
RESOLUTION NO. 23-60 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CITY OF GOLETA GENERAL PLAN / COASTAL LAND USE 
PLAN TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY WITH THE SANTA 
BARBARA AIRPORT LAND USE COMPATIBILITY PLAN AND 
DETERMINE THE AMENDMENTS TO BE EXEMPT FROM CEQA 
PURSUANT TO CEQA GUIDELINES SECTIONS 15060(C)(3), 
15378(B)(5), AND 15061(B)(3) (CASE NO. 22-0001-GPA) 

 
WHEREAS the City of Goleta’s General Plan / Coastal Land Use Plan 

(General Plan) includes references and standards from the 1993 Airport Land 
Use Plan (ALUP), adopted by the Santa Barbara Airport Land Use Commission, 
in the Land Use Element, Safety Element, and Noise Element; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 19, 2023, the Santa Barbara County Association 

of Governments Board of Directors, serving as the Airport Land Use 
Commission, adopted the Santa Barbara Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan 
(ALUCP) to replace the ALUP; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code Section 65302.3, 

the City’s General Plan must now be amended to ensure consistency with the 
new ALUCP; and 
 
 WHEREAS City staff prepared amendments to the Land Use Element, 
Safety Element, and Noise Element of the General Plan to ensure consistency 
between the General Plan and the ALUCP (ALUCP amendments); and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 9, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted a 
public hearing at which time all interested persons were provided an opportunity 
to offer comments on the ALUCP amendments; and 
 

WHEREAS the Planning Commission considered the entire administrative 
record for the ALUCP amendments, including staff reports and all written and 
oral testimony offered at and prior to the public hearing; and 

 
WHEREAS the Planning Commission recommended to the City Council 

adoption of the ALUCP amendments and by a 4-0 vote; and 
 

 WHEREAS, on November 7, 2023, the City Council conducted a public 
hearing at which time all interested persons were provided an opportunity to offer 
comments on the ALUCP amendments; and 
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WHEREAS the City Council has considered the entire administrative 
record for the ALUCP amendments, including staff reports and all written and 
oral testimony offered at and prior to the public hearing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GOLETA, AS FOLLOWS:  
 

SECTION 1.  Recitals  
 
The City Council hereby finds and determines that the foregoing recitals, 
which are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct. 
 
SECTION 2.  General Plan Amendment Findings 
 
Pursuant to Goleta Municipal Code subsection 17.67.050(C), the City 
Council must make two findings when adopting General Plan 
Amendments. These findings are below: 

 
(a) The amendment is consistent with the guiding principles and 
goals of the General Plan. 

 
The most relevant guiding principles and goals for these amendments 
are found in the Safety Element and Noise Element and are shown 
below: 
 
Safey Element Guiding Principles and Goals 1. Ensure that new 
development is sized, sited, and designed to avoid or minimize 
exposure to known physical or other hazards and that appropriate 
mitigations are included to reduce or avoid risks to people and 
property. 
 
Noise Element Guiding Principles and Goals 1. Protect Goleta’s 
residents, workers, and visitors from the harmful effects of exposure to 
excessive noise, with special attention to reduction and mitigation of 
noise levels for residential areas, schools, and other sensitive noise 
receptors. 
 
The amendments are consistent with Safey Element Guiding Principles 
and Goals 1 because the amendments include updates to land use 
restrictions and conditions that reduce safety risks to new uses and 
development in proximity to the Santa Barbara Airport. The inclusion of 
the new safety zones and reference to the ALUCP align with the 
California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook (Handbook). As noted 
in the Handbook, that document provides guidance for meeting 
baselines safety requirements for development surrounding airports.  
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The amendments are also consistent with Noise Element Guiding 
Principles and Goals 1 by incorporating updated noise contour data 
and airport noise policies included in the ALUCP to ensure new uses 
and development are not exposed to harmful noise exposure. The 
updated standards, by reference to the ALUCP, include specific 
compatibility standards for residential uses, schools, day care uses, 
and other sensitive receptors. 
 
Therefore, the amendments are consistent with the guiding principles 
and goals of the General Plan. 

 
(b) The amendment is deemed to be in the public interest. 

 
State planning law, specifically California Government Code Section 
65302.3, requires the City to maintain a General Plan that is consistent 
with the recently adopted ALUCP. As such, the amendments are in the 
public interest to ensure that the City’s General Plan complies with 
State law. 
 
The amendments are also in the public interest because they include 
updated reference to current planning documents that address noise 
and safety issues, as noted above. The amendments reflect more 
recent airport compatibility provisions than in the current General Plan. 
The current General Plan references requirements from the 1993 
ALUP that are now out of date. 
 
