.

(Goleta Old Town Heritage District Architecture and
Design Guidelines I, F.1)
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What are Objective Design Standards?

- Objective standard, translated example:
1. Buildings located adjacent to the street shall have unit front

entries facing the primary streets.

2. For buildings not located along the street edge, unit front entries
shall be oriented to face internal common pedestrian areas such
as paseos, courtyards, plazas, and/or trails.

Primary unit entry
locations

Primary street or
common pedestrian
area
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What are Objective Design Standards?

- Subjective guideline example:

To ensure that new and renovated buildings are
compatible with the existing character and scale of the
district, such projects should be organized into visible
building increments of no more than 50 feet in width.

(Goleta Old Town Heritage District Architecture and
Design Guidelines Il, E.2)
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What are Objective Design Standards?

- Objective standard, translated example:

1.

Exterior building walls that are publicly visible shall not run in a
continuous horizontal plane for more than 50 feet without
Incorporating articulation features consistent with the selected
architectural style.

Architectural features utilized shall clearly define the maximum
50-foot building increments, such as clearly defined projecting or
recessed architectural element(s), window and door treatments,
overhangs and canopies, columns, pilasters, trellises, or arches.
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Preliminary Project Timeline

SUMMER WINTER SPRING
2021 2021 2022

Review and Analysis

of Existing Policies Develop Objective Design Standards
and Conditions

Public Hearings
and Adoption

Public Education and Feedback
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Project Process

- Review existing policy and regulatory documents and
recent projects

o ldentify subjective language:

v

Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan (focus on the Visual
and Historic Resources Element)

Title 17 (Zoning) of the Goleta Municipal Code

Goleta Old Town Heritage District Architecture and Design
Guidelines

Goleta Old Town Revitalization Plan
Goleta Architecture and Design Standards for Commercial Projects

Goleta Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan @'7 s
CITY Of =
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Project Process — Next Steps

- Collect input from DRB and community

- Convert subjective design guidelines to objective design
standards and produce a draft document

- DRB and community feedback
- Revise objective design standards

- Public hearings and approval
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Content Discussion

1. Which project elements do you feel are most important in
designing attractive and usable multiple-unit and mixed-
use residential projects?

2. Are there local multiple-unit and/or mixed-use residential
buildings that you feel contain preferred design elements
and why?

3. When new residential development is located adjacent to
existing development, what design features do you feel
best serve to ensure neighborhood compatibility?
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Content Discussion

4.

What do you see as the biggest challenges regarding
housing project designs?

What are common issues addressed or
recommendations you commonly make to improve
design?
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Content Discussion

6. Which existing guidelines or policies do you find you
commonly refer to when discussing residential site or
building design?

7. Are there any other specific areas of concern regarding
the project or topics would you like to see addressed?
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Project Website & Contact

- Project Website:

https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-hall/planning-and-
environmental-review/advance-planning-division/housing-
element-and-implementation-projects/objective-design-
standards

- City Contact:
Andy Newkirk, Senior Planner, Advance Planning
130 Cremona Drive, Suite B
Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 961-7544 £y
cmorg

anewkirk@ cityofgoleta.org
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