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LU 3: Commercial Land Uses 
Objective: To provide lands in locations that are suitable, functional, attractive, and convenient for an appropriate mix and scale of residential and business serving commercial uses, including business 
and professional offices, retail trade, business services and,  where appropriate, residential mixed uses;  and to ensure that existing commercial recreation and other visitor-serving commercial 
opportunities are protected and future opportunities are established as a high priority. 

LU 3.1: Commercial Land Use Categories 
Table 2-2 shows the permitted uses and recommended standards for building intensity in each of the commercial land use designations. The commercial use categories are intended to provide 
appropriate locations for business uses that serve neighborhoods, the community, the region, and the traveling public while seeking to minimize traffic congestion, visual, and other impacts on 
surrounding residential areas. The intent of each use category is further described by its respective subpolicy policy below in the following sections . 

LU 3.6: Visitor Commercial 
The purpose of this designation This use category is intended to providesupport the needs of visitors to the coast by providing for a variety of commercial uses of low to moderate intensity often at or 
near scenic locations that may serve as destinations for visitors. and that are compatible with, and complement, adjacent recreational resource areas,  scenic locations, special points of interest, visitor 
destinations, and special neighborhoods or communities, as applicable. Customers are anticipated tomay drive or be transported to these establishments by vehicles. Development in Visitor Commercial 
areasThe intensity of the commercial development shall be subordinate to the character of the surrounding areas and shall be designed in a manner that will limit encroachment into residential or 
resource areas and shall be consistent with all other resource protection provisions of the LCP. When located near the beach or other natural areas, public access to resource areas shall be required.  
Transient lodging units such as Uses shall include the following: resort hotels that, motels, and restaurants. Uses, buildings, and structures customarily incidental and accessory to recreational facilities, 
including commercial uses and services, are operated as hotel condominiums, time-shares, or under a fractional ownership model shall be also permitted uses, regulated through measures including but 
not limited to owner-occupancy limitations, to assure these accommodations are available without limitation to the general public and protect the City’s transient occupancy tax base. 

LU 6: Park and Open Space Uses 
Objective: To provide and ensure equitable access to land areas for public parks, recreation, and open space land uses and private recreational lands within the city and recognize the importance of 
their contribution to the overall quality of life in Goleta for all users.  

LU 6.1: General 
Table 2-4 shows the Park and Open Space use categories, including permitted uses and recommended standards for building intensity for each category. The twoTwo land use categories are intended 
to identify appropriate locations forthe location and allowed uses for open space, parks and other recreational uses: the Open Space/Active Recreation (OS-AR) land use designation with an emphasis 
on developed parks and active recreational uses and the Open Space/Passive Recreation (OS-PR) land use designation for open space and passive recreation.recreational uses. Table 2-4 identifies 
the allowed uses in these park and open space use categories. The intent of each use category is further described in the following sectionsby its respective subpolicy below. 

LU 6.2: Open Space/Passive Recreation [GP/CP] 
This use category The purpose of this designation is intended to identify and reservepreserve areas with significant environmental values or resources, wildlife habitats, significant views, and other open 
space values. It may be used to designate both private and public open space areas. The category includes areas reserved for natural drainage courses that may be managed as part of the City’s 
stormwater management program. The following criteria and standards shall apply to lands within this designation:  
a. Open space lands are intended to maintain the landshall be maintained in a natural condition in order to protect and conserve sensitive habitats. 
b. Resource and accommodate public trails including segments of the California Coastal Trail (CCT). Allowed uses include: resource management activities, including, but not limited to,  such as habitat 
restorations, are permitted.  
c. Minimalrestoration or other measures intended to complement and benefit open space resource values; research and education; nature observation; minimal improvements to accommodate passive 
public use, such as trails, nature education, beach access, and public viewing areas, ; and limited public access improvements such as parking, bathrooms, and trash facilities provided that such 
improvements are designed consistent with all other provisions of the GP/CLUP. Uses not permitted. 
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d. Except for existing facilities, under this designation include: active recreational uses involving structures or improvements to the land shall not be permitted. 
e. Limited parking and public access improvements may be allowed provided that any adverse impacts on the associated resources are either avoided or mitigated. 

LU 6.3: Open Space/Active Recreation [GP/CP] 
The purpose of tThis designation is intended to identify existing or planned areas for public parks and active recreational activities and facilities, such as playgrounds, picnic areas, tennis courts, 
ballparks, and sports fields. This use category isdesignation also intended to apply toencompasses significant private outdoor recreational facilities, such as golf courses and privately -owned parks that 
are open to the public. Individual recreational areas may include a mix of passive and active recreational features or improvements. AppropriateThe land use designation shall accommodate public trails 
including segments of the California Coastal Trail (CCT). One ancillary caretaker facilities and residencesresidence may also be allowed ifwhere evidence is provided that: full-time care of the facilities is 
required, the development is located where public services are available, sited where development will have no adverse impacts on coastal resources, and it is consistent with the character of the 
existing and planned uses. The designation may also include storm drainage facilities. 

LU 9: Coastal-Dependent and -Related Uses (Key Pacific Shoreline Sites) [GP/CP] 
Objective: To designate lands in appropriate locations near or on the shoreline for uses that are dependent upon coastal locations and cannot readily be provided at inland sites, and to allow for coastal-
related uses to be located within reasonable proximity to the coastal-dependent uses they support. 

LU 9.1: Site #1 – Coastal Resort Parcels (Visitor Commercial) 
The Land Use Plan map designates the lands that comprise the Bacara Resort as Visitor Commercial. This site is the only shoreline land in the City that is designated in this category or that is suitable 
for this type of use. The requirements applicable to this property are as follows: 
a. The site shall continue to be used for transientvisitor-serving lodging, such as a hotel, and variousassociated facilities and services accessory to transientthe lodging, such as restaurants, retail shops, 
conferences and meetings, hotel-related events, recreational services, and other services that are dependent upon a coastal location, while ensuring the conservation and protection of coastal 
resources. 
b. Residential use shall be prohibited. 
c.All transient lodging units such as hotels that are operated as hotel condominiums, time-shares, or under a fractional ownership model shall be limited to occupancy for no more than 30 consecutive 
days at any one time and shall be available for overnight stays by the general public. 
d. Transient lodging units such as hotels that are operated as hotel condominiums, time-shares, or under a fractional ownership model shall be a permitted use regulated by mechanisms such as owner-
occupancy limits, to ensure that these accommodations are available to the general public. 
e. Approval of any proposal for transient lodging units such as hotels that are operated as hotel condominiums, time-shares, or under a fractional ownership model shall limit occupancy by owners of 
individual units to 30 or fewer consecutive days for any single stay and no more than 90 total days in any calendar year.  All transient lodging units in above-mentioned forms of ownership shall be made 
available for transient occupancy use by the general public through the hotel reservation system at times when units are not occupied.   
f. Any expansion or alteration of existing development shall be required to maintain or expand the extent of existing coastal access facilities, including, but not limited to, parking and vertical access to 
the beach. “Maintain or expand” is clarified to include flexibility, if at least one of the following is met: 
1. To provide better protection of coastal resources;  
2. To maximize equitable public access; and/or 
3. If natural processes impede existing access. 
g.d. EAny expansion or alteration of existing development shall be required to protect  consistent with all other policies and provisions of the GP/CLUP, including protection of environmentally sensitive 
habitats and archaeological resources, including provision of the  relevant buffers set forth in the Conservation Element. 
e. Hotel expansion or redevelopment shall provide for lower-cost accommodations consistent with subpolicies OS 10.3 and OS 10.4. 
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LU 9.3: Site #3 – Coastal Recreation Parcels 
These parcels, which were occupied by the Sandpiper Golf Course as of 20142021, are designated in the Open Space/Active Recreation use category. The requirements applicable to this site are as 
follows (see Figure 2-2): 
a. The Sandpiper site shall continue to be used for visitor-serving recreational purposes, such as the existing golf course andor other related outdoor public recreation purposes. 
b. The golf course shall be maintained as a public course and shall not be converted to a members-only course. 
c. Any future project that requires a discretionary approval by the City shall be subject to a condition that requires preference to be given to local residents in terms of fees and tee times during 
appropriate time periods each weekNew. 
d. The size and design of any new buildings and structures, or expansions and alterations of existing buildings, shall be controlled so as to preserve the character of the property as open land and 
minimize impacts on views of the ocean and Channel Islands from Hollister Avenue and views of the Santa Ynez Mountains from within the property and from beach and water areas. 
ed. Any new development or alternationalteration of the existing facilities and golf course shall be required to maintain or expand the extent of existing public coastal access facilities, including parking 
and vertical access to the beach. Lateral bluff-top access may alsoshall be considered and shoulddesigned to connect with the bluff-top trail on Santa Barbara Shores Park, with and provide a transition 
down connection to the bluff to the SL 421 access road.beach. The intent is to secure access easements, or offers to dedicate, that will provide for lateral public access during all seasons and tide 
conditions. ConceptualPlanned locations for future coastal accessways are generally shown on Figure 3-1 in the Open Space Element (see also OS 1.7). 
fe. Any commercial uses, including restaurants, shall be open to the general public. 
gf. Views from Hollister Avenue to the ocean and islands shall be preserved. Perimeter walls and landscaping that would obstruct or impair coastal views shall not be permitted. 
hg. Any rerouting or alteration of the golf course shall be designed in a manner that protects and enhances environmental resources, including adjacent monarch butterfly habitat areas, Devereux Creek, 
and other drainages, and that protects safety on the beach. 
(See related Policies OS 1 and OS 2.) 

