
Attachment 3 
Findings Adopted DRB on February 11, 2025  
Calle Real Shopping Center Improvements 

Case Nos. 22-0003-DRB, 24-0006-DPAM    
 
DESIGN REVIEW FINDINGS (GMC SECTION 17.58.080) 
 

1. The development will be compatible with the neighborhood, and its size, bulk and 
scale will be appropriate to the site and the neighborhood. 
 
The proposed improvements update the building façades to a contemporary 
design while providing site improvements, new landscaping, and amenities for 
customers. The façade improvements add articulation and visual interest while 
avoiding monotony by inserting materials and colors repeated throughout the 
shopping center. There is no additional bulk or scale added to the existing buildings 
since no new square footage is proposed, however, several trellis-covered patio 
areas are proposed to be scattered throughout the shopping center. 
 

2. Site layout, orientation, and location of structures, including any signage and 
circulation, are in an appropriate and harmonious relationship to one another and 
the property. 
 
There is no change to the layout, orientation or location of the buildings as the 
buildings already exist. The proposal is to update the building façades to a 
contemporary design while providing site improvements, new landscaping, and 
amenities for customers. Approximately 1,740 square feet of the southwest corner 
of Building D (formerly FedEx) will be demolished to create a 3,100-square foot 
parking lot. Signage will be reviewed separately and is not part of this review.  
 

3. The development demonstrates a harmonious relationship with existing adjoining 
development, avoiding both excessive variety as well as monotonous repetition, 
but allowing similarity of style, if warranted. 
 
The façade alterations are proposed for the entire shopping center and are 
harmonious in that they share the same contemporary agrarian-inspired design. 
The Shopping Center’s architectural design is a reference to Goleta’s agrarian 
roots and features three locations for murals inspired by Goleta’s agricultural 
history. The proposed facades are not identical, so the alterations add variety as 
well as reducing monotonous repetition. 
 

4. There is harmony of material, color, and composition on all sides of structures. 
 
The Calle Real Shopping Center is harmonious in terms of materials and colors on 
all sides of the structure and these new facades are proposed to carry out the 
same materials used throughout the shopping center.   
 



5. Any outdoor mechanical or electrical equipment is well integrated in the total 
design and is screened from public view to the maximum extent practicable. 
 
No outdoor mechanical or electrical equipment is proposed with the façade 
changes. 
 

6. The site grading is minimized, and the finished topography will be appropriate for 
the site. 
 
No grading is proposed as part of the proposed project. 
 

7. Adequate landscaping is provided in proportion to the project and the site with due 
regard to preservation of specimen and protected trees, and existing native 
vegetation. 
 
New landscaping is proposed throughout the shopping center. Approximately 119 
non-native trees are proposed for removal and 165 trees are proposed to be 
planted. No specimen, protected trees, and existing native vegetation will be 
removed as part of the project. 
 

8. The selection of plant materials is appropriate to the project and its environment, 
and adequate provisions have been made for long-term maintenance of the plant 
materials. 

 
Plant selection is a mix of California native plants and Mediterranean and 
Australian plants adapted to the dry conditions of Southern California, which will 
minimize maintenance and water requirements. 
 

9. All exterior lighting, including for signage, is well designed, appropriate in size and 
location, and dark-sky compliant. 
 
All proposed exterior lighting is dark-sky compliant by being fully shielded/hooded 
and directing all light downward. 
 

10. The project architecture will respect the privacy of neighbors, is considerate of 
private views, and is protective of solar access off site. 
 
The proposed façade alterations and site improvements will not affect privacy of 
neighbors, impact existing views, and will not result in obstruction of solar access 
to other adjacent properties. The commercial shopping center already exists and 
the proposed improvements are intended to enhance the shopping experience. 
 

11. The proposed development is consistent with any additional design standards as 
expressly adopted by the City Council. (Ord. 20-03 § 6). 
 



The proposed project must adhere to the Architectural Standards for Commercial 
Projects and, since the façade improvements are consistent with the 
aforementioned Architectural Standards for Commercial Projects, it complies with 
this standard.  
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT FINDING  
 

12. The proposed Development Plan Amendment is categorically exempt pursuant to 
the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code §§ 21000 et seq.; 
“CEQA”) and CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code Regs. §§ 15000 et seq.). 
Specifically, the project is categorically exempt from environmental review 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15301 (Existing Facilities). 

 
Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
(Public Resources Code §§ 21000 et seq.), the regulations promulgated 
thereunder (14 Cal. Code of Regulations §§ 15000, et seq.: State CEQA 
Guidelines), and the City’s Environmental Review Guidelines, the project has been 
found to be exempt from CEQA under Sections §15301 of the CEQA Guidelines.  
 
Moreover, none of State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2’s exceptions to the 
Class 32 exemption apply to the project. The exception set forth in State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15300.2(a), by its own terms, does not apply to projects that 
fall within the Class 1 exemption; moreover, the project will not impact an 
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern that is designated, 
precisely mapped, or officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local 
agencies. Section 15300.2(b)’s exception, relating to cumulative impacts, does not 
apply as technical reports in the record of proceedings (Historic Resources report; 
Archeological report; Arborist report; and Traffic, Parking, and VMT study) 
demonstrate that the project would not result in significant cumulative impacts; 
moreover, there are no other successive projects of the same type in the same 
place that could result in significant cumulative impacts. Section 15300.2(c)’s 
exception does not apply because there are no “unusual circumstances” that apply 
to the project; redevelopment of an existing commercial shopping center next to 
existing development does not constitute an unusual circumstance. Section 
15300.2(d)’s exception does not apply because the project is not located near any 
scenic highways. Section 15300.2(e)’s exception does not apply because the 
project site and off-site improvement locations do not contain hazardous waste and 
are not on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 
Finally, Section 15300.2(f)’s exception does not apply because the project has no 
potential to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource as there are no historical resources on-site. Additionally, the Project’s site 
does not contain any identified significant cultural resources and will be 
conditioned to include all mandatory grading monitoring best practices. 

 
 
 