Additionally, the amendments are in the public interest because they 
allow the City to process development applications, without the need to 
refer the projects (except in certain circumstances detailed in State 
law) to the Airport Land Use Commission.  
 
Finally, the amendments are in the public interest because they assure 
that there is one set of standards for noise and safety considerations, 
whereas without the amendments, both the ALUP and the ALUCP 
would need to be applied to a development proposal. The 
amendments resolve inefficient, duplicative, and inconsistent 
processes. 
 
Therefore, the amendments are in the public interest. 

 
SECTION 3. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Finding 
 
The City Council finds that the ALUCP amendments to the General Plan 
and Title 17 are exempt from review under the CEQA (California Public 
Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.) pursuant to Section 15060(c)(3) 
of the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California Code of 
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Regulations) because the activity is not a project as defined in Section 
15378(a) but it is an organizational or administrative activity by 
government that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the 
environment pursuant to Section 15378(b)(5).  
 
The amendments are also exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 
15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines because the activity is covered by 
the general rule which exempts activities that can be seen with certainty to 
have no possibility for causing a significant effect on the environment.   
 
SECTION 4. City Council Action 
 
The City Council hereby takes the following actions: 
 

(a) Adopt text amendments to the Land Use Element, Safety Element, 
and Noise Element of the General Plan, to read as shown in in Exhibit 
A. 
 
(b) Adopt an amended General Plan Figure 5-3, Other Hazards, as 
shown in Exhibit B. 

 
(c) Adopt an amended General Plan Figure 9-4, Future Noise Contour 
- Airport (2032) and Railroad (2030), as shown in Exhibit C. 

 
SECTION 5. Certification 
    
The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution 
and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of November 2023. 
 
 
 

 
__________________________ 
PAULA PEROTTE 
MAYOR 

 
 

 
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_________________________   __________________________ 
DEBORAH S. LOPEZ   MEGAN GARIBALDI 
CITY CLERK               CITY ATTORNEY 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA ) ss. 
CITY OF GOLETA   ) 
 
 
 
 I, DEBORAH S. LOPEZ, City Clerk of the City of Goleta, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing City Council Resolution No. 23-60 was 
duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Goleta at a regular meeting held 
on the 7th day of November , 2023 by the following roll call vote of the City 
Council: 
 
 
AYES: MAYOR PEROTTE, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE RICHARDS, 

COUNCILMEMBERS KASDIN, KYRIACO AND REYES-
MARTÍN 

 
NOES:  NONE 
 
ABSENT:  NONE 
 
ABSTENTIONS: NONE 
 
 
          (SEAL) 
    
 
        _________________________ 
        DEBORAH S. LOPEZ 

CITY CLERK 
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Land Use Element 
 
LU 3.3 Community Commercial (C-C). [GP] The Community Commercial category is 
intended to allow relatively small commercial centers that provide convenience goods and 
services to serve the everyday needs of the surrounding residential neighborhoods while 
protecting the residential character of the area. Uses that may attract significant traffic 
volumes from outside the Goleta Valley are discouraged. Mixed-use, including residential, 
development at densities up to 12 units per acre may be permitted subject to approval of a 
conditional use permit in appropriate locations provided that it is compatible with adjacent 
uses, does not break up the continuity of commercial use at the sidewalk level. All 
community commercial development shall be designed to facilitate and promote pedestrian 
circulation in and to the area, as well as to link these areas to other activity centers. Noise 
levels and hours of operation may be regulated to avoid any potential conflict with adjacent 
residential uses. The size of any mixed-use developments shall be consistent with street 
and utility capacities. The Fairview Shopping Center and Calle Real Center are included in 
this designation. 
 

LU 4.4 Service Industrial (I-S). [GP/CP] This designation is applied to properties within 
the airport flight path where airport operations limit the range and density of activities that 
may be allowed. Uses may occur in a less-managed environment than in the Business Park 
category. Allowed uses include warehouses, storage, outdoor storage (including storage of 
vehicles and recreational vehicles), automotive sales and rentals, manufacturing, heavy 
commercial uses, and similar uses that may be compatible with airport operations. The 
processing or storage of flammable or hazardous materials shall be strictly controlled.  
 

Safety Element 

 

Airport-Related Hazards (page 5-6) 
The Santa Barbara Airport (Airport), while part of the City of Santa Barbara, is located near 
the geographical center of Goleta (see Figure 5-3). Almost the entire City of Goleta is 
located within the Airport Influence Area (AIA). For Goleta, the hazards associated with 
Airport operations consist primarily of the risk of aircraft accidents in areas outside of the 
immediate Airport. The risk of accidents is highest during takeoffs and landings, including 
approaches and ascents. The Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC), a body within the 
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments, participates in the regulation of land 
use within the Airport’s AIA. The ALUC’s policies and standards for development are 
contained in the adopted Santa Barbara Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (2023). Noise 
issues associated with the Airport are addressed in the Noise Element. 
 
