
 
RESOLUTION NO. 24-19 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE GENERAL PLAN / 
COASTAL LAND USE PLAN TO IMPLEMENT HOUSING 
ELEMENT 2023-2031 SUBPROGRAMS HE 2.1(G), 2.1(H), AND 
2.1(I) (CASE NO. 21-0002-GPA) 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Goleta’s General Plan / Coastal Land Use Plan 

(“General Plan”) includes a Land Use Element and Housing Element among 
other elements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public 

hearing on November 13 and 15, 2023 to consider amendments to the Housing 
Element 2023-2031 at which time all interested persons were given an opportunity 
to be heard. Following the public hearing, the Planning Commission 
recommended, on November 15, 2023, that the City Council adopt the 
amendments to the Housing Element 2023-2031; and 

 
WHEREAS, among other things, the amended Housing Element 2023-

2031 includes Implementation Programs. Among these Programs is Program HE 
2.1, entitled “Encourage a Diverse Range of New Housing”; and 

 
WHEREAS, Program HE 2.1 includes subprograms (f)-(k), which have an 

implementation timeframe of December 2024; and 
 

WHEREAS, subprogram HE 2.1(g) requires General Plan amendments to 
remove the Major Conditional Use Permit requirement for mixed-use housing in 
the Old Town Commercial, Community Commercial, and Office and Institutional 
land use designations; and  

 
WHEREAS, subprogram HE 2.1(h) requires General Plan amendments to 

change the height maximums to 35 feet for the Planned Residential, Medium-
Density Residential, and High-Density Residential land use designations (in the 
Coastal Zone) and in the Old Town Commercial land use designation; and  

 
WHEREAS, subprogram HE 2.1(i) requires a General Plan amendment to 

increase lot coverage maximum in the High-Density Residential land use 
designation to 50 percent; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission Council conducted a duly noticed 

public hearing on February 26, 2024, regarding amendments to the General Plan 
to implement HE 2.1(g), (h), and (i), at which time all interested persons were 
given an opportunity to be heard; and 
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WHEREAS, on February 26, 2024, the Planning Commission adopted 
Resolution 24-03, recommending to the City Council adoption of amendments to 
the General Plan to implement HE 2.1(g), (h), and (i); and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council, on December 5, 2023, adopted an 
Addendum to the Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan Environmental 
Impact Report (“EIR”) (State Clearinghouse No. 2005031151), which was 
certified in October 2006 by the City Council. The Addendum analyzed the 
environmental impacts of the actions taken in this Resolution. Adopting the 
Addendum satisfied the City Council’s obligations under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) regarding amendments to the General Plan 
to implement HE 2.1(g), (h), and (i), and none of the conditions in Public 
Resources Code section 21166 or State CEQA Guidelines section 15162 apply. 
Thus, no further environmental review is required as adoption of this Resolution 
falls within the scope of the adopted Addendum and previously certified EIR; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing on 

December 5, 2024, regarding amendments to the General Plan to implement HE 
2.1(g), (h), and (i), at which time all interested persons were given an opportunity 
to be heard; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council considered the entire administrative record, 
including the staff report (and all attachments thereto), the General Plan, the staff 
presentation, and oral and written testimony from interested persons. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GOLETA, AS FOLLOWS:  
 
 

SECTION 1. Recitals 
The City Council hereby finds and determines that the recitals above are 
true and correct and are each incorporated by reference and adopted as 
findings by the City Council.  
 
SECTION 2. Required Findings for General Plan Amendments 
The changes to the Land Use Element to implement HE 2.1(g), (h), and (i) 
amends the City’s General Plan / Coastal Land Use Plan. Accordingly, 
pursuant to Goleta Municipal Code subsection 17.67.050(C), the City 
Council hereby finds as follows: 
 

(a) The amendment is consistent with the guiding principles and 
goals of the General Plan. 

