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Planning and Environmental Review issues this Revised Project Clearance for the development 
described below, based upon the required findings and subject to the attached terms and 
conditions. 
 
DATE OF PERMIT ISSUANCE (After Appeal Period): December 1, 2025 
 
PROJECT CLEARANCE DESCRIPTION SUMMARY: 
The permit authorizes the development of the currently vacant 7.6-acre Lot 19 of the Cabrillo 
Business Park (CBP), 6701 Discovery Drive (formerly 355 Coromar Drive), with a new research 
and development (R&D) facility (Project). The R&D facility is comprised of three (3) new buildings 
and related site improvements. The main R&D building, Building A, is comprised of 98,847 SF (net) 
with two stories and third-story mezzanine elements, located in the central portion of the Project 
site. Building A is supported by Building B, a single-story mechanical/electrical building (not 
occupied), and Building C, a three level 231-space parking structure. A portion of the first floor of 
the parking structure (Building C) is devoted to employee amenity uses, including a fitness room, 
showers/restrooms, bicycle, miscellaneous storage areas, and utility areas (5,383 SF, net). The 
total net building floor area of the Project is 104,230 SF. The Project also includes screened yard 
areas that contain ground-mounted electrical/mechanical equipment, above ground tanks to store 
helium, nitrogen, and back up fuel supplies, and other outdoor storage needs. The Project site is 
developed with an existing stormwater detention basin at the southern (rear) portion of the site. 
The Project does not propose any modifications to the existing detention basin area. The 
parameters of the approval include:  
 
 Building A – R&D Building: 117,759 SF Gross / 98,847 SF Net 

 
 Building B – Mechanical/ Electrical Building: 16,615 SF Gross / 0 SF Net (not occupied) 

 
 Building C – Parking Structure: 82,082 SF Gross / 5,383 SF Net (employee 

amenities/storage/utilities) 
 

 Yard Area #1: 37,026 SF, screened with corrugated metal fencing/gates up to 15 feet tall, 
trees, and corrugated metal panels up to 34 feet tall.  

o 10 hybrid coolers approx. 8 feet tall 
o 20,000-gallon above-ground storage tank, approx. 8-10 feet tall, adjacent to yard 

area 
o 11 helium storage tanks, 34 feet tall, adjacent to yard area behind screening 



o Two nitrogen storage tanks, 34 feet tall, adjacent to yard area behind screening 
 
 

 Yard Area #2: 18,618 SF, screened with corrugated metal fencing up to 10 feet tall. 
o Electrical utility equipment 

 
 Trash Enclosures: 500 SF 

 
 Landscaping: 98,324 SF 

 
 Emergency Power: Seven roof-mounted Diesel Generators, fueled by 20,000-gallon above-

ground storage tank in Yard Area #1 
 
LAND USE SUMMARY: 
The Project site is zoned Specific Plan Cabrillo Business Park (SP-CBP), with sub-zones Business 
Park (I-BP) and Service Industrial (I-S). As described in the City’s General Plan, I-BP states “[u]ses 
in the Business Park designation may include a wide variety of research and development, light 
industrial, and office uses, as well as small-scale commercial uses that serve the needs of 
business park employees.” I-S allows uses such as warehouses, storage, outdoor storage, 
manufacturing, heavy commercial uses, and other similar uses. The Project site zoning allows 
office and some small-scale commercial use intended to be in support of, or accessory to, R&D 
and light industrial uses. Thus, the Project site is zoned exclusively for industrial use. 
 
The Project will serve as the primary research and development location to build, test, refine, and 
improve prototype quantum computing machines that will one day be manufactured for use by end-
users to facilitate new processes and solutions across different industries and platforms. The 
Project is not a data center and the Project Site would not be used for the scaled manufacturing of 
quantum computers or quantum computing chips (qubits). 
 
