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 NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF  
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT & 

 NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEARING OFFICER MEETING  

Thursday November 6, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. 
 

 
SANDPIPER GOLF COURSE RENOVATION AND NEW CLUBHOUSE PROJECT 

CASE NOS. 22-001-CDPH, 22-0009-DP-CUP, 22-0032-DRB, 25-0001-MOD 
Location: 7925 Hollister Avenue;  

Assessor Parcel Number 079-210-059 
 
ATTENTION: The meeting will be held in person and via the Zoom platform. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Goleta (City), as Lead Agency under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code §§ 21000, et seq.; “CEQA”), has completed a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Sandpiper Golf Course Renovation and New Clubhouse 
Project (Project). A general description of the Project is provided below. The City invites comments on 
the adequacy and completeness of the environmental analysis and mitigation measures described in the 
Draft EIR during the public review period from October 16, 2025, through December 1, 2025.  
 
A meeting to receive comments on the adequacy of the Draft EIR will be held by the City Environmental 
Hearing Officer (EHO) on:  
 

DATE AND TIME:  Thursday November 6, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. 
 

LOCATION: Goleta City Hall, 130 Cremona Drive, Goleta, CA, 93117 and 
Teleconference Meeting; this meeting will be held in person and via Zoom 
(with detailed instructions for participation included on the posted 
agenda posted at least 72 hours before the meeting.) 

 
The EHO is not a decision-maker for this Project and will only receive comments regarding the adequacy 
of the environmental impact analysis included in the Draft EIR. The City Council will be the City’s 
decision-maker regarding the adequacy of the analysis within the Draft EIR and on the merits of this 
Project after receiving recommendations from the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), the Design 
Review Board (DRB), and the Planning Commission.  No hearing dates before the HPC, the DRB, the 
Planning Commission or the City Council have been set at this time. Separate notices for these public 
hearings before these review bodies will be provided in the future. The project site is located in the 
Coastal Zone, therefore, review and action on the Project by the California Coastal Commission is also 
required and will occur at a future date. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY: The primary components of the proposed Sandpiper Golf 
Course Renovation and New Clubhouse Project are summarized below:  
 
 Demolition of the existing golf course clubhouse and construction of a new, two-story clubhouse with 

a basement, and the construction of additional parking spaces.  
 Modifications to the existing 18-hole golf course.  
 Landscaping and irrigation improvements.  
 Replacement of existing maintenance facilities. 
 Replacement of an existing comfort station (i.e., restroom).  
 Construction of the Rio Grande Coffee Shop adjacent to the historic Barnsdall Rio Grande Gas 

Station, and the adaptive reuse and restoration of the historic Barnsdall Rio Grande Gas Station to 
provide seating and bicycle amenities for the Rio Grande Coffee Shop. 
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 Incorporation of the new clubhouse and comfort station into the Sphere of Influence for the Goleta 
West Sanitary District (GWSD).  

 Hollister Avenue right-of-way (ROW) vacation from the City.  
 Dedication of a five-acre easement at Bell Canyon to a qualified land conservation entity; and 

improvements along Hollister Avenue, including revised project site entry points, a new public trail, 
undergrounding of electrical and utility lines, bus stop relocation, and curb and sidewalk 
improvements.  

 
The Project applicant also requests an Adjustment to allow the maximum height of the proposed 
clubhouse building to be increased from 25 feet to 29 feet, which would facilitate an architectural feature 
of the building and a Modification to allow eight (8) proposed vehicle parking spaces to encroach into a 
required front yard setback. 
 
The project was filed by Sandpiper Golf Trust, LLC, property owner. 
 
LOCATION AND ZONING: The 19.3-acre project site is located at 7925 Hollister Avenue (Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 079-210-059) in Goleta, California. The project site is within the Coastal Zone and is 
bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the south and Hollister Avenue to the north.  The project site is 
designated “Open Space/Active Recreation” by the City of Goleta’s General Plan/Coastal Land Use 
Plan. Portions of the project site are designated as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area in the City of 
Goleta’s General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan Conservation Element. The project site is zoned “Open 
Space/Active Recreation.” 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT EIR: The Draft EIR is available for a 45-day public review period from 
October 16, 2025, to December 1, 2025. The Draft EIR is available on the City’s website at 
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/your-city/planning-and-environmental-review/ceqa-review/sandpiper-golf-
course.  
 