 
Most pointedly, the Land Use Element includes 11 Guiding Principles 
and Goals for the land use plan of the General Plan. Three of these 
Principles and Goals are specifically relevant to the programs included 
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in the Housing Element 2023-2031 amendments. These are shown 
below: 
 
6. Maintain a balanced community, with an appropriate mix of 
residences, workplaces, and services.  
7. Maintain an appropriate balance between job-generating 
development and housing supply.  
8. Maintain a balance of housing types, densities, and sizes and 
ensure creation and maintenance of quality, livable residential 
environments. 
 
The Land Use Element amendments seek to address needed housing, 
of various types, based on a review of state law requirements, fair 
housing data, demographic information, and input from the public 
through an extensive public outreach process. The amendments seek 
to ensure a balanced community with an appropriate mix of housing 
types to accommodate the needs of the community. This includes 
amendments to provide additional housing potential within the City to 
address the housing needs of the community through changes in 
entitlement processing and development allowances related to housing 
projects. 
 
Additionally, one of the four main purposes of the General Plan is to 
provide a unified and coherent framework and vision for the future of 
the community. By implementing the General Plan amendments 
identified in the Housing Element 2023-2031, the City ensures a 
unified vision, particularly considerate of future housing development, 
thought all elements of the General Plan. 
 
For these reasons, these General Plan amendments are consistent 
with the guiding principles and goals of the General Plan. 
 
(b) The amendment is deemed to be in the public interest. 

 
The General Plan amendments serve to facilitate additional housing 
development during the eight-year Housing Element 2023-2031 
planning period. Additional housing, including additional below market 
rate housing, will help address issues identified in the Housing Element 
2023-2031 Technical Appendix such as cost overburden, overcrowded 
households, and the need to commute from outside the City to jobs 
within the City, thereby benefiting residents and employees within the 
City.  
 
These amendments implement the amendments to the Housing 
Element 2023-2031, thereby implementing requirements for 
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consistency with state housing law. Additionally, these amendments 
are needed to facilitate future housing development.  
 
For these reasons, the General Plan amendments are in the public 
interest. 
 

SECTION 3. City Council Action 
The City Council takes the following action:  
 
Amend the text of the Land Use Element as shown in Exhibit “A,” attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 

 
SECTION 4. Certification 
The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution 
and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 

 
SECTION 5. Effective Date  
This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption.  
 
SECTION 6. Severability  
If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this resolution or the 
application thereof to any entity, person or circumstance is held for any 
reason to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect other 
provisions or applications of this resolution that can be given effect without 
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this 
resolution are severable. The City Council hereby declares that it would 
have adopted this resolution and each section, sentence, clause or phrase 
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more section, subsections, 
sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid or unconstitutional.  

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 2nd day of April 2024. 
 
 
          
       
 

________________________ 
PAULA PEROTTE 
MAYOR 

 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
DEBORAH S. LOPEZ    MEGAN GARIBALDI 
CITY CLERK                CITY ATTORNEY 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA ) ss. 
CITY OF GOLETA   ) 
 
 
 
 I, DEBORAH S. LOPEZ, City Clerk of the City of Goleta, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 24-19 was duly adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Goleta at a regular meeting held on the 2nd day of 
April, 2024 by the following roll call vote of the City Council: 
 
 
AYES: MAYOR PEROTTE, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE REYES-

MARTÍN, COUNCILMEMBERS KASDIN, KYRIACO AND 
RICHARDS 

 
NOES:           NONE 
 
ABSENT:       NONE 
 
ABSTENTIONS:  NONE  
  
 
 
 
          (SEAL) 
    
   
 
        _________________________ 
        DEBORAH S. LOPEZ 

CITY CLERK 
 
 



