RESOLUTION NO. 24-65

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CONSERVATION
ELEMENT SUBPOLICY CE 1.5 OF THE GENERAL PLAN /
COASTAL LAND USE PLAN TO IMPLEMENT HOUSING
ELEMENT 2023-2031 SUBPROGRAM HE 2.1(J) (CASE NO. 21-
0002-GPA)

WHEREAS, the City of Goleta’s General Plan / Coastal Land Use Plan
("General Plan”) includes a Land Use Element and Housing Element among
other elements; and

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2023, the City Council adopted the amended
Housing Element 2023-2031; and

WHEREAS, among other things, the amended Housing Element 2023-
2031 includes Implementation Programs. Among these Programs is Program HE
2.1, entitled “Encourage a Diverse Range of New Housing”; and

WHEREAS, Program HE 2.1 includes subprogram (j), which has an
implementation timeframe of December 2024; and

WHEREAS, subprogram HE 2.1(j) requires General Plan amendment to
Conservation Element subpolicy CE 1.5 to ensure that changes to mapped
environmentally sensitive habitat areas are not treated as a General Plan
amendment for a project; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission Council conducted a duly noticed
public hearing on October 14, 2024, regarding amendments to the General Plan
to implement HE 2.1(j) at which time all interested persons were given an
opportunity to be heard; and

WHEREAS, on October 14, 2024, the Planning Commission adopted
Resolution 24-06, recommending to the City Council adoption of amendments to
the General Plan to implement HE 2.1(j); and

WHEREAS, the City Council, on December 5, 2023, adopted an
Addendum to the Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Pian Environmental
Impact Report (“EIR”) (State Clearinghouse No. 2005031151), which was
certified in October 2006 by the City Council. The Addendum analyzed the
environmental impacts of the actions taken in this Resolution. Adopting the
Addendum satisfied the City Council's obligations under the California
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) regarding amendments to the General Plan
to implement HE 2.1(j), and none of the conditions in Public Resources Code
section 21166 or State CEQA Guidelines section 15162 apply. Thus, no further



environmental review is required as adoption of this Resolution falls within the
scope of the adopted Addendum and previously certified EIR; and

WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing on
November 19, 2024, regarding amendments to the General Plan to implement
HE 2.1(j), at which time all interested persons were given an opportunity to be
heard; and

WHEREAS, the City Council considered the entire administrative record,
including the staff report (and all attachments thereto), the General Plan, the staff
presentation, and oral and written testimony from interested persons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF GOLETA, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Recitals

The City Council hereby finds and determines that the recitals above are
true and correct and are each incorporated by reference and adopted as
findings by the City Council.

SECTION 2. Required Findings for General Plan Amendments

The changes to the Conservation Element to implement HE 2.1(j) amends
the City’s General Plan / Coastal Land Use Plan. Accordingly, pursuant to
Goleta Municipal Code subsection 17.67.050(C), the City Council hereby
finds as follows:

(a) The amendment is consistent with the guiding principles and
goals of the General Plan.

The first Guiding Principle/Goal of the Conservation Element is to
“[pJrotect, maintain, and enhance natural ecosystem processes and
functions in Goleta and its environs in order to maintain their natural
ecological diversity.” The amendments to subpolicy CE 1.5 continues
to emphasize protection of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas
(ESHA) while providing clearer processing expectations and timelines
for development within the City. The clarifications provided in subpolicy
CE 1.5 will better serve the goals and objectives found within the
Housing Element 2023-2031 and the Guiding Principles and Goals of
the Land Use Element, such as Principle/Goal #8, to “[m]aintain a
balance of housing types, densities, and sizes and ensure creation and
maintenance of quality, livable residential environments.”

Additionally, one of the four main purposes of the General Plan is to
provide a unified and coherent framework and vision for the future of
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the community. By implementing a General Plan amendment identified
in the Housing Element 2023-2031, the City ensures a unified vision,
particularly considerate of future housing development, thought all
elements of the General Plan.

For these reasons, the General Plan amendment is consistent with the
guiding principles and goals of the General Plan.

(b) The amendment is deemed to be in the public interest.

The General Plan amendment serves to clarify and streamline
development processing, including for housing development.
Improvements in the permitting process will help address issues
identified in the Housing Element 2023-2031 Technical Appendix such
as cost overburden, overcrowded households, and the need to
commute from outside the City to jobs within the City, thereby
benefiting residents and employees within the City. At the same time,
the amendment will maintain the City’s high level of protection for
ESHA and provide clarity on how ESHA are mapped and protected.

For these reasons, the General Plan amendment is in the public
interest.

SECTION 3. City Council Action
The City Council takes the following action:

Amend the text of the Conservation Element subpolicy CE 1.5, as shown
in Exhibit “A,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 4. Certification

The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution
and enter it into the book of original resolutions.

SECTION 5. Effective Date
This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption.
SECTION 6. Severability

If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this resolution or the
application thereof to any entity, person or circumstance is held for any
reason to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect other
provisions or applications of this resolution that can be given effect without
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the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this
resolution are severable. The City Council hereby declares that it would
have adopted this resolution and each section, sentence, clause or phrase
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more section, subsections,
sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 19" day of November 2024.

PAULA PEROTTE
MAYOR

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

//’ W‘

5AAC ROSEN
ACTING CITY ATTORNEY
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA ) SS.
CITY OF GOLETA )

I, DEBORAH S. LOPEZ, City Clerk of the City of Goleta, California, DO
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 24-65 was duly adopted by
the City Council of the City of Goleta at a regular meeting held on the 19t day of
November 2024, by the following roll call vote of the City Council:

AYES: MAYOR PEROTTE, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE REYES-
MARTIN, COUNCILMEMBERS KASDIN, KYRIACO AND
RICHARDS

NOES: NONE

ABSENT: NONE

ABSTENTIONS: NONE

(SEAL)
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Resolution No. 24-65, Exhibit A

CE 1.5 Corrections to Map of ESHAs. [GP/CP] If a site-specific biological study,
prepared consistent with subpolicy CE 1.3, contains substantial evidence that an area
previously shown as an ESHA on Figure 4-1_(and Figure 3-5) does not contain habitat
that meets the definition of an ESHA for reasons, other than that set forth in CE 1.4, or
an area not shown as ESHA on Figure 4-1 (and Figure 3-5) that meets the definition of
an ESHA, the Planning Commission, or the City Council if it is otherwise the Review
Authority for the underlying project under Title 17 of the Goleta Municipal Code, shall
make a finding based on substantial evidence as part of the project approval regarding
the phvsucal extent of the ESHA and detalleQustlflcatlon for rewsuons at the prolect site;

ﬂqe;efe;e—ne#be%»b}eeue—ﬂ%ESHA—pFeteehen—pehaes—eﬁh%—plan If the ﬁnal—deetsten—
making-bedyPlanning Commission, or the City Council if it is otherwise the Review
Authority for the underlying project under Title 17 of the Goleta Municipal Code, finds
determines that a change in the mappedthe-area-is-hot-an ESHA is warranted, a map
revisionmedification shall be included in the next General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan
ESHA map amendment_as detailed below. In cases of removal of mapped ESHA, the
General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan ;-hewevertocal-Ceastal-Program-policies and
standards for protection of ESHAs shall not apply, and approval of development
consistent with all other requirements of the General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan this
plan-may be considered prior to the map revision.

At a minimum, Figure 4-1 (and Figure 3-5) shall be reviewed and updated every five
years to reflect currently available information, including up-to-date information on
locations of rare, threatened. or endangered species or habitats; changes made in
project approval decisions; and changes due to rising sea level.