LU 9.4: Site #4 – Santa Barbara Shores Park and Sperling Preserve Parcels (Open Space/Passive Recreation) 
This group of parcels, with a total of about 229 acres, is owned by the City. These lands are subject to deed restrictions that require the use of the property to be restricted in perpetuity to passive 
recreational activities and habitat protection. The criteria applicable to these parcels are as follows (see Figure 2-2): 
a. All future actions shall be consistent with the primary purposes of (1) preserving and enhancing the properties’ sensitive habitats, including habitats for monarch butterflies, various raptors, and 
western snowy plovers, as well as vernal pools, riparian areas, native grasslands, coastal scrub, and other sensitive aquatic and terrestrial habitats and (2) preserving or improving the past level ofpublic 
access and use by the public. 
b. Any development of structures shall be limited to a public restroom facility to be located at the public parking lot at Hollister Avenue. 
c. An extensive coastal access trail system shall be maintained, as generally shown in Figure 3-2 of the Open Space Element. The trails shall include segments of the California Coastal Trail and the 
Juan Bautista de Anza Historic Trail. 
d. Any trail improvements shall be designed to maintain the natural, low-impact appearance of the existing informal trails; surfacing materials shall be limited to compacted fines or native soil materials 
without binders. The widths of trails shall be the minimum necessary to accommodate the planned types of users. 
e. A public coastal access parking lot, not to exceed 45 parking spaces, shall be maintained at Santa Barbara Shores Park, with vehicular access from Hollister Avenue. 
f. Any ornamental landscaping shall be limited to native species that will maintain the natural appearance of the area and that will not impair or obstruct scenic views from Hollister Avenue to the coastal 
bluffs, Pacific Ocean, and Channel Islands and preserve views from within the property to the Santa Ynez Mountains. 
(See related Policy OS 5 and Figures 3-3 and 3-4.) 

OS 0: Coastal Access Program 
Objective: To implement a comprehensive Coastal Access Program to maximize equitable public access and recreational opportunities throughout the City’s Coastal Zone for all people consistent with 
public safety, and the need to protect public rights, rights of private property owners, and natural resource areas from over use in a manner consistent with all other resource protection provisions of the 
GP/CLUP. 

OS 0.1.2: Adoption of Coastal Access Plan MapProgram Maps [GP/CP] 
The overallCity’s coastal access system plan, is generally shown in Figure 3-1, is hereby adopted. Theon the Coastal Access Map in Figure 3-1, the Parks and Recreation Plan Map in Figure 3-2, and 
the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area, Coastal Access and Recreation Plan map identifiesin Figure 3-3. These maps identify Goleta’s existing and proposed coastal access facilities, including lateral 
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and vertical accessways, the California Coastal Trail and Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail (Anza Trail) corridors, other trails, beach access locations, and public parking areas.dedicated 
coastal access parking areas, public parks, open space, and other public access amenities. Planned trails include parallel alignments along both bluffs and beaches in the City to provide maximum 
access opportunities and to provide a continuous network of trails along the entire shoreline of the city that is usable during all seasons and tide conditions. 
 
Other opportunities for accessways, trails, recreation, or other coastal access amenities not shown on Figures 3-1 through 3-3 shall be encouraged and evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Impacts to 
coastal access shall be fully mitigated and any such mitigation shall not be precluded on the basis that it is not shown on the coastal access system plan maps. 

OS 1.3 0.2: Preservation of Existing Coastal Access and Recreation [GP/CP] 
Goleta’s limited Pacific shoreline of approximately two miles provides a treasured and scarce recreational resource for residents of the city, region, and state. Existing public beaches, shoreline, 
parklands, trails, and coastal access facilities throughout the Coastal Zone shall be protected and preserved and shall be expanded or enhanced where feasible (see related Policies LU 9 and OS 4) and 
relocated or allowed to migrate when feasible to adjust to rising sea level. Public access shall remain free from impediments. 

OS 1.40.3: Mitigation of Impacts to Lateral Coastal Access Siting and Design of New Development  [GP/CP] 
New development, including expansions and/or alterations of existing development, shall be sited and designed to avoid impacts to public access and recreation along the beach and shoreline. If there 
is no feasible alternative that can eliminate all access impacts, then the alternative that would result in the least significant adverse impact shall be required. Impacts In the Coastal Zone, impacts shall 
be mitigated through the dedication of an access and/or trail easement where: the project site encompasses an existing or planned coastal accessway, as generally shown on the map in Figure 3-1; or 
the City, County, State, or other public agency has identified a trail used by the public; or there is substantial evidence that prescriptive rights exist. Where these conditions do not exist and an access or 
trail easement cannot be dedicated, an in-lieu fee shall be provided to fund the development of access improvements or a public access or recreation program. Mitigation shall not substitute for 
implementation of feasible project alternatives that would avoid impacts to public access. Impacts to coastal access shall be fully mitigated and any such mitigation shall not be precluded on the basis 
that a potential accessway or trail easement area is not shown on the Coastal Access Maps. 

OS 0.4: Adjacent Uses 
Maximum public access shall be provided in a manner, which minimizes conflicts with adjacent uses. 

OS 0.5: New Development Public Access Mitigation 
Where a proposed project would increase the burdens on access to or along the shoreline, additional access may be required to mitigate the impact resulting from construction of the project. 

OS 1.80.6: Prescriptive Access Rights [GP/CP] 
Public prescriptive rights may exist in certain areas to and along the beach and shoreline or along trails in other locations within GoletaGoleta’s Coastal Zone. Development shall not interfere with the 
public’s right of access to the sea where such right has been acquired through historic use or legislative authorization. Where there is substantial evidence that such rights exist, these rights shall be 
protected through public acquisition measures or through conditions for public access easements imposed on approvals of permits for new development. The following criteria shall apply to new 
development within the Coastal Zone:  
a. All unauthorized structures and encroachments, including signs and fences, which inhibit public access shall be identified and removed.  
b. Gates, guardhouses, barriers, signage or other structures designed to regulate or restrict or inhibit public access shall be prohibited.  
c. New private streets, or the conversion of public streets to private streets, that would inhibit public access to and along the shoreline and to beaches, coastal parks, trails, or coastal bluffs shall be 
prohibited. 
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OS 0.7: Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) Coastal Access 
As feasible, the City’s coastal access program should include ADA-compliant access and amenities for the physically challenged where topographical and environmental constraints allow, including but 
not limited to bluff-top viewing points, installation of ADA accessible parking spaces, and all-weather trails. Coastal access amenities that are ADA accessible shall be conspicuously posted with coastal 
access signage, linking coastal access parking to the trails or other amenities. 

OS 0.9: Barriers Along Private Streets 
Barriers or other structures designed to regulate or restrict access shall not be permitted within private street easements where they have the potential to limit, deter, or prevent public access to the 
shoreline, inland trails, or parklands where there is substantial evidence that prescriptive rights exist. 

OS 0.10: Barriers Along Public Roads 
Landscaping and any other barriers or obstructions placed by private landowners shall not be allowed within existing public road rights-of-way where such areas would otherwise be available for public 
parking.  

OS 0.11: Barriers On State Lands 
In consultation and coordination with the State Lands Commission, all unauthorized or illegal development, including signs, which encroach onto State tidelands should be identified and removed. 

