
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION (NOE)  
 
`To:  Office of Planning and Research  From: City of Goleta 
  P.O. Box 3044, 1400 Tenth St. Rm. 212  130 Cremona Drive, Suite B 
  Sacramento, CA 95812-3044   Goleta, CA 93117 
 
 X Clerk of the Board of Supervisors    
  County of Santa Barbara      
  105 E. Anapamu Street, Room 407 
  Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
 
Subject: Filing of Notice of Exemption  

 
 
Project Title: 
 
Calle Real Shopping Center Improvements; Case Nos. 22-0003-DRB, 24-0006-
DPAM 
 
Project Applicant: 
 
SEPPS Inc, for Cal-Real North, L.P. (north side of Calle Real) and Cal-Real 
Properties, L.P. (south side of Calle Real). 

 
Project Location (Addresses and APNs):  
 
 5660, 5820, 5748, 5700, 5652, 5733, 5697, 5785, 5677, and 5687 Calle Real, 

Goleta CA, 93117, County of Santa Barbara,  
 
 APNs: 069-110-093, -084, -085, -094, -090, -095, -070, -067, -059, -058. 
 
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:  
 
The owners of the Calle Real Shopping Center, Cal-Real North, L.P. (north side 
of Calle Real) and Cal-Real Properties, L.P. (south side of Calle Real) are 
proposing to update and rebrand the properties with the intention of modernizing 
building facades and site amenities. The project includes the following elements: 
 

1. Updates to building facades, architectural features, and roof lines. 
 

2. Adding a pedestrian connection to adjacent residential area to the 
north of the buildings located on the northside of Calle Real. 

 
3. Removal of 22 parking spaces in order to add pedestrian-oriented 

“green” space for socializing, dining, and passive recreation. These 
new green space areas will include trellises, seating, shade trees, etc. 
Further these green space areas include: 

 
a. Construction of an approximately 1,000-square foot roofed, 
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open-sided structure for public gathering with an enclosed 
restroom area between Building A and B.  

 
b. Demolition of 1,740 square feet in the southwestern corner of 

Building D (the former FedEx space to the east of Trader 
Joe’s) to create more parking spaces.  

 
c. Addition of approximately 4,754 square feet of open-sided 

trellised seating areas throughout the properties (near 
Buildings A, B, and D). 

 
4. Changes to paving and sidewalk materials throughout the entire site. 

 
5. Updates to landscaping throughout the entire site, including the 

removal of 115 trees to be replaced with 109 trees such as olive, 
sycamore, and lemon species. 
 

6. Plant selection is a mix of California native plants and Mediterranean 
and Australian plants adapted to the dry conditions of southern 
California, which will minimize maintenance and water requirements. 
 

7. All proposed exterior lighting is dark-sky compliant by being fully 
shielded/hooded and directing all light downward. 
 

8. Addition of 8 parking spaces with the demolition of a portion of 
Building D. 

 
9. Improvements to stormwater and drainage facilities throughout the 

entire site. 
 

10. Adding agrarian-themed murals on Buildings A, B, & C. 
 
11. Adding bicycle parking, electric vehicle, and electric bicycle charging 

stations throughout the entire site. 
 

 
The Beneficiary of the Project is Cal-Real North, L.P. and Cal-Real Properties, 
L.P., property owners. 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving the Project (Lead Agency):  
 
City of Goleta  
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Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out the Project:  
 
Cal-Real North, L.P. (north side of Calle Real) and Cal-Real Properties, L.P. 
(south side of Calle Real) 
 
Exempt Status:  

X Categorical Exemption: Existing Facilities, State CEQA Guidelines, 
§15301 
 

Reason(s) why the project is exempt: 
Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
(Public Resources Code §§ 21000 et seq.), the regulations promulgated 
thereunder (14 Cal. Code of Regulations §§ 15000 et seq.: State CEQA 
Guidelines), and the City’s Environmental Review Guidelines, the project has 
been found to be exempt from CEQA under Section 15301 of the CEQA 
Guidelines and a Notice of Exemption is proposed.  
 
The City of Goleta is acting as the Lead Agency for this project. The project has 
been found to be exempt from CEQA Guidelines per Sections 15301(a) (Exterior 
Alterations) and because the project proposes to make exterior alterations on a 
developed site. There are no additional primary buildings proposed and the new 
structures are ancillary in nature (trellises, public restrooms, shade structure).   
Further, the other improvements are enhancements to the landscaping, 
pedestrian connectivity and stormwater facilities all of which are consistent with 
repair, maintenance or minor alterations with no change in the nature and use of 
the shopping center as identified in Section 15301(a).    
 
Exceptions to the Exemption:  
Moreover, none of the exceptions to the categorical exemptions set forth in State 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to the project. The exception set forth in 
State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(a), Location Class 11 are qualified by 
consideration of where the project is to be located. The proposed project is not 
located in or will have an impact on an environmental resource of critical concern 
that is designated, precisely mapped, or officially adopted pursuant to law by 
federal, state, or local agencies given its location and the nature of the site. 
Section 15300.2(b)’s exception, relating to cumulative impacts, does not apply as 
there are no other successive projects of the same type in the same place that 
could result in significant cumulative impacts. Section 15300.2(c)’s exception 
does not apply because there are no “unusual circumstances” that apply to the 
project; exterior alterations to a shopping center are not unusual. Section 
15300.2(d)’s exception does not apply because the project is not located near 
any scenic highways. Section 15300.2(e)’s exception does not apply because the 
project site does not contain hazardous waste and is not on any list compiled 
pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. Finally, Section 
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15300.2(f)’s exception does not apply because the project has no potential of 
causing a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 
Additionally, the project site does not contain any identified significant cultural 
resources and will be conditioned to include all mandatory grading best practices. 
 
For all the foregoing reasons, the entirety of the Project is exempt under the 
Class 1 exemption. 
 
 
City of Goleta Contact Person and Telephone Number:  
 
Travis Lee, Associate Planner, (805) 562-5528 
 
 
 
Lisa Prasse, AICP   Current Planning Manager   Date  
 
Note:  Authority cited: Section 21083 and 211110, Public Resources Code 
 Reference: Sections 21108, 21152.1, Public Resources Code 


