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City of Goleta Local Coastal Program 

Public Outreach Summary 

Background and Purpose 

The City of Goleta (City) is preparing its Local Coastal Program (LCP), a planning 

document required by the California Coastal Act. The LCP will establish the policies and 

regulations that guide development and resource protection within the City’s Coastal 

Zone.  

Although the City’s General Plan was originally intended to serve as the Coastal Land 

Use Plan portion of the LCP, the LCP was never formally certified. As a result, currently, 

Coastal Development Permits in Goleta are still issued by the Coastal Commission. 

Certification of the LCP would shift much of this permit authority to the City, while 

maintaining Coastal Commission oversight for retained and appeals areas. 

To move toward certification, the City has been working with Coastal Commission staff 

to review Coastal Act-relevant policies contained in the General Plan. The outcome of 

this process was proposed Coastal Commission staff revisions to General Plan policies 

in underline and strikethrough. 

To present these proposed changes in a clear and manageable way, the City organized 

a series of public Planning Commission workshops. Each workshop focused on a 

limited number of topic areas of Coastal Commission staff-proposed revisions so that 

the Planning Commission and the public could review these proposed revisions in a 

more digestible format. The workshops were designed to: 

• Introduce the LCP process and its significance for the City; 

• Present Coastal Commission’s draft policy revisions by topic area; and 

• Provide opportunities for public comment and Planning Commission feedback. 

The workshop series began in December 2025 and concluded in February 2026. Input 

received through this process will help shape the final LCP policies before the City 

moves forward with formal adoption and submission to the California Coastal 

Commission for certification. 

Workshop Mailers and Emails 

Before the first workshop, City staff sent mailers to the 1,107 property owners in the 

Coastal Zone notifying them of the LCP process and first public workshop date. In 

addition to physical mailers, five email blasts were sent to recipients subscribed to the 

City’s email notification lists – two email blasts for Workshop 1 (an initial notice and a 

reminder), and one for each subsequent workshop. These five emails were sent to an 

average of 12,837 recipients. 
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Workshops Held and Topic Areas Covered 

City Staff organized the LCP workshops around major policy topic areas that 

correspond to the California Coastal Act’s Chapter 3 subject matter. Each workshop 

consisted of detailed presentations, Planning Commissioner discussion and feedback, 

and public input. 

Workshop 1: December 8, 2025 

The first workshop introduced the LCP process, the Coastal Act framework, and the 

significance of certification for the City. City staff presented Coastal Commission Staff-

suggested policy revisions in the following topic areas: archaeology and paleontology, 

environmentally sensitive habitat areas (ESHA); and oil and gas. Specifically, expanded 

archaeological Native American consultation requirements, paleontological evaluation 

reports, ESHA buffer sizes, uses in ESHA and ESHA Buffers, mitigation ratios, tree 

protections, permeable fencing, and biological studies were discussed.  

Workshop 2: January 12, 2026 

The second workshop introduced draft policy revisions related to public access. At this 

meeting, the Planning Commission and public discussed parallel and vertical coastal 

access, access mandates specific to the Sandpiper Golf Course, and low-cost 

accommodations. The remaining topics were continued to the next workshop due to 

time constraints.  

Workshop 3: January 26, 2026 

The third workshop continued the discussion from workshop 2 and focused on safety 

(coastal hazards) and visual resources. These topics included policies related to the use 

of best available science, requiring anticipated lifespan of development analyses in 

applications for new development, bluff retreat, and protection of scenic coastal views. 

Workshop 4: February 9, 2026 

The fourth workshop covered Coastal Commission-proposed public facilities, water 

conservation, transportation, and water quality policy revisions. In particular, this 

discussion involved public coastal access parking, having Complete Streets principles 

guide transportation planning vs Vision Zero, the removal of capital projects from the 

CLUP, and mandating outcomes outside of the City’s authority. On the water quality 

side, limitations on construction activities and additional stormwater requirements were 

discussed. 

Together, these workshops were intended to cover the full range of Coastal 

Commission-revised policy topics, provide multiple opportunities for public input, and 

help the City refine its LCP policies before formal adoption and submittal to the 

California Coastal Commission. 