OS 0.12: Recordation of Public Access Documents 
A. Where open space easements or other public access documents (e.g., public access easements or Offers-To-Dedicate access) are included as part of approved CDPs, the permit conditions, findings 
of approval, and legal documents shall be forwarded to the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission for review and approval of: (1) the legal adequacy and (2) consistency with the requirements of 
potential accepting agencies. 
B. Upon completion of the recordation of open space easements or other public access documents, the local government shall forward a copy of the permit conditions and findings of approval and 
copies of the recorded legal documents pertaining to the public access or open space to the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission. 

OS 0.13: Maintain Public Accessways 
The City shall not close, abandon, or render unusable by the public any existing accessway or a public road which the City owns, operates, maintains, or is otherwise responsible for unless determined 
to be necessary for public safety without first obtaining a Coastal Development permit. Any accessway which the City or any other managing agency or organization determines cannot be maintained or 
operated in a condition suitable for public use shall be offered to another public agency or qualified private association that agrees to open and maintain the accessway for public use. 

OS 0.14: Access Improvements 
Where there is an existing, but unaccepted and/or unopened public access Offer-to-Dedicate (OTD), easement, or deed restriction for lateral, vertical or trail access or related support facilities, 
construction of necessary access improvements shall be completed, opened and operated for its intended public use, pursuant to any necessary permits. 

[Note: Compared to existing Subpolicy OS 2.5(e) and (f)] 
OS 0.15: Dedicated Accessways 
 e. The opening of access easements that are dedicated as a condition of approval of coastal development permits shall occur only after the City, or other not be required to be opened to public or 
nonprofit entity designated by the City, has accepted the offer of dedicationuse until a public agency or private association agrees to accept the responsibility for maintenance and agreed to open, 
operate, and maintain operation of the accessway. 
f. New  In cases where there is substantial evidence that prescriptive rights exist, new offers to dedicate public access easements shall include an interim deed restriction that: ( 1) states that the terms 
and conditions of the permit do not authorize any interference with prescriptive rights in the areas subject to the easement prior to acceptance of the offer and (2) prohibits any development or 



Attachment 2: Public Access Policies with Coastal Commission Staff Proposed Revisions in Underline and Strikethrough 

6 

California Coastal Commission Staff Recommended Public Access Policy Revisions 
obstruction in the easement areaaccessway prior to acceptance of the offer of dedication. Coastal development permits that include dedicated accessways shall include a condition requiring the 
applicant or successor entity to fund the ongoing maintenance of the accessway. 

OS 0.16: Acceptance of Offers to Dedicate (OTDs) 
Offers to dedicate public access shall be accepted for the express purpose of opening, operating, and maintaining the accessway for public use. Unless there are unusual circumstances, the accessway 
shall be opened within 5 years of acceptance. If the accessway is not opened within this period, and if another public agency or qualified nonprofit organization expressly requests ownership of the 
easement in order to open it to the public, the easement holder shall transfer the easement to that entity within 6 months of the written request. A Coastal Development Permit that includes an offer to 
dedicate public access as a term or condition shall require the recorded offer to dedicate to include the requirement that the easement holder shall transfer the easement to another public agency, 
nonprofit organization, or private association that requests such transfer and is approved by the City, if the easement holder has not opened the accessway to the public within 5 years of accepting the 
offer. 

OS 0.17: Transit Services to Public Access 
The extension of public transit facilities and services, including shuttle programs, to maximize public access and recreation opportunities shall be encouraged, where feasible. Impacts to low-income 
users due to increases in transit service fares shall be mitigated through fare discounts or structured pricing. 

OS 0.18: Recreational Opportunities in the Coastal Zone 
Recreational opportunities in the Coastal Zone that cannot readily be provided elsewhere shall be protected, and where feasible, expanded or enhanced.   

OS 0.19: Recreational Capacity Planning 
The City shall assure that the recreational needs resulting from proposed development will not overload nearby recreation areas by correlating the amount of development with local park acquisition 
and/or development plans with the provision of onsite recreational facilities to serve new development. 

OS 0.20: Distribution of Facilities  
Public recreational facilities throughout the City, including parking areas or facilities, shall be distributed, where appropriate and as feasible, to prevent overcrowding by the public of any single area and 
to protect environmentally sensitive habitat areas. 

OS 0.21: Public Land for Public Access and Recreation 
Public land, including rights of way, easements, and dedications, shall be utilized for public recreation or access purposes, where appropriate and consistent with public safety and the protection of 
environmentally sensitive habitat areas. 

OS 0.22: Open Space Easements 
Open space easements and dedications shall be utilized, where required, to facilitate the objectives of the City’s recreational and/or public access program. 

OS 1: Lateral Shoreline Access [GP/CP] 
Objective: To provide for the creation of continuous public lateral beach and bluff-top access along the entire Goleta shoreline and increase and enhance opportunities for enjoyment of beach, shoreline, 
and bluff-top areas, consistent with the natural shoreline character, private property rights, and public safety, and the need to protect public rights, rights of private property owners, and natural resource 
areas from over use. 
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OS 1.1: Definition [GP/CP] 
Lateral shoreline access is defined as the right of public access and recreational use of areas generally along and parallel to the shoreline that have been secured , including beaches and bluff-tops. 
Permanent use of lateral shoreline access for public useuses shall be assured by the granting and recordation of access easements or by offers to dedicate such access. As used in this plan, such 
public, or by direct land acquisition. Lateral beach access mayshall be onidentified as the beach landward from the mean high tide line for a particular specified distance or to the base of the ocean 
bluffs., and shall be located and sized to accommodate public access to the maximum extent feasible in consideration of potential sea level rise. Beach areas seaward of the mean high tide line are 
considered by Article X of the Constitution of the State of California to be public tidelands and are administered by the California State Lands Commission. Lateral shoreline access may also include 
public access and use of areas along and generally parallel to the top of the ocean bluffs.Lateral bluff-top access shall be identified as a corridor, or set of corridors where feasible to allow relocation of 
the lateral bluff-top access when threatened by future coastal hazards. Supporting amenities may be allowed within these coastal access areas, including but not limited to trash receptacles, benches, 
viewing platforms. 

OS 1.2: Adoption of Coastal Access Plan Map [GP/CP] 
The overall coastal access system plan, shown in Figure 3-1, is hereby adopted. The Coastal Access Plan map identifies Goleta’s existing and proposed coastal access facilities, including lateral and 
vertical accessways, the California Coastal Trail and Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail (Anza Trail) corridors, other trails, beach access locations, and public parking areas. 

OS 1.3: Preservation of Existing Coastal Access and Recreation [GP/CP] 
Goleta’s limited Pacific shoreline of approximately two miles provides a treasured and scarce recreational resource for residents of the city, region, and state. Existing public beaches, shoreline, 
parklands, trails, and coastal access facilities shall be protected and preserved and shall be expanded or enhanced where feasible (see related Policies LU 9 and OS 4) and allowed to migrate when 
feasible with rising sea level. Public access is and shall remain free from impediments, unless the barrier is a City-permitted activity. 

OS 1.4: Mitigation of Impacts to Lateral Coastal Access [GP/CP] 
New development, including expansions and/or alterations of existing development, shall be sited and designed to avoid impacts to public access and recreation along the beach and shoreline. If there 
is no feasible alternative that can eliminate all access impacts, then the alternative that would result in the least significant adverse impact shall be required. Impacts shall be mitigated through the 
dedication of an access and/or trail easement where the project site encompasses an existing or planned coastal accessway, as shown on the map in Figure 3-1. 

OS 1.5: Existing and Planned Lateral Coastal Access [GP/CP] 
Existing and planned lateral beach and bluff-top accessways within Goleta are generally shown on the map in Figure 3-1. Lateral beach, bluff, and shoreline public access and recreation shall be 
permitted uses in theall land use classifications in the Coastal Zone, including Visitor-serving Commercial, Recreation, and Open Space land use categories, which are the land-use categories 
applicable to lands situated along Goleta’s shoreline. Other opportunities for lateral coastal access not shown on Figure 3-1 shall be encouraged and evaluated on a case-by-case basis and shall not be 
precluded on the basis that they are not shown on the Coastal Access Map. 
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OS 1.6: Dedication of Lateral Beach Accessways [GP/CP] 
Lateral beach access along the entire length of Goleta’s shoreline shall be required. Dedicated public access easements shall be a required condition for approval of coastal development permits for 
projects within the city, provided there is a clear nexus to project impacts and the required condition is roughly proportional to the extent of the public access or other related impacts. The following 
criteria and standards shall apply to lateral accessways:  
a. The access easement, or offer to dedicate, shall apply to the beach area extending from the mean high tide line landward to the base of the ocean bluffs. Where there is no ocean bluff, the area shall 
extend to  across the whole beach the nearest nonbeach natural feature, but generally shall not be less than 25 feet in width and shall be maintained with future coastal changes through a requirement 
of inland migration. 
b. It shall be the intent of the City to accept all dedications or offers to dedicate for lateral beach access for areas located within the city boundaries. If the City is unable to accept the dedication of 
particular access easements, it shall have authority to designateauthorize another public entity or a private nonprofit organization such as a land trust to accept the easement, provided the entity is 
willing to, operate and maintain the easement for its intended purpose. 
c. Mitigation measures that require dedicationDedication of, or offers to dedicate, public access and recreational opportunitiesrecreation areas that are required as mitigation for development shall be  
recorded prior to the issuance of the coastal development permit and any required physical improvements shall be implemented prior to or concurrent with construction of the proposed development or 
initiation of the proposed use in instances where there is no physical development. 

