"APPENDIX D

GUIDELINES FOR TELECOMMUNICATION SITES

IN RURAL AND INNER RURAL AREAS

(Adopted by the Board of Supervisors on February 9, 1999)

These guidelines implement the requirements contained in Article III of the County Code for
telecommunication sites. Special circumstances may dictate deviation from these guidelines
based on recommendations of the BAR and the determination of the decisionmaker. :

A. Site Design
1.  Berming/Bunkering

a.

If ground equipment cannot be screened by natural topography and/or existing
vegetation, and the provision of new landscape screening is- not considered
feasible or appropriate, the equipment areas may be screened through the use of
bunkers, low berms, or a combination of both. :

Bunker walls should not be visible from public viewing areas.
Low berms (2' to 3 feet) may be used on sides of the facility visible from public
roadways. The berms should be naturally contoured using excess cut material

from the site.

Any berming and/or bunkering should avoid impacts to existing vegetation and
should not create additional erosion problems.

The antennas should be located out of the skyline as much as possible (move
downslope).

2. - Fencing

a.

€.

All fencing should be made out of material that blends into the surrounding terrain
and should not create any visual impacts. -

Per the commuhicatiqn ordinance standards, the general public shall be excluded
from the facility. ' : '
If a site is not accessible to the general public, the County may not require security
fencing. A low cattleguard should be considered to keep range animals out of the
facility. The cattleguard should be constructed out of the smallest diameter pipe
possible.

If the Jease area is accessible to the general public, security fencing, such as chain
link, should be used. The fencing should be no higher than five (5) feet above
finished grade. _ _

Solid inserts in the fencing will be discouraged.
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3. Access Roads

a. The creation of new access roads or substantial improvement of existing roads as
a direct result of the telecommunication project will be discouraged.

4. Lighting
a. Lighting of the facility, other than hghtmg for emergency repalrs will be
discouraged.
5. Signage

a.  If signs are required for the project, such as directional signs per Fire Department
recommendations, then the signs should be as small as possible and placed in
locations not readily seen from public viewing areas, if posmble

6. Vegetation
a. Site design should minimize impacts to existing vegetation.

b. Disturbed areas (e.g. trenches, berms, cuts), or areas that require erosion control,
should be revegetated with a seed mix/plantings compatible with the surrounding
vegetation. A temporary irrigation system may be required.

c. If landscaping is required for screening purposes, the landscapmg should consist
of long lived plant species native to that area. The planting of exotic species is
discouraged. A permanent or temporary irrigation system may be required.

B. CoHocation/Trenching' -

1. If a site has existing carriers, it is preferable to have the new facility tie into existing
electric and/or telephone pedestals of the existing carriers at the lease site as opposed to
trenching from the closest utility lines. This is not always possible and requires the
cooperation of competitors. '

2. If a significant amount and distance of trenching must occur, then it should be confined to
- previously disturbed areas or follow the existing access road and should contain extra
conduit for future expansion by other carriers. -

3. . I a utility trench is located in a constrained area (e.g. steep slopes, sensitive resources,
highly visible area, other underground utilities), the location of the trench may be marked
and reviewed in the field in order to minimize impacts to the sensitive resources and/or to
avoid conflicts with other utilities. '
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