TABLE 2-1 
ALLOWABLE USES AND STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL USE CATEGORIES 

Allowed Uses and Standards 
Residential Use Categories 

R-SF R-P R-MD R-HD R-MHP
Residential Uses 

One Single-Family Detached Dwelling per Lot X X - - - 

Single-Family Attached and Detached Dwellings X X X X - 

Multiunit Apartment Dwellings - X X X - 

Mobile Home Parks - - - - X 

Second (Accessory) Residential Units X X - - - 

Assisted-Living Residential Units - - X X - 

Other Uses 

Religious Institutions X X X X -

Small-Scale Residential Care Facility X X - - - 

Small-Scale Day Care Center X X X X X 

Public and Quasi-public Uses X X X X - 

Accessory Uses 

Home Occupations X X X X X

Standards for Density and Building Intensity 

Recommended Standards for Permitted Density 

Maximum Permitted Density (units/acres) 5 or less 5.01–13 20 30 15 

Minimum Permitted Density (units/acres) N/A N/A 15 157 N/A

Recommended Standards for Building Intensity 

Structure Height (Inland Area) 25 feet 35 feet 35 feet 35 feet 25 feet 

Structure Height (Coastal Zone) 25 feet 25 feet 25 feet 25 feet 25 feet 

Maximum Lot Coverage Ratio N/A 0.30 0.30 0.540 N/A 
Notes: 

1. Use Categories: R-SF– Single-Family Residential; R-P – Planned Residential; R-MD – Medium-Density Residential; R-HD – High-Density 
Residential; R-MHP – Mobile Home Park. 

2. X indicates use is allowed in the use category; - indicates use not allowed. 
3. General Note: Some uses requiring approval of a conditional use permit are set forth in text policies, and others are specified in the zoning code. 
4. The standards for building intensity recommended by this General Plan pursuant to Government Code Section 65302(a) may be revised by a 

Resolution of the decision-making body of the City for specific projects based upon a finding of good cause. 
5. Central Hollister Housing Opportunity Sites in the R-MD land use designation (as identified in Housing Element Subpolicy HE11.6) shall provide for 

development of residential units at densities ranging from a minimum of 20 to a maximum of 25 units per acre. 
6. N/A = Not applicable. 
7. The minimum density for sites designated as R-HD as part of Housing Element 2023-2031 subprogram HE 2.1(a) is 20 units/acre. 
(Amended by Reso. 08-30, 6/17/08; Reso. 09-32, 5/19/09; Reso. 09-44, 8/18/10; and Reso. 23-69, 12/05/23)

LU 3.3 Community Commercial (C-C). [GP] The Community Commercial category is 
intended to allow relatively small commercial centers that provide convenience goods 
and services to serve the everyday needs of the surrounding residential neighborhoods 
while protecting the residential character of the area. Uses that may attract significant 
traffic volumes from outside the Goleta Valley are discouraged. Mixed-use, including 
residential, development at densities up to 20 units per acre may be permitted 
subject to approval of a conditional use permit in appropriate locations provided that 
it is compatible with adjacent uses, does not break up the continuity of commercial 
use at the sidewalk level. All community commercial development shall be designed 
to facilitate and promote pedestrian circulation in and to the area, as well as to link 
these areas to other activity centers. Noise levels and hours of operation may be 
regulated to avoid any potential conflict with adjacent residential uses. The size of 
any mixed-use developments shall be consistent with street and utility capacities. 
The Fairview Shopping Center and Calle Real Center are included in this 
designation. (Amended by Reso. 23-60, 11/07/23 and Reso. 23-69, 12/05/23) 
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TABLE 2-2 
ALLOWABLE USES AND STANDARDS FOR COMMERCIAL USE CATEGORIES 

Allowed Uses and Standards 
Commercial Use Categories 

C-R C-C C-OT C-VS C-I C-G
Retail Trade 

Large-Scale Retail Establishments X X – – – – 
General Merchandise X X X – – X
Food and Drug Stores X X X – X X
Apparel and Specialty Stores X X X – – X
Building/Landscape Materials and Equipment X X X – – X
Eating and Drinking Establishments X X X X X X
Other Retail Trade Establishments X X X X – X
Coastal-Related Commercial X X X X – – 

Services (Including Offices) 
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate X X X – – X
Personal Services X X X – – X
Business Services – X X – – X
Information Technology Services – – – – – X
Professional Services – X X – – X
Medical and Health-Related Services X X X – – – 
Educational Services – – X – – X
Entertainment and Recreation Services X X X X – X
Building and Construction Services – – – – – X
Other Services X X X X X X