OS 1.7: Dedication of Lateral Bluff-Top Accessways [GP/CP] 
Lateral bluff-top access easements, or offers to dedicate easements, mayshall be required as a condition of approval of coastal development permits for projects located on shoreline parcels, provided 
where there is a clear nexus to project impacts and the required condition is roughly proportional to the extent of the impacts. The intent shall be to provide a trail along the entire shoreline of the city that 
is usable during all seasons and tide conditions, extending from the eastern boundary of the City-owned Sperling Preserve westward through the Bacara Resort site to the City’s western boundary. 
Some segments of the trail, such as part of the alignment on the Sandpiper Golf Course property, may be located below the bluff but above the beach on an access road to State Lease 421.The parallel 
alignments along both bluffs and beaches shall be implemented to the maximum extent feasible. 
a. It shall be the intent of the City to accept all dedications or offers to dedicate for lateral beach access for areas located within the city boundaries. If the City is unable to accept the dedication of 
particular access easements, it shall authorize another public entity or a nonprofit organization such as a land trust to accept, operate and maintain the easement for its intended purpose. 
b. Dedication of, or offers to dedicate, public access and recreation areas that are required as mitigation for development shall be  recorded prior to the issuance of the coastal development permit and 
any required physical improvements shall be implemented prior to or concurrent with construction of the proposed development or initiation of the proposed use in instances where there is no physical 
development. 

OS 1.8: Prescriptive Access Rights [GP/CP] 
Public prescriptive rights may exist in certain areas along the beach and shoreline within Goleta. Development shall not interfere with the public’s right of access to the sea where such right has been 
acquired through historic use or legislative authorization. Where there is substantial evidence that such rights exist, these rights shall be protected through public acquisition measures or through 
conditions for public access easements imposed on approvals of permits for new development.  

OS 1.9: Siting and Design of Lateral Accessways [GP/CP] 
Public accessways and trails shall be an allowed use in environmentally sensitive habitat areas (ESHAs). The following criteria and standards shall apply to the siting and design of lateral accessways: 
a. Sensitive habitat areas shall be avoidedAs detailed in Policy CE 1.6, public accessways and trails are resource-dependent uses and are therefore allowed uses within or adjacent to environmentally 
sensitive habitat areas (ESHAs) and ESHA buffers. Accessways and trails shall be sited to avoid ESHAs to the extent practicable in circumstances where there are feasible alternative alignments of 
lateral accesswaysand where such impacts are unavoidable, siting and design shall minimize impacts to the habitat. 
b. Except as expressly provided for the Anza Trail (in Policy OS 4), all lateral accessways shall be designed to use native beach or soil materials without binders and have no more than the minimum 
width needed to accommodate the intended type(s) of users. However, where lateral access trails are designed to accommodate ADA access, trails may be improved to an all-weather surface resistant 
to erosion 
c. Lateral beach accessways shall be maintained in a natural condition free of structures and other constructed facilities and shall be limited to native sand supply. 
d. Lateral beach accessways shall be sited, designed, and managed to avoid and/or protectminimize adverse effects to marine mammal hauling grounds, seabird and shorebird nesting and roosting 
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sites, sensitive rocky points and intertidal areas, and coastal dunes. Measures that restrict or otherwise limit public access such as timing restrictions, alternate routes, temporary barriers, or other 
measures shall be subject to an approved CDP. 
e. New public beach facilities shall be limited to only those structures that provide or enhance public access and recreation activities. No permanent structures shall be permitted on sandy beach areas. 
f. All lateral shoreline access and recreation improvements shall be designed to minimize any adverse impacts to visual resources and shall be compatible with maintenance of a natural appearance. 
g. Signs shall be designed to minimize impacts to scenic coastal resources and shall be limited to trail markers and regulatory and interpretative signs. Commercial signs are prohibited. 

OS 1.10: Comprehensive Management of Public Lateral Access Areas [GP/CP] 
The following criteria and standards shall apply to use and management of lateral shoreline access areas: 
a. Private commercial uses of public beach areas shall be limited to coastal-dependent recreational uses, including but not limited to surfing schools, ocean kayaking, and similar uses. All commercial 
uses of beach areas and other lateral accessways shall be subject to approval of a coastal development permit by the City. The number, size, duration, and other characteristics of commercial uses of 
beach areas may be limited in order toshall preserve opportunities for use and enjoyment of the beach area by the general public and shall ensure, at a minimum, passage along the shoreline around 
the commercial activity. For-profit commercial uses at the City-owned Santa Barbara Shores Park and Sperling Preserve (the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space and Habitat Management Plan [OSHMP] 
area) are prohibited (see related Policy OS 5). 
b. Temporary special events that utilize beach areas or other lateral access areas shall minimize impacts to public access, recreation and coastal resources. shall minimize impacts to public access and 
recreation along the shoreline and shall ensure that the general public can continue to pass around the temporary event to connect with other shoreline trails or accessways. Coastal Development 
development Permits permits shall be required for any temporary event that proposes to use a sandy beach area and involves a charge for admission or participation. A coastal development permit shall 
also be required for any temporary event that has the potential to result in significant adverse impacts to public access and/or coastal resources. 
c. Where sensitive habitat resources are present, limited or controlled methods of access and/or mitigation designed to eliminate or reduce impacts to ESHAs shall be implemented. Management of 
lateral access avoid impacts to ESHAs or minimize impacts to ESHAs if avoidance is infeasible.  
d. The hours for during which coastal access areas are available for public use shall be the maximum feasible while maintaining compatibility with nearby neighborhoods and land uses. The hours for 
public use shall be set forth in each individual coastal development permit. Unless specific hours are described within a permit, the access shall be deemed to shall be 24 hours per day and 7 days per 
week.  
e. In order to maximize public use and enjoyment, user fees for access to lateral beach and shoreline areas shall be prohibited. Activities and/or uses that would deter or obstruct public lateral access 
shall be prohibited. 
f. Overnight camping and use of motorized vehicles, except for public safety vehicles and vehicles associated with construction of access improvements and maintenance and restoration or 
enhancement activities, shall be prohibited in lateral shoreline access areas. 

OS 2: Vertical Access to Shoreline 
Objective: To provide for expanded and enhanced public vertical access to Goleta’s shoreline by preserving existing accessways and establishing new vertical access opportunities at key locations so 
as to increase opportunities for public enjoyment of beach, bluff-top, and other shoreline areas, consistent with the natural shoreline character, private property rights, and public safety, and the need to 
protect public rights, rights of private property owners, and natural resource areas from over use. 

OS 2.1: Definition [GP/CP] 
“Vertical” accessways are defined as the right of public access and use of areas generally perpendicular to the beach and shoreline that provide access to beach and shoreline areas from public street 
rights-of-way or public parking areas and that have been secured for public use. Permanent use of vertical accessways by the public shall be assured by the granting and recordation of access 
easements or by offers to dedicate such access, or by direct acquisition. 

OS 2.2: Planned Vertical Accessways [GP/CP] 
Existing and planned vertical accessways to the beach and bluff-top within Goleta are generally shown on Figure 3-1. Vertical beach and shoreline public access shall be a permitted use in theall land 
use classifications in the Coastal Zone, including Visitor-serving Commercial, Recreation, and Open Space land use categories, which are the land-use plan map categories applicable to lands situated 
along Goleta’s shoreline. Other opportunities to provide vertical accessways not shown on Figure 3-1 shall be encouraged and evaluated on a case-by-case basis and shall not be precluded on the 
basis that they are not shown on the Coastal Access Map. 
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OS 2.3: Preservation of Existing Vertical Accessways [GP/CP] 
Vertical access to Goleta’s Pacific shoreline is limited to twoprovided at three locations as of 20142021. These include access to Haskell’s Beach within the Bacara Resort property and access, at the 
City-owned Santa Barbara Shores Park, and at the Sperling Preserve properties. The latter includes numerous trails that provide access to the bluff tops, although access from the bluff top to Ellwood 
Beach is available at only two locations. Existing public vertical coastal access facilities shall be protected and preserved and shall be expanded or enhanced where feasible (see related Policies LU 9 
and OS 4) and modified to adapt to climate change impacts and hazards as feasible. 