SE 9.1 Safety Zone Regulations. [GP] The City will maintain and enforce through 
appropriate zoning measures the airport Safety Zone regulations, including use limitations, 
pursuant to the Santa Barbara Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP). The City of 
Goleta shall consult with the ALUC when required by the ALUCP. The City shall also 
require, as a condition of approval of development applications, dedication of avigation 
easements where required by the ALUCP. 
 
SE 9.2 Height Restrictions. [GP] The City shall ensure that the heights of proposed 
buildings, other structures, and landscaping conform to airport operational requirements to 
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minimize the risk of aircraft accidents and promote airspace protection. The City shall 
establish and maintain standards in its zoning ordinance for building and structure height 
restrictions for development in proximity to the Santa Barbara Airport. (Amended by Reso. 
08-30, 6/17/08) 
 
SE 9.3 Limitations on Development and Uses. [GP] The City shall establish and maintain 
standards in its zoning ordinance for use restrictions for development near the Santa 
Barbara Airport consistent with the ALUCP. (Amended by Reso. 08-30, 6/17/08) 
 
SE 9.4 Maintenance of an Airport Safety Corridor for Runway 7-25. [GP] A minimum 
300-foot-wide safety corridor limited to open space, landscaping, roadways, and parking 
shall be maintained within Safety Zone 1 on the Cabrillo Business Park properties. This 
airport safety corridor shall be set approximately along an extension of the Runway 7-25 
centerline and shall be 300 feet wide as depicted in Figure 5-3. The airport safety corridor 
shall be shown on all development plans submitted to the City. (Amended by Reso. 08-30, 
6/17/08) 
 
SE 9.5 Limitations on Intensity of Uses. [GP] The City shall apply use intensity limits 
(people per acre), including intensities with risk reductions, for Safety Zones 1-5 depicted 
in Figure 5-3, as detailed in the ALUCP.  
 
SE 9.6 Limitations on Residential Development. [GP] The City shall not allow new 
residential development within Safety Zone 1 as depicted in Figure 5-3. The City shall limit 
residential development beyond Safety Zone 1 consistent with the ALUCP. 
 
SE 9.7 Real Estate Disclosure. [GP] Except where an avigation easement is required, an 
overflight notification consistent with the requirements of the ALUCP must be recorded as 
part of any real estate transaction for any residential development within the AIA, as 
depicted in Figure 5-3. 
 
SE 9.8 Limitations on Hazardous Facilities. [GP] Development that includes new 
hazardous installations or materials such as, but not limited to, oil or gas storage and 
explosive or highly flammable materials shall conform to the use limitations included in the 
ALUCP. (Amended by Reso. 08-30, 6/17/08) 
 
Noise Element 
 
NE 3.3 Consultation with the ALUC, ALUC Staff, and City of Santa Barbara Staff. [GP] 
The City of Goleta shall continue to monitor and comment on airport-related projects and 
development proposed for the area surrounding the airport that is under the jurisdiction of 
the City of Santa Barbara. The City of Goleta shall consult with the Airport Land Use 
Commission (ALUC) when required by the ALUCP. City of Goleta staff may also consult 
with the ALUC, ALUC staff, and the Santa Barbara Airport Department for development 
projects within the Airport Influence Area. 
 
NE 3.4 Noise Compatibility, Noise Mitigation, and Avigation Easements. [GP] The City 
will maintain and enforce through appropriate zoning measures, noise compatibility 
measures, including use limitations and noise reduction requirements, pursuant to the 
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ALUCP. An avigation easement shall be required where required by the ALUCP. Consistent 
with the ALUCP, new residential developments are incompatible uses in areas subject to 
high levels (65+ dBA CNEL) of exterior airport noise exposure. In areas with 60-65 dBA 
CNEL exterior airport noise exposure, new residential uses must be designed to attenuate 
indoor noise levels to 45 dBA CNEL. The City shall require appropriate acoustic insulation 
measures to be components of any such development. 
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Figure 5-3
OTHER HAZARDS

GENERAL PLAN/COASTAL LAND USE PLAN
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Source: Airport Safety Zones from the Santa Barbara Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (2023).
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Figure 9-4
FUTURE NOISE CONTOURS - AIRPORT (2032) AND 
RAILROAD (2030) 

GENERAL PLAN/COASTAL LAND USE PLAN
TBD 2023

±
0 1,200 2,400

Feet

Source: (1) Airport Noise Contours from the Santa Barbara Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (2023).
(2) Railroad noise contours are based on modeling by RBF Consulting (October 2003).
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