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TO:    Goleta Design Review Board 
FROM: Andy Newkirk, Senior Planner, Advance Planning (805) 961-7544 
 
SUBJECT: Objective Design Standards for Multiple-Unit and Mixed-Use 

Housing Projects 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In the past few years, the State adopted new laws that impose requirements on 
cities related to housing. Two such laws, Senate Bill (SB) 35 (2017) and SB 330 
(2019), consider the application of, and limitation on, subjective standards to 
residential development proposals. 
 
Among other things, SB 35 requires a streamlined, ministerial approval process 
for qualifying multi-unit and mixed-use development, consistent with objective 
design standards. In order for a proposed development to qualify for this 
streamlined, objective review, the project must satisfy an extensive list of criteria, 
such as affordability levels, labor standards, conformance with objective General 
Plan and zoning standards, and location. Currently, the City does not have a set 
of solely objective standards to apply should a project qualify under SB 35. 
 
In addition to the requirements of SB 35, SB 330 prohibits the adoption or 
enforcement of new design standards adopted on or after January 1, 2020 that do 
not qualify as “objective” standards. SB 330 will sunset on January 1, 2025 unless 
extended by the Legislature. Some of the design standards contained in the Title 
17 (Zoning) of the Goleta Municipal Code, adopted in 2020, involve subjectivity. 
As such, those standards could not be applied until January 1, 2025. 
 
In 2020, the City received a Local Early Action Planning (LEAP) grant from the 
California Department of Housing and Community Development to develop 
objective design standards to ensure that the City had adequate standards in place 
to process qualifying housing projects through an objective and ministerial review. 
The City selected RRM Design Group to assist the City with this effort, funded 
through the LEAP grant.  
 
The project team for the Objective Design Standards Project (Project) would like 
to conduct a “study session” with the Design Review Board to introduce the 
Project, explain the process the team will undertake to develop the objective 
design standards, and receive feedback from Design Review Board members and 



Design Review Board Staff Report 
Objective Design Standards 
August 24, 2021 
Page 2 of 3 
 
members of the public to help guide the preparation of the draft objective design 
standards. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The first step in developing the objective design standards is identifying subjective 
policies, regulations, and guidelines the City typically applies to residential and 
mixed-use development proposals. The documents being considered for this step 
are as follows:  

• Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan (with a focus on the Visual and 
Historic Resources Element) (https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-
hall/planning-and-environmental-review/general-plan)  

• Title 17 (Zoning) of the Goleta Municipal Code 
(http://qcode.us/codes/goleta/)  

• Goleta Old Town Heritage District Architecture and Design Guidelines 
(https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5645/635689
476246700000)  

• Goleta Old Town Revitalization Plan 
(https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/3287/635689
476246700000)  

• Goleta Architecture and Design Standards for Commercial Projects 
(https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/23895/63732
0507186770000)  

• Goleta Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 
(https://www.cityofgoleta.org/projects-programs/bicycle-projects/bicycle-
pedestrian-master-plan-project)  

 
To conclude the first step, the project team would like to hear from the Design 
Review Board and the public on successful project designs to emulate, important 
design features to focus on, and issues often addressed during the design review 
process. To facilitate this discussion, the project team would like Design Review 
Board members and members of the public to consider and provide feedback on 
the following questions: 
 

1. Which project elements do you feel are most important in designing 
attractive and usable multiple-unit and mixed-use residential projects? 
Consideration could be given to elements such as overall site planning; 
parking design and location; and building orientation, scale and massing, 
form, and articulation. 
 

2. Are there local multiple-unit and/or mixed-use residential buildings that you 
feel contain preferred design elements and why? 

 
3. When new residential development is located adjacent to existing 

development, what design features do you feel best serve to ensure 
neighborhood compatibility? 

https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-hall/planning-and-environmental-review/general-plan
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-hall/planning-and-environmental-review/general-plan
http://qcode.us/codes/goleta/
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5645/635689476246700000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/5645/635689476246700000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/3287/635689476246700000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/3287/635689476246700000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/23895/637320507186770000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/home/showpublisheddocument/23895/637320507186770000
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/projects-programs/bicycle-projects/bicycle-pedestrian-master-plan-project
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/projects-programs/bicycle-projects/bicycle-pedestrian-master-plan-project
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4. What do you see as the biggest challenges regarding housing project 
designs? 

 
5. What are common issues addressed or recommendations you commonly 

make to improve design? 
 

6. Which existing guidelines or policies do you find you commonly refer to 
when discussing residential site or building design? 

 
7. Are there any other specific areas of concern regarding the project or topics 

would you like to see addressed?   
 
After receiving feedback at this meeting, the project team will begin work on the 
second step of the Project: to develop draft objective standards. Once the draft 
objective design standards are developed, they will be reviewed and vetted by the 
public prior to public hearings to adopt the objective design standards. Adoption 
hearings are expected to occur in Spring 2022. 
 
Once the standards are adopted, they will likely be applied administratively, without 
the need for qualifying to projects to go through the typical design review in front 
of the Design Review Board. 
 
Additional project information will be posted on the project webpage as the project 
progressed here: https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-hall/planning-and-
environmental-review/advance-planning-division/housing-element-and-
implementation-projects/objective-design-standards.  
 
Attachment:  
 
A - Staff Presentation 

https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-hall/planning-and-environmental-review/advance-planning-division/housing-element-and-implementation-projects/objective-design-standards
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-hall/planning-and-environmental-review/advance-planning-division/housing-element-and-implementation-projects/objective-design-standards
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/city-hall/planning-and-environmental-review/advance-planning-division/housing-element-and-implementation-projects/objective-design-standards

	Agenda Item D.1
	Meeting Date:  August 24, 2021

