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City of Goleta Q+A 

EV Infrastructure - Nonresidential Alterations and Additions 
 

Q. When does the California Green Building Code (CALGreen) Intervening 
Supplement become effective? 
The Intervening Code Supplement has an effective date of July 1st, 2024. 
 

Q. What is considered an alteration of an existing parking surface? 
Refer to the State Code. Per the proposed Reach Code, Green Building Code Section 
301.3 is amended to clarify that repairs including, but not limited to, resurfacing, 
restriping, and repairing or maintaining existing lighting fixtures are not considered 
alterations for the purpose of this section. 
 

Q. What does "increase in power supply to an electric service panel" mean? 
This could include an increase from the utility to the main panel or an increase in the 
size (amperage) of an electric panel for a parking facility. 
 

Q. When does Code Section 301.3 apply? 
Refer to the State Code. 
 

Q. What does EVCS mean? What does EVSE mean? 
Refer to the State Code’s definitions from CALGreen, placed below for reference. 
Electric Vehicle Charging Station (EVCS). One or more electric vehicle charging spaces 
served by EVSE or receptacle(s). 
Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE). The conductors, including the ungrounded, 
grounded, and equipment grounding conductors and the electric vehicle connectors, 
attachment plugs, personnel protection system, and all other fittings, devices, power 
outlets or apparatus installed specifically for the purpose of transferring energy 
between the premises wiring and the electric vehicle. 

 
Q. If a tenant requires improvements in excess of $200,000, with no 

additional power or panel upgrades, are EV chargers required? 
Refer to the State Code. The EV infrastructure is not required since the parking lot is not 
involved and there is no increase in power supply. 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/CAGBC2022P3/chapter-2-definitions
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Q. What if the utility states its going to take 18 months to bring additional 

service to the property? 
Per the State Code, Section 5.106.5.4 specifies exceptions from the alterations/additions 
rule. Exception (b) specifies “where the local utility is unable to supply adequate 
power”. The building official would determine if this case would qualify for the 
exception. 

 
Q. Are the EV spaces required to be available to the public or can they be 

limited to the occupants of the building? 
The code does not specify that they need to be available to the public; however, 
applicable local planning/zoning regulations related to parking apply. Charging stations 
should be clearly signed in accordance with any local regulations. 

 
Q. If the alteration requires an increase to an individual sub panel, but not 

the main panel, must EV infrastructure be provided per the new code 
requirement? 
Only if the subpanel is in or associated with a parking facility. 
 

Q. Must the required EV infrastructure be installed prior to obtaining the 
alteration permit or occupancy clearance under the permit?  
The required EV infrastructure must be installed at occupancy, and only when the EV 
infrastructure requirements for alterations are triggered. Plans for EV infrastructure 
installation per code requirements should be included with permit submittals. 
 

Q. Is Level 1 charging (120V) allowed as part of the Reach Code?  
For nonresidential new construction and additions/alterations subject to the code, level 
1 charging is not compliant with the code requirements. This is the case with the 
statewide CALGreen code, and not unique to Goleta’s Reach code. 
 
Section 5.106.5.3.2 clearly states that EVCS shall be provided with Level 2 EVSE or DCFC, 
while also allowing potential substitution with low power Level 2 per Section 
5.106.5.3.6. 
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Developers and building owners are welcome to install Level 1 charging equipment as 
long as it is in excess of the spaces required by the code. 
 

Q. Will the reach code increase cost? 
Yes, the reach code and the increase in percentages for EV infrastructure will increase 
costs for developers and projects in total, in comparison to the base statewide 
CALGreen code.  
 
Specific to alterations and additions, the triggers that prompt EV infrastructure build-out 
are in limited use cases involving electrical infrastructure and are designed to be added 
at the most cost-effective times to install electrical infrastructure in existing buildings. 

 
Q. What incentive programs are available? Are there restrictions based on 

project size or location? 
Central Coast Community Energy (3CE) continues to support our communities by 
funding electrification projects including the installation of electric vehicle charging 
stations to support new construction and retrofits. 3CE incentive programs do not 
include restrictions based on city, state, or federal requirements or project size. Please 
see the 3CE website for details. You can also contact Customer Account Manager Jeff 
Railsback via email at jrailsback@3ce.org for more information. 

https://3cenergy.org/
mailto:jrailsback@3ce.org