The Draft EIR analyzes the impacts of the Project on the topics of Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological 
Resources, Cultural Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and 
Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Parks and 
Recreation, Public Services, Transportation and Circulation, Tribal Cultural Resources, and Utilities and 
Service Systems.  The EIR also analyzes four alternatives to the Project.  CEQA Guidelines Appendix G 
checklist topics not evaluated by the Draft EIR include issue areas that were determined through the 
Notice of Preparation and EIR scoping process to not have the potential to be significantly affected by 
the Project.   
 
The Draft EIR concludes that the Project would not result in any significant and unavoidable project-
specific or cumulative impacts (Class I).   
 
The Draft EIR concludes that the Project would have potentially significant, but mitigable, impacts 
on the environment (Class II) in the areas of: Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and 
Soils, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, 
Tribal Cultural Resources, and Utilities and Service Systems. 
 
CORTESE LIST: There are two known hazardous materials sites on the project site: a Santa Barbara 
County Environmental Health Services (EHS) Cleanup Program Site (case no. 375) for the Sandpiper 
Golf Club, which has an “Open – Inactive” status as of June 2, 2023; and a Leaking Underground Storage 
Tank Cleanup Site case (EHS case no. 51238, Central Coast Regional Quality Control Board case no. 
213) for the Barnsdall Rio Grande Gas Station, which has a “Completed – Case Closed” status as of 
April 24, 1997. 
 
DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY and FURTHER INFORMATION: The Draft EIR will be posted on October 

https://www.cityofgoleta.org/your-city/planning-and-environmental-review/ceqa-review/sandpiper-golf-course
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/your-city/planning-and-environmental-review/ceqa-review/sandpiper-golf-course
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16, 2025, on the City’s website at www.cityofgoleta.org. Hard copies of the Draft EIR will be available for 
review at Goleta City Hall’s Zoning Counter, the Goleta Valley Library Express, and the Goleta 
Community Center. For more information about this project, contact project planner Mary Chang at 805-
961-7567 or mchang@cityofgoleta.org.  Para consultas en espanol, comuniquese con Marco Martinez 
al (805) 9562-5500 o mmartinez@cityofgoleta.org.  
 
DRAFT EIR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: The public review period begins on October 16, 2025, and 
ends on December 1, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. All letters should be addressed to Mary Chang, 
Supervising Planner, City of Goleta, 130 Cremona Drive, Goleta, CA 93117 or 
mchang@cityofgoleta.org. All comments must be received no later than 5:00 P.M. on December 1, 
2025.  Please limit comments to environmental issues only. When possible, please use email to submit 
public comments. 
 
ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION: Information regarding how to participate in the EHO meeting to be held 
on November 6, 2025 , at 5:00 pm will be provided on the EHO Agenda which will be posted at least 72 
hours in advance of the meeting date at https://www.cityofgoleta.org/your-city/planning-and-
environmental-review/ceqa-review/sandpiper-golf-course.  
 
Interested persons are encouraged to provide public comments during the public hearing in person or 
virtually through the Zoom teleconference, by following the instructions listed in the agenda. Written 
comments may be submitted prior to the hearing by emailing permeetings@cityofgoleta.gov. Written 
comments will be distributed to the Environmental Hearing Officer and published on the City’s CEQA 
page for the project. 
 
NOTE: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need assistance to participate in the hearing, please 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at (805) 961-7505 or cityclerkgroup@cityofgoleta.org. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the 
hearing will enable City staff to make reasonable arrangements. 
 
NOTE: If you challenge the nature of the above action in court, you may be limited to only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the City on or before the date of 
the hearing (Government Code Section 65009 (b)(2)).  
 
Publish: Santa Barbara Independent, October 16, 2025  
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