As described above, the Project contains three proposed structures. Building A, the primary R&D 
building, will be used to build, test and refine quantum computers. It consists of a lab area that 
contains the prototype computers and supporting equipment, workstation areas for team members, 
and employee support areas. The prototype quantum computer consists of three primary 
components. The largest piece of the computer is described as a chandelier; this portion is made 
from copper tubes, wires and gold plates which serves an important cooling function allowing the 
specialized quantum processor to perform its assigned task. This cooled environment is confined 
to the machine and is achieved through the use of helium and nitrogen, both non-toxic and non-
hazardous gasses. The quantum processor (based on a qubit) resides at the “bottom” of the 
machine in the cooled chamber and performs the data analysis. The third and final component is a 
series of cables, wires and supporting equipment that allow Google’s team members to 
communicate with the quantum processor and direct the task or problem to solve. Building B, an 
unoccupied mechanical building, and the adjacent yard area will house the Project’s mechanical, 
HVAC and cooling systems. Building B also contains rooftop emergency backup generators to 
ensure the quantum computers and functions are not damaged or interrupted during a power 
outage.  Building C is a parking structure that also provides bicycle storage, and employee support 
space including a fitness room and showers. 
 
APPROVALS SUMMARY: 
This Project Clearance approves the project described above and the associated plans. The 
following previously permitted Project Clearances on this project site will remain entitled through 
the case numbers listed below: 
 



• Case No. 14-070-LLA: The lot line adjustment that created the current boundaries of CBP 
Lot 19. 
 

• Case No. 14-132-LUP: The approved design and landscaping of the 50-foot wetland buffer 
area and detention basin currently installed on CBP Lot 19, including rough grading of the 
site.  
 

• Case No. 21-0042-ZC(PCR): The approved Vehicle Trip Allowance transfer of 42 traffic 
trips for CBP Lot 19 that will carry forward with the current Project Clearance. 
 

• Case No. 23-0002-PCR: The approved Vehicle Trip Allowance transfer of additional vehicle 
trips for the Google Project Clearance. Peak Hour traffic trips to Lot 19 comprising 43 traffic 
trips from Lot 9 and 18 traffic trips from Lot 14. The 61 traffic trips were added to the 42 
existing traffic trips approved on Lot 19 via 21-0042-ZC (PCR) for a total of 103 traffic trips 
assigned to and available for use for the Lot 19 Google R&D Building. 

 
All approval findings, consistency analyses, and conditions of approval from the above listed case 
numbers will remain in effect and are herein incorporated by reference. All previous other 
entitlements or approvals associated with the above listed cases, to the extent not described 
above, are superseded by 20-0001-PCR. The project was filed by Troy White on behalf of Google 
LLC, property owner. 
 
ASSOCIATED CASE NUMBERS: 14-070-LLA-OSP, 14-132-LUP, 21-0042-ZC(PCR) (Vehicle Trip 
Allowance only), 23-0002-PCR 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 
 
Statutory Exemption for Advanced Manufacturing 
 
The proposed Project is statutorily exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) 
pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.69. Public Resources Code section 21080.69 
exempts from environmental review “a project that consists exclusively of a facility for advanced 
manufacturing, as defined in Section 26003, if the project is located on a site zoned exclusively for 
industrial uses” (“Advanced Manufacturing Exemption”). 
 
Advanced manufacturing includes “manufacturing processes that improve existing or create 
entirely new materials, products, and processes through the use of science, engineering, or 
information technologies, high-precision tools and methods, a high-performance workforce, and 
innovative business or organizational models” utilizing advanced materials, microelectronics and 
nanoelectronics, integrated computational materials engineering, or additive manufacturing, among 
other things. (Pub. Resources Code, §§ 21080.69, 26003(a)(1)(A).) This definition includes 
systems that result from substantive advancement, whether incremental or breakthrough, beyond 
the current industry standard, in the production of materials and products. (Id., § 26003(a)(1)(B)(i).) 
These advancements include improvements in manufacturing processes and systems that are 
often referred to as “smart” or “intelligent” manufacturing systems, which integrate computational 
predictability and operational efficiency. (Id.) 
 