OS 2.4: Mitigation of Impacts to Vertical Coastal Access [GP/CP] 
New development, including expansions and/or alterations of existing development, shall be sited and designed to avoid impacts to public vertical accessways to the shoreline unless a comparable, 
feasible alternative is provided. If there is no feasible alternative that can eliminate all access impacts, then the alternative that would result in the least significant adverse impact shall be required. 
Impacts shall be mitigated through the dedication of an access and/or trail easement in the general location where the project site encompasses an existing or planned coastal accessway, as shown 
generally on the map in Figure 3-1. 

OS 2.5: Dedication of Vertical Accessways [GP/CP] 
Dedication of vertical access easements, or offers to dedicate, shall be a required condition of approval of coastal development permits for projects on shoreline sites within the city, provided there is a 
clear nexus to the project impacts and the required condition is roughly proportional to the extent of the public access or other related impacts. The following criteria and standards shall apply to vertical 
accessways: 
a. The access easement, or offer to dedicate, shall apply to an area that includes the entire public accessway that extends from the public road or parking area to the shoreline. 
b. The width of the access easement should not be less than 25 feet and shall be centered on a pathway of at least 5 feet in width. 
c. It shall be the intent of the City to accept all dedications or offers to dedicate for vertical beach access for areas located within the city boundaries. If the City is unable to accept the dedication of 
particular access easements, it shall have authority to designateauthorize another public entity or a private nonprofit organization, such as a land trust, to accept the easement, provided the entity is 
willing to  and operate and maintain the easement for its intended purpose. 
d. Mitigation measures that require dedicationDedications of, or offers to dedicate, public access and recreational opportunitiesor recreation areas that are required as mitigation for development shall be 
recorded prior to the issuance of the coastal development permit and any required physical improvements shall be implemented prior to or concurrent with construction of the proposed development or 
initiation of the proposed use in instances where there is no physical development. 
e. The opening of access easements that are dedicated as a condition of approval of coastal development permits shall occur only after the City, or other public or nonprofit entity designated by the City, 
has accepted the offer of dedication and agreed to open, operate, and maintain the accessway. 
f. New offers to dedicate access easements shall include an interim deed restriction that: (1) states the terms and conditions of the permit do not authorize any interference with prescriptive rights prior to 
acceptance of the offer and (2) prohibits any development or obstruction in the easement area prior to acceptance of the offer. 

OS 2.6: Prescriptive Vertical Access Rights [GP/CP] 
Public prescriptive vertical access rights to the shoreline may exist in certain areas within Goleta. Development or uses shall not interfere with the public’s right of access to the sea where such right has 
been acquired through historic use or legislative authorization. Where there is substantial evidence that such rights exist, these rights shall be protected through public acquisition measures or through 
conditions imposed on approvals of permits for new development. 

OS 2.7: Siting and Design of Vertical Accessways [GP/CP] 
Public vertical accessways and trails shall be an allowed use in ESHAs. The following criteria and standards shall apply to the siting and design of all vertical accessways: 
a. Sensitive habitat areas shall be avoided to the extent practicable in circumstances where there are feasible alternative alignments of vertical accessways. 
As detailed in Policy CE 1.6, public vertical accessways and trails are resource-dependent uses and are therefore allowed uses within or adjacent to ESHAs and ESHA buffers. Accessways and trails 
shall be sited to avoid ESHAs to the extent feasible and where such impacts are unavoidable, siting and design shall minimize impacts to the habitat. 
b. Public access paths shall maintain a natural appearance and shall not be paved with impervious materials, except for segments that are intended to provide handicappedADA-compliant access or 
short segments to beach overlook points. 
c. No structures shall be permitted on bluff faces except for public vertical beach accessways. 
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d. Access to the beach shall be provided by natural trails or ramps down the face of the bluff rather than by concrete or wooden stairways except where necessary to provide ADA access or when it is 
the least environmentally damaging alternative. Railroad ties or a similar material may be used to provide stability to the access route and to reduce bluff erosion. All development on bluff faces shall be 
sited and designed to not contribute to erosion and to minimize impacts to the bluff face, toe, and beach. 
e. Where vertical access to the beach area is not feasible or appropriate, vertical accessways may terminate at a beach overlook or vista point. 

OS 2.8: Comprehensive Management of Vertical Accessways 
The following standards shall apply to management of vertical accessways: 
a. Where sensitive habitat resources are present, limited or controlled methodsManagement of vertical access and/or mitigation designed to eliminate or reduceshall minimize impacts to ESHAs shall be 
required..  
b. The hours during which vertical for coastal access areas are available for public use shall be the maximum feasible while maintaining compatibility with nearby neighborhoods and land uses. The 
hours for public use shall be set forth in each individual coastal development permit. Unless specific hours are described within a permit, the access shall be deemed to be 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week, except that the Santa Barbara Shores coastal access parking lot may close from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. each night. 
c. In order to maximize public use and enjoyment, user fees for access to vertical beach and shoreline areas shall be prohibited. Activities and/or uses that would deter or obstruct public vertical access 
shall be prohibited. 
d. Vertical accessways shall remain unobstructed. Private for-profit commercial use of vertical accessways shall be prohibited.  
e. Camping or other use of vertical accessways for overnight accommodations shall be prohibited. 
f. Motorized vehicles shall be prohibited on vertical accessways. 

OS 3: Coastal Access Routes, Parking, and Signage [GP/CP] 
Objective: To provide an adequate supply of public coastal access parking in lots or areas that are appropriately distributed along Goleta’s shoreline with convenient and linkages to regional 
transportation routes. 

OS 3.1: Coastal Access Highway Routes [GP/CP] 
Coastal access highway routes are defined as public or private roadways or rights-of-way that link the local and regional highway network to vertical coastal access facilities, including public parking 
areas. These routes, generally shown on Figure 3-1, include the following: 
a. Hollister Avenue, from its interchange at U.S. Highway 101 (US 101) to the Bacara access road and to the Santa Barbara Shores Park parking lot, which connects to vertical accessways to the bluff-
top and to Ellwood Beach. 
b. Bacara access road to the public parking lot situated on the Bacara property and to the proposed future public parking and vertical accessway on the Venoco/Sandpiper site along Bell Creek to 
Haskell’s Beach. 
c. Storke Road, from the US-101 interchange to Phelps Road and along Phelps Road to a proposedthe public coastal access parking lot on UCSB property, which provides access to the Ellwood-
Devereux Open Space Area and the Sperling Preserve. 
d. Storke Road, continuing from the Phelps Road intersection southerly to the city boundary (which provides an access route to Coal Oil Point and Sands Beach on University of California, Santa 
Barbara [UCSB] property). 

OS 3.2: Abandonment [GP/CP] 
Abandonment or transfer of any public roadway or real property lying between the first public road and the sea shall not occur without reserving the right of public access over such real property unless 
an alternate route is made available to the public granting equal or greater public access to the Pacific Ocean in the same immediate vicinity. All impacts on public assess shall be fully mitigated. Coastal 
development permits are required for abandonment of public rights-of-ways, such as streets or street ends, which may affect public access. 

OS 3.23: Coastal Access Parking 
Adequate public parking shall be provided and maintained to serve coastal access and recreation uses to the extent feasible. The following criteria and standards shall apply: 
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a. Existing and planned public coastal access parking areas are shown on Figure 3 1generally shown on Figure 3-1. Other opportunities for coastal access parking not shown on Figure 3-1 shall be 
encouraged and evaluated on a case-by-case basis. The provision of additional coastal access parking shall not be precluded on the basis that it is not shown on the Coastal Access Map.  
b. Existing public parking areas serving coastal recreation users, including street parking in residential neighborhoods, shall not be displaced unless a free  comparable replacement parking area is 
provided. 
c. New development shall be required to provide offstreet parking sufficient to serve the proposed uses in order to minimize impacts to public onstreet parking available for coastal access and recreation. 
d. New or expanded nonresidential development that may individually or cumulatively impact public shoreline access and recreation shall include parking areas that are designed to serve beach access 
during weekends as well the and holidays but may limit parking to the proposed usesland use on weekdays. if necessary. In addition, vehicular access to the shoreline with a drop-off point for marine 
recreation equipmentbeach visitors shall be requiredencouraged in appropriate locations, asincluding the potential locations shown on the map in Figure 3-1. 
e. The implementation of restrictions on existing public parking, which would impede or restrict public access to beaches, trails, or parklands (including, but not limited to, the posting of “no parking” 
signs, red curbing, installation of physical barriers, and imposition of maximum parking time periods, parking fees, parking permits, or preferential parking programs) shall be prohibited except where 
such restrictions are needed to protect public safety, where no other feasible alternative exists to provide public safety, and when an equivalent number of parking spaces is provided nearby as 
mitigation. 

