
Objective Design 
Standards
July 26, 2022 Design Review 
Board Study Session
Presentation by:
Andy Newkirk, Senior Planner
Jami Williams, RRM Design Group
Debbie Jewell, RRM Design Group



Study Session Agenda

• Summary of July 12 Feedback
• Draft Objective Design Standards Discussion

• Mixed-Use Standards
• Utilitarian Elements

• Additional Feedback
• Introduction
• Site Design
• Building Design

• Next Steps
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Summary of July 12 Feedback

• General: 
• Graphics to illustrate standards 
• Add cross references to other standards in GMC

• Circulation: Consider ways to address bike circulation (in addition 
to pedestrians and vehicles)

• Carports and Garages: Design should be addressed
• Wall Variation: Reduce required wall variation to less than every 50 

feet in length
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Summary of July 12 Feedback

• Materials: Provide clarity and additional list of appropriate / 
prohibited materials  

• Prohibit glass curtain walls 
• Colors: Prohibit color change at outside corners
• Landscaping: Revisit and verify landscaping requirements for 

number/size of plants
• Consider new requirement for a minimum % area of required 

groundcover – to be clarified
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Organization of the Document

• Five sections
• Includes cross-references to other Title 

17 provisions, consistent terms, and 
definitions

• Where possible, existing standards have 
been “translated” to remove subjectivity
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Objective Design 
Standards
Mixed-Use Design & 
Utilitarian Elements



17.44.040 Mixed-Use Design

• Topics: 
• Ground-Floor Height 

• 15 ft. minimum
• Ground-Floor Transparency

• 50% at ground floor
• Street-Facing Setbacks

• Pedestrian oriented paving and 
elements

• Street-Facing Entrances
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17.44.050 Utilitarian Elements

• Topics: 
• Bicycle Parking
• Trash, Recycling, and Green Waste
• Fences and Walls
• Lighting
• Mechanical Equipment Screening
• Vents and Exhaust

• Topics in blue reference existing 
objective standards in the GMC. 
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17.44.050 Utilitarian Elements
• Trash, Recycling, and Green Waste Enclosures:

• Located to the rear/side of the building 
• Outside of view from the public right-of-way
• Same materials and colors as the primary building 

• Fences and walls: 
• Materials changes shall occur with a transition or 

break, such as column or pilaster
• Vents and Exhaust: 

• At interior corners of walls or behind elements 
• Painted to match the adjacent roof/wall material
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Questions & Comments



Objective Design 
Standards
Additional Feedback



17.44.010 Introduction

• Topics:
• Purpose and Intent
• Applicability
• Consistency with Objective Standards
• Permit Required
• Design Review
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17.44.020 Site Design

• Topics: Building Placement, Parking, 
Pedestrian Circulation, Open Space, 
Landscaping

• Many draft standards identify a “primary 
street” to establish rules for:

• Building placement and orientation
• Emphasis to entries or facades
• Vehicle entrances, parking location, 

and circulation
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17.44.030 Building Design

• Topics: 
• Building Form, Massing, 

and Articulation
• Building and Dwelling Unit 

Entrances
• Windows and Doors
• Materials
• Parking Structures
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Questions & Comments



Next Steps

• Planning Commission review and feedback on August 22, 
2022

• Revisions to Objective Design Standards based on input 
received 

• Fall 2022 - Adoption Hearings (Planning Commission and City 
Council)
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Thank You!

Looking for More Info? Contact City staff:
Andy Newkirk, Senior Planner
anewkirk@cityofgoleta.org
(805) 961-7544

Visit the Website!
https://bit.ly/3OU54TK

mailto:anewkirk@cityofgoleta.org
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