The proposed Project qualifies for the Advanced Manufacturing Exemption because the processes 
and production surrounding quantum computing fall squarely under the umbrella of “advanced 
manufacturing”. The research and development envisioned for the Project will be creating new 
processes through its study of quantum error correction with the ultimate goal of building a scaled-
up quantum computer. This process will be conducted through the use of “science, engineering, or 



information technologies, high-precision tools and methods, a high-performance workforce.” (Pub. 
Resources Code, § 26003(a)(1)(A).)  
 
Specifically, within the City of Goleta, the Project applicant is currently researching and developing 
quantum computers, which differ from traditional computers in that they are able to analyze data 
and solve problems exponentially faster than traditional computers. However, the Project applicant 
no longer has sufficient room at its current site to achieve the next milestones in quantum 
computing. The proposed Project will provide the additional space necessary for the applicant to 
continue to build and test quantum computer prototypes with the goal that these quantum 
computers will one day be made available to a range of users to facilitate new processes and 
solutions across different industries and platforms. As such, the proposed Project qualifies as 
“advanced manufacturing” because the Project will develop a Research and Development (“R&D) 
facility to test a cutting-edge technology that will significantly advance beyond current industry 
standards. The Project will revolutionize processes in a way that will solve the most challenging 
modern-day problems and significantly improve the lives of many people. Further, the Project’s 
quantum computing abilities will likely use artificial intelligence that will lead to advancements that 
include improvements in manufacturing processes and systems that are often referred to as 
“smart” or “intelligent” manufacturing systems, which integrate computational predictability and 
operational efficiency.  
 
In addition, the Project is proposed on a site designated for industrial uses. Specifically, the Project 
site is zoned Specific Plan Cabrillo Business Park (SP-CBP), with sub-zones Business Park (I-BP) 
and Service Industrial (I-S) as described in the Land Use Summary Section above. The Project site 
is zoned exclusively for industrial use with office and some small-scale commercial uses intended 
to be in support of, or accessory to, R&D and light industrial uses. Therefore, the proposed Project 
qualifies for the advanced manufacturing exemption under Public Resources Code Section 
21080.69 and no further environmental review of the Project is required. On this basis, staff 
recommends that the Director direct staff to prepare, execute, and file a Notice of Exemption within 
five (5) working days of Project approval to document this determination. 
 
CBP Environmental Impact Report  
 
In the alternative, and as a separate and independent basis, the proposed Project would not be 
subject to further environmental review because the Project falls within the scope of the Cabrillo 
Business Park Specific Plan (“CBP Specific Plan”), approved earlier as part of the CBP Final 
Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) (SCH No. 2000041129) certified on April 30, 2007. Pursuant 
to State CEQA Guidelines section 15168(c)(2), if a proposed project has been the subject of a 
previously certified program EIR and no subsequent EIR would be required pursuant to State 
CEQA Guidelines section 15162, the lead agency may approve the activity as being within the 
scope of the project covered by the previously certified program EIR, and no new environmental 
document is required. Here, the CBP Specific Plan contemplates development proposals for 
individual lots which will be processed and approved through a Project Clearance application.  
 
Here, the proposed Project would be built on Lot 19 of the CBP Specific Plan. Appendix A of the 
CBP Specific Plan sets forth a list of requirements an applicant must meet in order for the Director 
of Planning and Environmental Review or designee of the City of Goleta to grant it Project 
Clearance. State CEQA Guidelines section 15168(c)(4) allows an agency to use a written checklist 
to document the evaluation of the site and the activity to determine whether the environmental 
effects of the operation are within the scope of the program EIR. As part of the analysis, staff has 
prepared a Consistency Analysis with the Cabrillo Business Park Final EIR, which includes a 
checklist analyzing the consistency of the proposed Project to the Appendix A requirements for 



Project Clearance. (Exhibit b, Consistency Analysis with CBP SP Final Environmental Impact 
Report).  
 