OS 3.34: Signage for Coastal Access 
Coastal access signage shouldshall be provided as followsconspicuously posted to identify and direct visitors to all publicly available coastal access parking, beach access points, and trails. Coastal 
access signage shall be consistent with the following: 
a. Distinctive logo signs incorporating the CCC coastal access logo (foot and wave) or markers, consistent with visual resources may, shall be provided for the California Coastal Trail, the Coastal Bluff-
Top Trail, and the Anza Trail, where appropriate. 
b. Coastal access signs shall be provided at appropriate locations within street and highway rights-of-way to direct visitors to coastal access sites, including signs at appropriate locations along the 
California Department of Transportation right-of-way for US-101. 
c.  Coastal access signs shall be provided at entrances to public coastal access parking lots. 
d. No signs which discourage coastal access shall be posted on a beachfront property or on a public beach unless authorized by a coastal development permit. Signs which purport to identify the 
boundary between State tidelands and private property or which indicate that public access to State tidelands or public lateral access easement areas is restricted shall not be permitted. Signs which 
encourage public access to the beach shall be allowed without the need for a coastal permit as long as they meet City sign requirements. 
e. Signage should be sited, designed, and utilized to minimize conflicts between public and private property uses. 
f.  All coastal access signage shall be posted in English and in Spanish. 

OS 3.4A: Snowy Plover Protection Signs 
The City shall install and maintain signage at Coastal Access Point F on the Ellwood Mesa property that notifies of the sensitive nature of the snowy plover habitat, identifies that equestrian and dog use 
of the beach further downcoast of Access Point F is prohibited, and directs equestrian and dog access to locations outside of the snowy plover critical habitat. 
 
The City shall install signage at the property boundary where the Ellwood Mesa property intersects with Trail No. 22 and Trail No. 6 which state that equestrian and dog access to the beach is prohibited 
at Access Point D. Such signage may not be removed until and unless a separate coastal development permit is obtained to allow equestrian and dog access to the beach at Access Point D pursuant to 
a detailed management plan that protects snowy plover critical habitat. 
 
The City shall install signage at the point where the bluff-top trail intersects with Access Point E. Such temporary signs shall state that equestrian and dog access to the beach is prohibited at Access 
Point E. Such signage may not be removed unless a separate coastal development permit is obtained to allow equestrian and dog access to the beach at Access Point E pursuant to a detailed 
management plan that protects snowy plover critical habitat. 
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OS 3.45: Coastal Access Amenities 
The following amenities Amenities for users of coastal accessways mayand trails should be provided at appropriate locations thatand sited and designed to minimize impacts on sensitive habitat and 
visual resources. Coastal access amenities include, but are not limited to, the following: 
a. Signage, including trail markers, interpretative signage, and other appropriate low-impact informational signs compatible with visual resources. 
b. Trash receptacles. 
c. Benches, picnic tables, or other seating. 
d. Bike racks or other devices for securing bicycles. 
e. Public restrooms. 
f. Other low-impact user amenities, provided that they are compatible with sensitive environmental habitats and visual resources. 

OS 4: Trails and Bikeways [GP/CP] 
Objective: To designate, preserve, and expand a public trail system that will provide recreation opportunities for multiple types of users in diverse and attractive environmental settings and that will 
connect various parks and neighborhoods with the regional trail network and to Los Padres National Forest and the beach. 

OS 4.1: Definition [GP/CP] 
As set forth in this policy, trailsTrails are defined as footpublic routes paths where rights of public use are obtainedavailable to the general public, often within, along, or linking significant resource areas 
such as the shoreline, bluffs, recreational areas, habitats, and open space. Trail access may be authorized through access easements, or offers to dedicate such access, or by direct land acquisition of 
access easements for trail purposes. Trails shall be an allowed use in all land use categories and shall be managed by a public agency or aan authorized nonprofit organization and are made available 
for use by the general public. Some trail segments may be multiuse, and allow use by bicyclists and/or equestrians as well as pedestrians, or to provide access for persons with mobility impairments. 

OS 4.2: Adoption of Trail Plan Map 
The City’s overall trail system plan, is generally shown on the Trail Plan Map reflected in Figures 3-1 through Figure 3-2, is hereby adopted3. The Trail Plan Mmap identifies the city’s existing and 
proposed trail segments, which are intended to provide diverse recreational and aesthetic experiences serving the entire community, achieve connections to parks and major recreational facilities, link 
with trail systems of adjacent jurisdictions, and facilitate recreational corridors between the Santa Ynez Mountains (Los Padres National Forest) and the coast. The alignments for proposed trail 
segments are conceptual only.shown on the Trail Plan Map represent the conceptual siting of trails. The project-level siting of trails is subject to site constraints such as topography, connection points, 
the presence of ESHA or wetlands, and other practical considerations. Sidewalks and bikeways are intended to be connecting links to or between trails. The Pedestrian System Plan Map and the 
Bikeways Plan Map are Figures 7-5 and 7-6 in the Transportation Element. Other opportunities for trails not shown on Figures 3-1 through3-3 shall be encouraged and evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis and shall not be precluded on the basis that they are not shown on the Trail Plan Map. 

OS 4.3: California Coastal Trail [GP/CP] 
The California Coastal Trail segment within Goleta, as generally shown on the maps in Figures 3-1 and 3-3, shall be planned as a part of a continuous lateral shoreline trail system traversing the entire 
length of the state’s coastline, connecting with contiguous California Coastal Trail segments within the jurisdictions of the County and UCSB. The following criteria and standards shall apply to the 
California Coastal Trail: 
a. The trail shall be sited as close to the ocean as possible, while maintaining an appropriate setback for safety purposes from the edge of the coastal bluff. 
b. The trail shall be connected at appropriate intervals to existing and proposed local trail systems and to vertical access facilities. 
c. The trail shall be sited to maximize ocean views and scenic coastal vistas. 
d. The trail shall be planned primarily as a pedestrian trail, although certain segments, particularly within the City-owned Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area, may be planned to accommodate the 
needs of bicyclists and/or equestrians.  
e. Segments of the trail located along the beach and shoreline that may not be passable at all times shall, where feasible, have an alternate landward or bluff-top route that will allow continuous passage 
during all seasons and tide conditions. The California Coastal Trail shall include parallel alignments along both bluffs and beaches to meet this objective. 
f. The trail shall be sited and designed to minimize impacts to environmentally sensitive habitat areas to the extent feasible. The trail surface shall generally be limited toconsist of groomed and/or 
compacted native soil or sand material, except that segments intended for handicappedADA-compliant access or extensions to beach overlooks (vista points) may be improved to a higher standardan 
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all-weather surface resistant to erosion.  
g. Trail easement dedication and installation of trail improvements shall be required as a condition of approval of all coastal development permits on properties located on the California Coastal Trail 
corridor, when dedication willrequired to mitigate impacts by the project on public access and/or recreation. 
h. The City shall manage the relocation or replacement of trail segments so that the trail can adapt to rising sea level  while maintaining connectivity. 

OS 4.4: Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail [GP/CP] 
The following criteria and standards apply to future improvements to the Anza Trail segment within Goleta: 
a. The planned corridor for the Anza Trail is shown on the maps in Figures 3-1 and to 3-3. 
b. Within the City-owned Sperling Preserve and Santa Barbara Shores Park, the Anza Trail shall be planned for multiple user types, including pedestrians, bicyclists, and equestrians, as shown on the 
map in Figure 3-3. 
c. Within the City-owned open space property the Anza Trail shall generally be designed as follows: 
1) The equestrian path or tread may be separate from or combined with the main trail tread for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
2) The trail shall be designed to have the minimum width necessary to accommodate the multiple users. The surface may be native soil materials or imported compacted fines (such as decomposed 
granite) without stabilizer or binder. 
d. As it exits the public open space area, the future Anza Trail corridor extends along Hollister Avenue to the Bacara access road and along that road to the city’s western boundary. Standards for 
improvements of this segment of the Anza Trail shall be flexible to respond to the amount of available space for trail improvements.The trail shall be separate from the roadway, designed to ensure safe 
passage, and where feasible, allow visitors to reach, view, or otherwise experience the benefits of the coast. Dedication of a public access easement for the trail shall be required as a condition of 
approval of all coastal development permits for properties located along the Anza Trail corridor.  
e. Connectivity of theThe Anza Trail in Goleta withshall be designed to connect with trail segments within the jurisdictions of the County and UCSB shall be provided as indicated in the multi-jurisdictional 
Ellwood-Devereux OSHMPas shown on the Trails Plan Map. 