Transient Lodging and Services 
Resorts – – – X – – 
Hotels, Motels, Bed and Breakfast Inns X X X X – – 
RV Parks – – X X – X 
Other Visitor Services and Attractions – – – X – X 

Auto-Related Uses 
Retail – Automotive Sales and Rentals – – X – – X
Auto Repair and Painting – – – – – X
Auto Wrecking Yard/Junk Yard – – – – – X
Auto Service (Gas) Station X – X – X X
Car Wash – X X – X X

Wholesale Trade and Storage 
General Wholesale Trade – – – – – X 
Warehousing – General – – – – – X 
Warehousing – Self-Storage – – – – – X 
Outdoor Storage – – – – – X 

Residential Uses 
Residential Units – X X – – – 
One Caretaker Unit X X X X – X
Assisted-Living Residential Units – – – – – X

Other Uses 
Religious Institutions – X X – – X
Public and Quasi-public Uses X X X – X X
Wireless Communications/Telecommunications X X X X X X

Standards for Density and Building Intensity 
Recommended Standards for Density 
Maximum Residential Density N/A 20/acre 20/acre N/A N/A 20/acre 
Recommended Standards for Building Intensity 
Structure Height 35 feet 35 feet 350 feet 35 feet 25 feet 35 feet 
Maximum Lot Coverage Ratio N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Notes: 
1. Use Categories: C-R – Regional Commercial; C-C – Community Commercial; C-OT – Old Town Commercial; C-VS – Visitor Commercial; C-I – 

Intersection; Commercial; C-G – General Commercial. 
2.  X indicates use is allowed in the use category; – indicates use not allowed. 
3.  General Note: Some uses requiring approval of a conditional use permit are as set forth in text policies, and others are specified in the zoning code. 
4. Wholesale trade is permitted within the C-R use category, provided that it is an integral part of a retail trade use. 
5. The standards for building intensity recommended by this General Plan pursuant to Government Code Section 65302(a) may be revised by a 

Resolution of the decision-making body of the City for specific projects based upon a finding of good cause. 
6. N/A = Not applicable. 
(Amended by Reso. 08-30, 6/17/08; Reso. 09-32, 5/19/09; Reso. 21-49, 10/19/21; and 23-69, 12/05/23) 
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LU 3.4 Old Town Commercial (C-OT). [GP] This designation is intended to permit a wide 
range of local- and community-serving retail and office uses. A major purpose is to 
enhance the physical and economic environment for existing businesses and uses of 
the Old Town commercial district, the historic center for the Goleta Valley situated 
along Hollister Avenue between Fairview Avenue and State Route 217 (SR-217). 
The following criteria and standards shall apply to lands designated Old Town 
Commercial: 

a. Management of this area shall emphasize improving and reinforcing the
character of the area as a pedestrian-oriented retail business area with a mix of
businesses and services.

b. “Large box” uses shall not be permitted within this use designation.

c. Visitor-serving commercial
uses, including transient
lodging, may be permitted by
conditional use permit.

d. Existing heavy commercial
uses (including printing and
auto services and repair) are
permitted uses although
significant expansion of these
activities shall be allowed only
by conditional use permit if the
expansion is compatible with
adjacent uses.

e. Allowed uses include retail
uses; professional and 
business office uses; public
uses, including governmental administration activities; restaurants;
entertainment; cultural activities; personal, financial, and small business services;
and various other public and quasi-public uses. See Table 2-2 for a complete
listing of permitted uses.

f. Any new development in the Old Town Commercial category shall include
buildings, pedestrian plazas, design amenities, and facilities that are consistent
with the Goleta Old Town Heritage District architecture and design guidelines.

g. Continuity of retail and office uses is required at the street or sidewalk level.
Residential and office uses may be allowed on the second floor of a structure or
behind the portion of a building adjacent to the street, subject to approval of a
conditional use permit.

h. Residential uses may be approved only in conjunction with a permitted principal
nonresidential use on the same site.

i. New uses or design features (such as drive-through windows, excessive light
and glare) that are incompatible with residential uses or pedestrian-oriented retail
activities are prohibited.

Old Town Commercial
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