Based on the Consistency Analysis, and pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15162, no 
subsequent or supplemental EIR is required for the proposed Project because of the following: 
 

1) No substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the 
previously certified CBP EIR (SCH No. 2000041129) due to the involvement of new 
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects; 
 

2) No substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is 
undertaken which will require major revisions of the previously certified CBP EIR (SCH No. 
2000041129) due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or 
 

3) No new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have 
been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the CBP EIR (SCH No. 
2000041129) was certified as complete, shows any of the following: (i) the project will have 
new or more severe significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR, (ii) mitigation 
measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be feasible and 
would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but the project 
proponent declines to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative, or (iii) mitigation 
measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the 
previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant environmental effects, but 
the project proponent declines to adopt the measure or alternative. 
 

Therefore, no subsequent environmental review is required per State CEQA Guidelines Sections 
15162 and 15168. On this basis, staff recommends that the Director direct staff to prepare, 
execute, and file a Notice of Determination within five (5) working days of Project approval to 
document this determination. 
 
 
TERMS OF REVISED PROJECT CLEARANCE ISSUANCE: 
 
1. Work Prohibited Prior to Revised Project Clearance Issuance. No work, development, or 

use intended to be authorized pursuant to this approval shall commence prior to issuance of 
this Revised Project Clearance and/or any other required permit (e.g., building permit). 

 
WARNING! THIS IS NOT A BUILDING/GRADING PERMIT. 

 
2. Date of Revised Project Clearance Issuance. This Permit shall be deemed effective and 

issued on the Date of Permit Issuance as identified above, provided that all terms and 
conditions must be met, and this Permit has been signed. 

  
3. Conditions of approval. This Revised Project Clearance is issued subject to compliance with 

the attached Conditions of Approval. Failure to comply with the conditions of this permit may 
result in a civil fine pursuant to the City Code and /or permit revocation. 

 
NOTE: Issuance of a Revised Project Clearance for this project does not allow construction 
or use outside of the project description, or terms or conditions; nor shall it be construed to 



be an approval of a violation of any provision of any City policy, ordinance, or other 
governmental regulation. 
 
OWNER/APPLICANT ACKNOWLEDGMENT: Undersigned permittee acknowledges receipt of this 
approval and agrees to abide by all terms and conditions thereof. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Print Name Signature    Date 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
The Planning and Environmental Review Director or designee approves Revised Project Clearance 
Case No. 25-0001-PCR and associated project plans (Exhibit g). Approval for the development 
described above within the CBP Specific Plan area is based upon the required findings and subject 
to conditions as outlined in the attached Exhibits. These Exhibits are listed below: 
 
a.  Approval Findings 
b.  Consistency Analysis with CBP SP Final Environmental Impact Report 
  Attachment 1: CBP Specific Plan Environmental Thresholds Checklist 
  Attachment 2: ATE’s Trip Generation and Parking Analysis for the Cabrillo Business 
  Park Lot 19 R&D Facility, dated June 17, 2025 
  Attachment 3: Archaeological Memo from Stone Archaeological Consulting (2024) 
  Attachment 4: Final Conceptual Wetland & Upland Restoration and Mitigation Plan 
  for the Cabrillo Business Park (05/12/2010, revised 
  Attachment 5: Cabrillo Business Park/UCSB – Density Analysis (ALUP); ALUCP Lot 
  Coverage Analysis 
  Attachment 6: Construction Noise Control Plan 
  Attachment 7: Noise Attenuation Plan 
  Attachment 8: Drainage Analysis Report, dated 6/13/25 
c.  Conditions of Approval (14-070-LLA-OSP) 
d. Conditions of Approval (14-132-LUP) 
e. Consistency Analysis with Cabrillo Business Park Specific Plan 
f. Conditions of Approval (25-0001-PCR) 
g. Approved Project Plans (25-0001-PCR), dated June 30, 2025 
 
  
 
Planning and Environmental Review Director Designee: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________   
Lisa Prasse                                            Date  