OS 5: Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area 
Objective: The portion of the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area within Goleta, which includes the City-owned Sperling Preserve and Santa Barbara Shores Park units, shall be managed to provide 
coastal access and passive, coastal-dependent recreational opportunities consistent with protection and enhancement of the site’s environmentally sensitive habitat areas and other environmental and 
scenic resources. 

OS 5.1: Definition [GP/CP] 
The provisions of this policy apply to the lands within the boundaries of the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space AreaCoast OSHMP that are within the City’s jurisdiction, as shown on Figures 3-3 and 3-4. 
These lands include the City-owned 137.6-acre Sperling Preserve, acquired in February 2005 by the City with the assistance of the Trust for Public Land; the 91.7-acre City-owned Santa Barbara 
Shores Park; other contiguous City-owned open space areas; and the 9.5-acre Coronado Preserve, owned and managed by the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County. 

OS 5.2: Adoption of Open Space and Habitat Management Plan Maps [GP/CP] 
The Open Space and Habitat Management Plan maps in Figures 3-3 and 3-4, which respectively designate coastal access and recreation areas and environmentally sensitive habitat areas that are to 
be protected and/or enhanced, are hereby adopted. within the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area. The coastal resource protection provisions of the LCP shall also apply to newly designated coastal 
access and recreation areas and newly identified environmentally sensitive habitat areas not shown on the Open Space and Habitat Management Plan maps. 

OS 5.3: Public Access and Recreation [GP/CP] 
The Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area shall be managed to maintain the site’s historical public access and recreation uses while managing accessways toand protect natural resources such as, 
including the monarch butterfly groves, vernal pools, native grasslands, beaches, coastal bluffs, and other environmentally sensitive habitat areas. The planned trail and beach access system, generally 
shown on the map in Figure 3-3, is based on the locations of existing informal trails created by repeated public use, with some trail segments being closedrestored to avoid impacts to environmentally 
sensitive areas, to eliminate hazardous segments, and/or to eliminate parallel redundant trail segments. Although some trail closures are proposed,The effectiveness of the planned trail system will not 
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reducebe diminished by removal and restoration of these trail segments because the trail experience and overall access or trail experiences into the public open space area, but will redirect users to 
alternate routes located in close proximity. is maintained. The following standards shall apply to public access and recreation in the open space areaEllwood-Devereux Open Space Area: 
a. The Anza Trail is one of two major planned east-west trails across the Ellwood Mesa. This trail extends from the eastern boundary with UCSB to the public access parking lot at Santa Barbara 
Shores Park adjacent to Hollister Avenue (see related OS 4.4). 
b. The California Coastal Trail segment within the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area, the other major east-west trail, is planned to have a beach and a bluff-top alignment (see related OS 4.3). 
c. The locations of additional planned trails are also generally shown on Figure 3-3. Although the trail system shall be planned primarily as footpaths for pedestrians, bicyclists and/or equestrians 
may also be accommodated on certain trail segments as shown in Figure 3-3. At least one trail from the Hollister parking lot to the bluff-top shall be designated for exclusive use by pedestrians. 
d. Except for the Anza Trail, trails shall generally be designed to utilize native soil materials with appropriate grooming and maintenancemay be slightly elevated to provide for slightly crowned cross 
sections, defined trail edges, and proper drainage. Trail improvements shall be designed to maintain natural drainage patterns in order to avoid potential impacts to Devereux Creek and the associated 
eucalyptus groves that comprise the monarch butterfly aggregation sites. Trail improvements mayshould include design features to minimize erosion and impacts to water quality by use of boardwalks 
and/or bridges across Devereux Creek and in wet or eroded areas in the vicinity of the Ellwood Main grove. 
e. Two accessways from the bluff top to Ellwood Beach (identified as accessways E and F) are planned,), as shown on Figure 3-3. These beach accessways, shall be plannedmaintained to 
accommodate pedestrians only. 
1) Improvements to accesswayAccess Point E, which is a steeply sloped former roadway with a badly eroded asphalt surface, are limited to repairs to improve the surface for the safety of users and 
to reduce further erosion of the bluff face and pathway. 
2) Improvements to accesswayAccess Point F, which is a steep pathway down the face of the bluff, shall be designed to smooth the surface, improve drainage, and reduce erosion of the path and 
bluff face and are generally limited to. Improvements may include minor grading and placement of landscape ties or a similar material to stabilize the pathway.  
f. A public access parking lot consisting of not less than 40 parking spaces shall be provided adjacent to Hollister Avenue, as shown in Figure 3-3. The following standards shall apply to public 
parking serving the open space area:  
1) The public access parking lot adjacent to Hollister Avenue shall maintain a minimum of 45 spaces. and shall be open from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. 
2)        The public access parking lot shall be paved with permeable materials to reduce stormwater runoff and prevent pollution of surface waters. 
23) Landscaping of the public access parking lot and Hollister Avenue street frontage shall maintain a natural appearance and shall be limited to drought-tolerant native species. Landscaping shall 
not impair views of the coastal bluff-top, ocean, and Channel Islands from Hollister Avenue. 
34) Onstreet parking on streets within the Ellwood neighborhood shall be available as needed for public coastal access, subject to appropriate restrictions on the hours of availability and duration of 
such parking.  
g. A limited amount of facilities or amenities may be provided within the open space area to better accommodate users and manage accessways to protect natural resources. These may include the 
following: 
1) A potential public restroom facility to be located between the public parking lot and Hollister Avenue, which shall be designed to avoid impairing views of the ocean and the Channel Islands from 
Hollister Avenue. 
2) Low-profile signs to identify permitted uses, guide pedestrians, interpret resources, and advise users on resource protection regulations. 
3) Temporary or permanent barriers to establish protection for sensitive plants and animals and habitat restoration areas that are compatible with the natural appearance of the surroundings. 
4) Benches at a limited number of selected scenic locations. 
5) Trash receptacles, mutt-mitt dispensers, and other similar low-impact facilities.   
h. A signage program shall be prepared for the open space area consistent with subpolicy OS 3.4. The overall intent or purposes of the sign program shall be to assist and inform visitors as to open 
space regulations, directions, and information. Signs shall be designed and located in a manner that is protective of environmental and visual resources and may include the following: 
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1) A donor recognition sign. 
2) Trail markers identifying names, directions, and distances. 
3) Trail head signs. 
4) Interpretative signs. 
5) Regulatory signs, including trail and open space rules, closuresparking lot timing restrictions, and hazardous areas. (for example, tsunami signs). 
6) Habitat protection signs. 

OS 5.4: Protection and Enhancement of Habitat Areas [GP/CP] 
Within its boundaries, the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area encompasses a diverse array of sensitive aquatic and upland habitats, as generally shown on Figure 3-3. These habitats include beach 
and shoreline areas, dunes, rocky intertidal areas, coastal bluffs, monarch butterfly aggregation sites and associated eucalyptus groves, vernal pools, riparian areas along Devereux Creek and its 
tributaries, coastal sage and scrub areas, native grasslands, and raptor nesting and roosting areas. All environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be managed and protected consistent with the 
policies and standards described in the Conservation Element of this plan. In addition, the following criteria and standards shall apply to the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area: 
a. Habitat management on City owned lands shall be implemented within a broad ecosystem context in which habitat management priorities will consider the role of the targeted habitats and the 
interrelationships with other habitats in the open space area. In addition to protection of existing habitats, management actions may include interventions to enhance or restore degraded habitat 
conditions. All management activities shall use an adaptive approach that includes monitoring and adjustments to ensure that self-sustaining habitats will be created that are not reliant on long-term 
human intervention. 
b. Priority habitat management activities include ensuring the long-term vitality of the eucalyptus groves and stability in the monarch butterfly population; restoration of native grasslands; enhancement of 
vernal pools and riparian habitats; and protection of special status species, including various raptors and the western snowy plover. Some examples of habitat management actionpreliminary restoration 
areas are shown on Figure 3-4. 
cb. Habitat management activities shall be designed to accommodate public access and use in or adjacent to habitat areas, where practicable, in a manner consistent with protection of the resource. 
dc. In all habitat enhancement or restoration projects, genetic stock for seeds and plants from the Devereux Creek watershed shall be used, unless such use has been determined to be infeasible. 

OS 5.5: Use and Management of the Open Space Area [GP/CP] 
The following management policiesstrategies shall apply to lands owned by the City within the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space area: 
a. An advisory committee may be established to provide advice and recommendations to the City regarding management of access, recreation uses, and habitat within the area. The committee may 
include residents of the adjacent neighborhoods as well as technical experts. 
b. The City shall develop and periodically update a comprehensive management plan to manage and restore the monarch butterfly aggregation sites on lands managed by the City within the Ellwood-
Devereux Open Space area that addresses tree removal mitigation measures, habitat maintenance, enhancement, and restoration activities, protection and monitoring measures for monarch butterflies 
and other species, and public access improvements. 
c.Permitted uses include, but are not limited to, the  The following uses are compatible passive and coastal-dependent recreation activities at the Elwood-Devereux Open Space Area: hiking, bicycling 
and horseback riding on designated trails, bird-watching, surfing, sunbathing and beach play, surf fishing as allowed by law, swimming, scuba diving and snorkeling, kayaking, picnicking, playing of 
nonamplified musical instruments, kite flying, small educational tours, habitat restoration, scientific studies, and other similar uses as deemed appropriate by the City. Particular uses may require 
advance approval of a permit by the City. 
cd. Prohibited uses include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following: fireworks; camping; plant or wildlife collecting unless approved by the City; amplified music; radio-controlled motorized 
equipment such as model airplanes, cars and carsdrones; organized competitive sporting events such as track and field and bicycle races; large-scale special events and public gatherings; model 
rockets; fires of any kind, including in pits or in camp stoves; and archery, BB guns, pellet guns, paint guns, and firearms of all types. 
de. All private for-profit commercial uses of the City-owned portion of the Ellwood-Devereux Open Space Area shall be prohibited, including but not limited to commercial equestrian operations. 
ef. Beach grooming using mechanical equipment shall be prohibited. 
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fg. Any group activity other than restoration that causes damage to vegetation or soil outside of designated trails shall be prohibited. 
gh. Use of herbicides, insecticides, and similar toxic substances shall not be permitted unless other nonchemical methods of pest control have been attempted or determined to be infeasible. 

OS 5.6: Multi-jurisdictional Open Space Area.  [GP/CP] 
The Ellwood-Devereux Open Space area within Goleta is a part of a planned contiguous open space area of over 650 acres along or near the Pacific shoreline. This larger multi-jurisdictional open 
space area includes lands managed by the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County, UCSB, and the County of Santa Barbara. The City intends to cooperate with the Land Trust of Santa Barbara County, 
UCSB, and the County of Santa Barbara in assuring connectivity of trails and in formulating and implementing habitat management strategies where such management activities have effects that extend 
beyond the boundaries of individual jurisdictions. 

OS 6.11: Exterior Lighting [GP/CP] 
Exterior lighting (except traffic lights, navigational lights, and other similar safety lighting) shall be minimized, restricted to low-intensity features, shielded, and cause no light to trespass into native 
habitat to minimize impacts on wildlife. Night lighting for development may be permitted when subject to the following standards:  
a. The minimum lighting necessary shall be used to light walkways used for entry and exit to the structures, including parking areas, on the site. This lighting shall be limited to fixtures that do not exceed 
two feet in height, which are directed downward, and use bulbs that do not exceed 60 watts, or the equivalent. All other lighting of driveways or access roads is prohibited.  
b. Security lighting shall be attached to the residence or permitted accessory structures that is controlled by motion detectors, and is limited to 60 watts, or the equivalent. 
c. Lighting shall be prohibited around the perimeter of the parcel or for aesthetic purposes. 

OS 10: Visitor-Serving Uses 
Objective: To preserve existing and prioritize new visitor-serving opportunities in the Coastal Zone. 

OS 10.1: Visitor-Serving Priorities 
Priority shall be given to the development of visitor-serving commercial and recreational uses designed to enhance and complement public recreation areas and supplement public recreational 
opportunities. On land designated for visitor-serving commercial and/or recreational facilities, priority shall be given to such use over private residential or general commercial development. New visitor-
serving uses shall not displace existing low-cost visitor-serving uses unless an equivalent replacement is provided. 

OS 10.2: Compatibility of Visitor-Serving Commercial and Recreation 
Visitor-serving commercial and/or recreational uses may be located near public parks and open space areas only if the scale and intensity of the visitor-serving commercial and/or recreational uses is 
compatible with the character of the nearby parkland and open space and consistent with all applicable provisions of the LCP. 

OS 10.3: Lower Cost Visitor-Serving Opportunities 
Coastal recreational and visitor-serving uses and opportunities, especially lower cost opportunities, shall be protected, encouraged, and where feasible, provided by both public and private means. 
Priority shall be given to visitor-serving developments that include free or lower cost public recreational opportunities. Removal or conversion of existing lower cost facilities and uses shall be prohibited 
unless the use will be replaced with comparable visitor-serving or recreational opportunities. There shall be no net-loss of existing lower cost visitor-serving opportunities in the Coastal Zone. 
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OS 10.4: Lower Cost Overnight Accommodations 
New development that removes existing lower cost overnight accommodations, or replaces existing lower cost overnight accommodations with moderate or high cost accommodations, shall replace the 
low cost rooms at a one-to-one ratio. Replacement shall prioritize providing for lower cost accommodations on site where feasible; where on-site provision is not feasible, off-site provision at a suitable 
location within the City shall be completed and ready for use prior to occupancy of the on-site moderate or high cost accommodations, as feasible. New development, including redevelopment, of 
moderate and/or higher cost overnight accommodations shall provide at least 25% of the accommodations as lower cost. Where it is not feasible to provide lower cost overnight accommodations on or 
off site, payment of an in-lieu fee that is adequate to cover the cost of providing units off site shall be required as a condition of approval of the Coastal Development Permit for the overnight 
accommodations. All in-lieu fee payments shall be deposited into an interest-bearing account established by the City and shall only be used for the provision of new lower cost overnight 
accommodations. Funds may be used for activities including land acquisition, permitting costs, construction, and/or renovation that will result in additional lower cost overnight accommodations. The 
accommodations funded by the in-lieu fees shall be offered to the general public at lower cost rates and shall be protected by the City as lower cost accommodations in perpetuity.  
An analysis of the feasibility of providing lower cost overnight accommodations shall be required for any application for overnight accommodations that does not propose lower cost accommodations 
consistent with this subpolicy as part of the project. The feasibility study shall explain why providing lower cost accommodations on or off site is not feasible. This explanation shall address land value, 
development costs, a breakdown of the estimated annual revenues of the proposed overnight accommodations (including average daily room rate and occupancy rates), a breakdown of the estimated 
operating costs, and any other information necessary to address the feasibility of providing lower cost accommodations on site or as part of the project.  
An analysis of a proposed development’s impact on the availability of lower cost overnight accommodations shall be required for any application involving the expansion, reduction, redevelopment, 
demolition, conversion, closure, or cessation of any project involving overnight accommodations, with the exception of short-term lodging within residential units. A development’s impact on the 
availability of lower cost overnight accommodations is defined as loss in the available supply of existing lower cost overnight accommodations as a result of the development; failure to provide lower cost 
overnight accommodations where new accommodations are proposed; or failure to use land suitable for lower cost accommodations for that purpose. 

OS 10.5: Accommodation Definitions  
Overnight accommodations shall be defined as low, moderate, or high cost as follows:  
a. Low Cost is the annual average daily room rate of all economy hotels and motels in the City. Economy hotels and motels are AAA-rated one or two diamond hotels, or equivalent. The annual average 
daily room rate of all economy hotels and motels in the City shall be purchased from Smith Travel Research, or shall be determined through a market survey by the City, every five years. 
b. Moderate Cost is the average daily room rate between low cost and high cost. 
c. High Cost is the annual average daily room rate for all Upscale, Upper Upscale, and Luxury Upscale hotel segments in the City. The annual average daily room rate for all Upscale, Upper Upscale, 
and Luxury Upscale hotels in the City shall be purchased from smith Travel Research, or shall be determined through a market survey by the City, every five years. 

 


